
The gathering was a who’s
who of Pennsylvania politi-
cos, all looking to share in the
credit of a transformational
$600 million reimagination of
Downtown Pittsburgh.

Gov. Josh Shapiro, Pitts-

burgh Mayor Ed
Gainey and Allegh-
eny County Execu-
tive Sara Innamora-
to, among others,
huddled along Penn
Avenue in October
to tout the sizable
investment that, in
part, called for repur-
posing vacant office
space into apartments.

Elements of the project were
a result of the covid-19 pan-
demic’s lasting echoes.

“Downtown Pittsburgh, like

many core urban
neighborhoods, was
hit hard by the pan-
demic and has strug-
gled to regain its foot-
ing,” state Sen. Jay
Costa, D-Forest Hills,
said at the time.

Of all of covid-19’s
many impacts, argu-
ably none is more no-

ticeable than the vacant office
spaces left in the virus’ wake.
However, the empty desks left
by people fleeing for the con-
venience of remote work are

but one effect covid had on the
business sector.

Conducting business has
changed forever since covid
hit Western Pennsylvania five
years ago this month.

Many businesses went cash-
less. The service industry —
particularly dining — was
hit hard. Countless workers
were laid off, and some nev-
er returned to the workforce.
Some restaurants found cre-
ative ways to stay afloat, the
remnants of which still can
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WEST PALM BEACH,
Fla. — President Donald
Trump said he ordered a
series of airstrikes on the
Houthi-held areas in Ye-
men on Saturday, promis-
ing to use “overwhelming
lethal force” until Iranian-
backed Houthi rebels cease
their attacks on shipping
along a vital maritime cor-
ridor. The Houthis said 13
civilians were killed in the
capital, Sanaa.

“Our brave Warfighters
are right now carrying out
aerial attacks on the ter-
rorists’ bases, leaders, and
missile defenses to protect
American shipping, air,
and naval assets, and to
restore Navigational
Freedom,” Trump said in
a social media post. “No
terrorist force will stop
American commercial and
naval vessels from freely
sailing the Waterways of
the World.”

He also warned Iran to
stop supporting the rebel

group, promising to hold
the country “fully account-
able” for the actions of its
proxy. It comes two weeks
after the U.S. leader sent
a letter to Iranian leaders
offering a path to restart-
ing bilateral talks between
the countries on Iran’s ad-
vancing nuclear weapons
program. Trump has said
he will not allow it to be-
come operational.

The Houthis reported ex-
plosions in their territory
Saturday evening, in Sa-
naa and the northern prov-
ince of Saada, the rebels’
stronghold on the border
with Saudi Arabia. Imag-
es online showed plumes
of black smoke over the
area of the Sanaa airport
complex, which includes
a sprawling military fa-
cility.

Trumporders
airstrikes on
Houthi rebels

ASSOCIATED PRESS

President holds Iran ‘fully
accountable’ for Yemen-based
attacks on shipping vessels

Two Fayette County homes
4 miles apart went up in
flames in a 10-month period
in 2021 and 2022 while fire-
fighters reportedly struggled
to draw water from nearby
fire hydrants.

Residents of those homes
believe low water pressure
contributed to them losing
their possessions and pets, ac-
cording to federal civil rights
lawsuits against Dunbar
Township and North Fayette
County Municipal Authority.

The water pressure dilem-
ma is one that has been, and
could continue to be, repeated
throughout the region as firefighting in
Southwestern Pennsylvania relies on a
hydrant system that lacks what officials
say is essential data needed to ensure
public safety.

A TribLive investigation found:
• Testing of hydrant water flow

throughout the region can be inconsis-

tent and rare, leaving firefighters in
some communities in the dark about
how much water they can expect in an
emergency.
•There are no state regulations that re-

quire water authorities to do flow testing
or inspections of hydrants. Testing and
inspections are left up to the patchwork

of large and small entities that
provide water for numerous
communities in Southwestern
Pennsylvania.
• It is unknown how many

hydrants in the region do not
meet the 500 gallons-per-min-
ute minimum recommended
by National Fire Protection
Association guidelines.

“There are no state laws
that say you have to provide
a specific amount of water.
I don’t know of any require-
ments for fire hydrants,” said

John Waters, a consultant for the Penn-
sylvania State Fire Commission and the
Pennsylvania Fire Emergency Services
Institute.

Attorney Joel Sansone represents res-
idents of those two Fayette households,

by RICH CHOLODOFSKy
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Water flow issues can cripple firefighters
who rely on patchwork of unregulated hydrants

PHOTOS: SEAN STIPP | TRIBLIVE

Jeannette fire Chief Bill Frye turns off a fire hydrant after battling a fire on Chestnut Street in February.
Below: A Municipal Water Authority of Westmoreland County worker uses a device to conduct flow tests on a fire hydrant.
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An employee uses a private meeting pod inside the
“Highmark Hub” on the second floor of the company’s
headquarters in Downtown Pittsburgh on Wednesday.

COVID
5 YEARS LATER

Covid changed commercial landscape
From remote work to
cashless venues, virus’
effects on business can
be seen 5 years later
by aLEXIS PaPaLIa

MASSOUD HOSSAINI | TRIBLIVE

CITY’S ALL SMILES
Miss Smiling Irish Eyes — Melanie Grace Rayl of
Mt. Lebanon — traverses Downtown in a grand
carriage during the annual Pittsburgh St. Patrick’s
Day Parade on Saturday. The event’s warmest weather
in several years led to a strong turnout. Story, A7

INSIDE
»Trump signs bill funding
government for 6 months,
avoiding shutdown. B7
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Example:

Winds 2 mph
from the West

Where is most of the world’s ice
stored?

90%isstoredintheAntarcticicecap

Q:

A:

Weather Trivia™
Snowfall
Saturday 0.0”
Record 7.3” in 1906
Month to date 4.3”
Season to date 33.8”
Normal season to date 40.4”

9 a.m. Noon 3 p.m. 6 p.m.

Lowest 12 a.m.

63 69 66 63

An indication of how cold it feels based on
temperature and wind speed. The graph
reflects the lowest value for the day.

Wind Chill today
5252

Statistics for Southwestern Pennsylvania from Pa.
Dept. of Environmental Protection.
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Shown is today’s weather.
Temperatures are today’s highs
and tonight’s lows.Almanac
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National weather today
Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.TODAY

Showers and a
heavier t-storm

95%S 15-25 mph

69
TONIGHT

Cooler; a shower
early, breezy

55%W 8-16 mph

37 30 47 47 26

MONDAY

Mostly sunny;
breezy, cooler

25%NW 10-20 mph

47
TUESDAY

Mostly sunny, nice
and warm

0%SSW 7-14 mph

68
WEDNESDAY

Very warm with
clouds and sun

0%SSW 8-16 mph

77
THURSDAY

Showers around;
windy, cooler

75%SW 12-25 mph

50

Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2025
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Moon

April 12

Statistics for Pittsburgh through 5 p.m. Saturday

High/low 75/57
Normal high/low 49/30
Year ago high/low 61/41
Record high 80 in 1990
Record low 1 in 1993

24 hours through 5 p.m. Saturday 0.05”
Month to date 0.47”
Normal month to date 1.53”
Year to date 6.25”
Normal year to date 7.11”
Last year to date 8.69”

Rather cloudy and windy today with show-
ers and a heavier thunderstorm.

67/33
66/35 68/36
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71/39

72/38

69/37

65/35

63/33

64/35

67/32

67/52

70/4467/38

68/35

67/53

67/51

64/41

70/55

66/4563/30
64/29

Wind from the
south-southwest at 12-25
knots today. Seas 2-4 feet.
Visibility less than 2 miles
in showers.

Today Mon.
Sunrise 7:30 a.m. 7:28 a.m.
Sunset 7:28 p.m. 7:29 p.m.
Moonrise 10:04 p.m. 11:06 p.m.
Moonset 8:21 a.m. 8:42 a.m.

19
19

17

21

19

Saturday’s cause: Particulates

Saturday

Franklin 17 6.65 -0.10
Clinton L&D 21 11.52 -0.09
Freeport L&D 23 12.18 -0.20
Natrona L&D 21 12.81 -0.32
C.W. Bill Young L&D 17 11.92 -0.25
Sharpsburg L&D 21 12.20 -0.24

Connellsville 12 2.74 -0.10
Sutersville 20 4.02 -0.03

Kingston 17 2.02 -0.08
Latrobe 17 6.28 N.A.

as of 7 a.m. Saturday
Sat.
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Violent tornadoes ripped
through parts of the U.S., wip-
ing out schools and toppling
semitractor-trailers in several
states, part of a monster storm

that has killed at least 26 peo-
ple as more severe weather
was expected late Saturday.

The number of fatalities
increased after the Kansas
Highway Patrol reported eight
people died in a highway pile-
up caused by a dust storm in
Sherman County on Friday.
At least 50 vehicles were in-
volved.

Missouri recorded more fa-

talities than any other state as
it withstood scattered twisters
overnight that killed at least
12 people, authorities said.
The deaths included a man
who was killed after a tornado
ripped apart his home.

“It was unrecognizable as a
home. Just a debris field,” said
Coroner Jim Akers of Butler
County, describing the scene
that confronted rescuers.

“The floor was upside down.
We were walking on walls.”

Dakota Henderson said he
and others rescuing people
trapped in their homes Friday
night found five dead bodies
scattered in the debris outside
what remained of his aunt’s
house in hard-hit Wayne
County, Mo.

“It was a very rough deal
last night,” he said Saturday,

surrounded by uprooted trees
and splintered homes. “It’s
really disturbing for what
happened to the people, the
casualties last night.”

Henderson said they res-
cued his aunt from a bedroom
that was the only room left
standing in her house, taking
her out through a window.
They also carried out a man
who had a broken arm and leg.

Officials in Arkansas said
three people died in Indepen-
dence County and 29 others
were injured across eight
counties as storms passed
through the state.

“We have teams out sur-
veying the damage from last
night’s tornadoes and have
first responders on the ground
to assist,” Arkansas Gov. Sar-
ah Huckabee Sanders said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Monster storms leave at least 26 dead, vast devastation
Twisters ravage wide
swath; dust storm
causes 50-car pileup

Global melting
Combined
global sea ice
cover reached
an all-time low

in February, with both
the Arctic and Antarctic
experiencing extreme
declines. Arctic sea ice
remained 8% below
average, continuing a
three-month streak of
record lows, while Ant-
arctic sea ice was 26%
below average, nearing
its second-lowest sum-
mer minimum. Scientists
warn that shrinking
ice cover could weaken
vital ocean currents
and accelerate global
warming by reducing
Earth’s ability to reflect
solar radiation. With
global temperatures
1.59 degrees Celsius
(2.8 F) above preindus-
trial levels last month,
experts say the melting
ice threatens polar
ecosystems as well as
global climate stability.

Earthquakes
People in Naples,
Italy, slept
outdoors after

the strongest quake
in 40 years damaged
buildings.

• Tremors were also
felt from Greenland and
Iceland to Norway, and
in southern Greece, the
Azores, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, the Tibet-Nepal
border region, Taiwan,
southern Peru and Los
Angeles.

Laser weeding
A new farm-
ing robot is
revolutionizing
weed control

by using high-powered
lasers instead of herbi-

cides, offering a more
sustainable and cheaper
alternative. Developed
by Seattle-based Carbon
Robotics, the system
is said to precisely
targets weeds through
AI, cutting weed control
costs by up to 80%
while eliminating the
need for manual labor or
chemicals. Equipped with
GPS, satellite internet
and cutting-edge optics,
it operates day and
night across a variety
of crops and farm sizes.
The company claims
the technology is poised
to be a major advance-
ment in agriculture, with

U.S. farmers
reporting that
the lasers bring
increased efficiency,
reduced soil compaction
and improved sustain-
ability.

Antarctic flu
The highly
pathogenic H5N1
strain of bird flu

has for the first time
been detected in dead
birds on the Antarctic
mainland, sparking
concerns it could spread
rapidly and devastate
vulnerable seabird
populations. Researchers
surveying the Antarctic

Peninsula from Novem-
ber to January found
35 dead skuas, 11 of
which tested positive
for H5N1, with uncon-
firmed reports of dead
penguins emerging as
well. Because penguins
breed in dense colonies,
scientists fear the virus
could spread quickly
in populations already
threatened by the effects
of climate change.

Eruptions
A brief but pow-
erful eruption
of Guatemala’s
Volcano of Fire

dumped ash on nearby

farmland and forced
nearly 300 families
to flee the mountain’s
slopes.

• Costa Rica’s Poás
volcano erupted with
a plume of vapor and
debris that soared nearly
1,000 feet above the
national park of the
same name.

Plastic dimming
Microplastic pollution
is reducing the ability

of plants to
photosynthesize,
potentially cut-
ting global crop

yields and worsening
food insecurity, accord-
ing to a new study
published in Proceedings
of the National Academy
of Sciences. Researchers
estimate microplastics
could reduce wheat, rice
and maize harvests by
4% to 14% and seafood
production by up to 7%,
putting an additional
400 million people at
risk of hunger over
the next two decades.
Researchers say the
plastic particles block
sunlight, damage the
soil and interfere with
nutrient absorption in
crops, which weakens
plant growth.

Tropical cyclones
Category-1
Cyclone Jude
killed at least
six people when

it roared onto Mozam-
bique’s northeastern
coast with winds of
up to 75 mph, causing
significant flooding and
extensive damage.

• Cyclone Ivone
churned the open waters
of the central Indian
Ocean.

+112°
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STEVE NEWMAN’S EARTHWEEK

CARBON ROBOTICS

A robotic tractor shoots 250-watt lasers to kill weeds more quickly,
enabling growers to cover more acres in less time.

SATURDAY, MARCH 15
Pick 2 Day: 24 Night: 59
Pick 3 Day: 861 Night: 504
Pick 4 Day: 6705 Night: 6490
Pick 5 Day: 52544 Night: 42369
Wild Ball Day: 8 Night: 0
Treasure Hunt 12 17 19 22 26
Cash 5 3 4 5 34 39
Cash4Life 2 17 19 29 41
Cash Ball 3
Match 6 8 10 13 42 43 44

Treasure Hunt payout
Matches Winners Prize
5 of 5 1 $30,000
4 of 5 76 $100
3 of 5 1,879 $6
2 of 5 13,804 $1
Today’s jackpot at least $12,000

Cash 5 payout
Matches Winners Prize
5 of 5 0 $0
4 of 5 33 $200
3 of 5 1,193 $10
2 of 5 15,755 $2
Today’s jackpot at least $800,000

Powerball
Drawing Not available
Powerball/Powerplay Not available

FRIDAY, MARCH 14
Pick 2 Day: 22 Night: 75
Pick 3 Day: 501 Night: 615
Pick 4 Day: 7720 Night: 3976
Pick 5 Day: 10237 Night: 44674
Wild Ball Day: 9 Night: 8
Treasure Hunt 5 12 14 15 28
Cash 5 5 16 18 23 24
Cash4Life 5 33 44 52 59
Cash Ball 1
Match 6 12 16 18 20 29 35
Mega Millions 3 17 39 42 70
Mega Ball/Megaplier 1 / 3

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Pick 2 Day: 94 Night: 63
Pick 3 Day: 336 Night: 600
Pick 4 Day: 9044 Night: 8875
Pick 5 Day: 05977 Night: 88436
Wild Ball Day: 0 Night: 7
Treasure Hunt 1 12 13 22 26
Cash 5 1 5 18 21 41
Cash4Life 6 8 31 41 45
Cash Ball 2
Match 6 15 20 29 32 38 45

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12
Pick 2 Day: 88 Night: 75
Pick 3 Day: 496 Night: 801
Pick 4 Day: 1032 Night: 3239
Pick 5 Day: 18822 Night: 28265
Wild Ball Day: 2 Night: 5
Treasure Hunt 1 3 7 9 16
Cash 5 9 14 24 29 38
Cash4Life 1 2 28 48 57
Cash Ball 4
Match 6 9 20 26 32 37 46
Powerball 11 13 28 51 58
Powerball/Powerplay 1 / 2

Double Play 30 31 45 56 69
Powerball 25

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Pick 2 Day: 27 Night: 28
Pick 3 Day: 157 Night: 010
Pick 4 Day: 6840 Night: 7186
Pick 5 Day: 92361 Night: 06911
Wild Ball Day: 3 Night: 7
Treasure Hunt 6 8 10 12 13
Cash 5 15 20 29 38 43
Cash4Life 16 23 27 34 39
Cash Ball 2
Match 6 3 6 20 36 38 47
Mega Millions 1 19 26 38 69
Mega Ball/Megaplier 15 / 3

MONDAY, MARCH 10
Pick 2 Day: 84 Night: 66
Pick 3 Day: 113 Night: 184
Pick 4 Day: 4824 Night: 5497
Pick 5 Day: 19196 Night: 92500
Wild Ball Day: 7 Night: 3
Treasure Hunt 2 5 18 19 30
Cash 5 3 6 11 14 24
Cash4Life 17 22 34 48 53
Cash Ball 4
Match 6 4 13 14 25 28 46
Powerball 17 40 47 50 55
Powerball/Powerplay 6 / 2

Double Play 41 42 46 48 59
Powerball 3

SUNDAY, MARCH 9
Pick 2 Day: 02 Night: 63
Pick 3 Day: 886 Night: 537
Pick 4 Day: 5128 Night: 3752
Pick 5 Day: 61807 Night: 01414
Wild Ball Day: 7 Night: 6
Treasure Hunt 6 9 11 15 21
Cash 5 3 20 35 39 41
Cash4Life 12 24 32 38 57
Cash Ball 2
Match 6 7 24 33 35 42 46

LOTTERIES

-80°
Vostok,

Antarctica
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A classroom pet isn’t always a work-
able scenario for an elementary school
teacher.

But when that pet can help students
learn across several school subjects, the
decision is a lot easier.

That’s how Brienne May’s fifth-grade
science class at Franklin Regional Inter-
mediate School found themselves adopt-
ing a 100-pound Holstein calf named
Milkyway from Kurtland Farms in east-
ern Pennsylvania.

The “Adopt-a-Cow” program is part of
Discover Dairy, a program that touches
on math, science, reading and social
studies while demonstrating the milk
production cycle and emphasizing the
importance of dairy farming and agri-
culture.

“If a farmer is going to have a newborn
calf near the start of the school year, they
can sign up and teachers will get updates
on how the calf is doing, information on
its physical progress, and information
about agriculture that we can use in mul-
tiple educational disciplines,” May said.

Franklin Regional students in the
Discovery Dairy program have prac-
ticed writing by drafting letters to their
farmer, Paige Miller at Kurtland Farms.
They’ve also taken virtual field trips and
touched on social studies by looking at
different cow breeds around the world.

“As a science teacher, one of the things
we learn about is that all food energy
ultimately comes from the sun,” she
said. “It grows plants, the animals eat
the plants and so on. And we can look at
these resources and understand how the

milk we get from a cow was created from
the energy it got by eating grass, which
got its energy to grow from sun.”

There’s even an art component,
through a Discovery Dairy drawing and
coloring contest.

“The topic is ‘how food gets from the
farm to the grocery store,’ so it’s great to
be able to show the kids that connection,
especially using art, which most of them
already love. It’s definitely the most
popular activity we’ve done,” May said.

Discover Dairy isn’t the only program
aiming to use agriculture in multiple
classes. The Pennsylvania FFA, formerly
the Future Farmers of America, has a
website dedicated to cross-curricular re-
sources with lesson plans, video resourc-
es and suggestions for student activities.

by PATRICK VARINE

Franklin Regional students ‘discover dairy’ by adopting a Holstein calf

SUBMITTED BY
THE FRANKLIN
REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTADOPT-A-COW · A8

Fifth
graders Lexi
Hamilton
(left)
and Ellie
Anderson
show their
work on
an activity
about the
13 essential
ingredients
the human
body can get
from dairy
products.

It will be a homecoming for
Plum native Pat McAfee when
he hosts his “Big Night AHT”
show at Pittsburgh’s PPG
Paints Arena next month.

A sold-out homecoming, at
that. Tickets for the April 9
event went on sale Thursday
and sold out in less than two
hours.

Onhearingthenewsofthesell-
out, the former Indianapolis
Colts and West Virginia kick-
er, who now hosts a very pop-
ular sports talk show on ESPN,
took to X to share an emotional

message on X thanking his
fans.

“This morning I had no clue
what was gonna happen with
these ticket sales. we haven’t
done this in a long time,” he
wrote on the platform. “PPG
Paints Arena, in my hometown
of Pittsburgh, was sold out

in 92 minutes. I am so (very)
grateful. Cant wait to enjoy a
night together. and let’s have
a BIG Night AHT.”

McAfee promoted the show
Tuesday with a post on X
stressing that tickets would
start at $20 and no ticket would
be more than $100.

McAfee also talked about the
event selling out on his show
Thursday afternoon.

After retiring from the Colts
in 2016, McAfee started the
“The Pat McAfee Show” in
2019 as a radio show which
also broadcast on YouTube.
His popularity soared.

He became a full-time analyst
on ESPN for College Gameday
in 2022. And the following year
his namesake show began be-
ing simulcast on ESPN.

McAfee is also involved in
wrestling and WWE program-
ming.

TRIBLIVE

ESPN’s Pat McAfee, a Plum native, sells out PPG Paints Arena

AP

Pat
McAfee

speaks at
the ESPY

awards on
July 12,

2023, at
the Dolby

Theatre
in Los

Angeles.

“PPG Paints Arena, in my hometown of Pittsburgh, was
sold out in 92 minutes. I am so (very) grateful. Cant wait
to enjoy a night together. and let’s have a BIG Night AHT.”

PAT MCAFEE
IN A POST TO X

by RENATTA SIGNORINI

Greensburg is seeking easements
on 22 properties to alleviate flood-
ing that has been ongoing for de-
cades in the Northmont section of
the city.

Letters were sent Feb. 28 to prop-
erty owners who would be affected
by a proposed flood control proj-
ect along an unnamed stream that
runs parallel to Glenview Avenue.
The stream mostly runs through
backyards and goes underground
before connecting to Jacks Run
near Lynch Field.

“It’s been a problem for a while,”
said Alec Italiano, director of plan-
ning and development.

The proposal will involve the
construction of concrete culverts
and U-channels along the unnamed
stream. Italiano said he expects
the project to take up to two years
to complete. A potential cost is
unknown, but the project will
be funded through a state grant.
Greensburg workers will be respon-
sible for preparation work, such as
clearing brush.

Of the 22 properties targeted, the
city owns two. Some are in Hemp-
field, Italiano said. Attempts to
reach several residents in the area
Friday were unsuccessful.

Affected properties are on Roos-
evelt Way, New Alexandria Road,
Harvey Avenue, Albert Way, Ken-
neth Street, Kenmore Avenue,
Northmont Street and Oakhill Av-
enue.

Trib archives indicate city offi-
cials discussed the project in 2014
and said then that the problem
had been going on for decades. The
proposal had been shelved at some
point, but heavy rain in August 2007
renewed interest in the work. After
those rains, residents began com-
plaining to council about flooded
basements and sewage backup, the
Trib reported in 2014.

Getting the necessary easements
from property owners may have
been an issue then, according to
Trib archives.

The current version of the project
and easements will not cost proper-
ty owners anything, Italiano said.
The project cannot start until all the
easement agreements are signed.

“It’s all designed to positively
impact the properties to ease the
flooding,” he said. “This project is
a long time coming.”

He hopes work can start this year.
A public meeting will be held before
work commences to provide more
information to residents.

Renatta Signorini is a TribLive staff writer.
She can be reached at rsignorini@triblive.com.

Flood control project
proposed for Northmont
neighborhood of Greensburg

‘It’s been
a problem
for a while’

by JOE NAPSHA

Norwin school officials
will learn next month wheth-
er the extensive renovations
planned for the Knights Sta-
dium will cost the estimated
$24.8 million, or even more,
when bids for the project are
opened on April 8.

The school board in Janu-
ary had decided to proceed
with an option presented by
its architect, DRAW Collec-
tive of Mt. Lebanon, that was
more expensive than an alter-
native was pr0jected to cost
closer to $16 million.

Both options involved
demolishing the home side
grandstands and press box and
install new seating and press
box, along with new turf and
running track. There is to be
space for athletic training un-
derneath the bleachers, mak-
ing the visitors grandstand
more accessible for those with
disabilities, improvements to
the concession stand and re-
strooms. The press box will
include space for coaches and
media, as well as an area for
a community multi-purpose
room.

Three of the nine board
members favored a less expen-
sive project, while maintain-
ing seating capacity to about
2,400 seats. The press box and
some amenities would have
been scaled back with the less
expensive project.

The district was told in
November 2024 that the proj-
ect could cost around $25 mil-
lion when it gave the architect
the approval to create speci-
fications for the project. The
board had studies conducted
in recent years that found the
grandstand was showing signs
of deterioration.

Construction is to begin
once football season is com-
plete in November, and is
scheduled to be finished by
the end of June 2027. That
would mean the Norwin foot-
ball team would have to play
the entire 2026 season with no
home games.

Had the board opted for a
less expensive project, DRAW
Collective said, the project
would have been delayed a
year to allow the design of the
project specifications.

Joe Napsha is a TribLive staff writer. He
can be reached at jnapsha@triblive.com.

Bids being
accepted
for Norwin
stadium
project

Workers at Historic Hanna’s
Town are rebuilding part of West-
moreland County’s colonial his-
tory, stacking two-century-old,
20-foot-long logs to give new life
what the county historical society
is calling its “log skyscraper.”

“It’s unusual (for log houses)
because the first-floor ceiling is 10
feet tall. It looks like we are con-
structing a log skyscraper,” said
Lisa Hays, executive director of
the Westmoreland County Histor-
ical Society. The society operates
Historic Hanna’s Town and its
cluster of colonial-style buildings
in Hempfield.

The two-story log house is be-
ing painstakingly reconstructed

under the direction of Andrew
Lallemand of Lallemand Construc-
tion Inc. of Altoona, along with
with help from several historical
society volunteers.

It was built around 1810 along
what is now Hannatown Road,
Hays said. The log house was con-
structed in what has become a re-
mote section of the county-owned
property, away from the other
buildings around the fort and the
historical society headquarters
along Forbes Trail Road.

“We’re trying to put it back
together as close as possible to
what it was,” said Jim Clayton of
Greensburg, vice chairman of the
historical society.

They are rebuilding the house

with its interior fireplace, as near
as possible to the original. They
have photographs of the house
before it was dismantled in 2023.

Metal tags were placed on the
logs that were salvageable, desig-
nating by letter which side of the
house they were located and by
numbers, from the foundation to
the roof.

Because of some 215 years of
enduring all kinds of weather, not
all of the logs were salvageable,
particularly those on the western
side of the house, said Tom Klin-
gensmith of New Kensington, a
member of the historical society’s
board of directors and a colonial
reenactor.

HANNA’S TOWN · A8

SEAN STIPP | TRIBLIVEPHOTOS:

Counterclockwise from top: Volunteer Dan Balzarini (left) and Jim Clayton, vice chair of the
Westmoreland Historical Society, move large sections of wood to be installed in the floor of a log house
that is being rebuilt at Historic Hanna’s Town. The house is referred to as a “log skyscraper” because of
the 10-foot-high first-floor ceiling. The metal tags are lettered A,B,C or D for the sides and numbered
from top to bottom. A view looking out the window opening.

by JOE NAPSHA

A view looking out the window
opening

Weathering 215 years
Historical society rebuilding

‘log skyscraper’ at Hanna’s Town
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March to a New BeatMarch to a New Beat
with a Kitchen Makeover!with a Kitchen Makeover!Present this Ad and Save

up to $1,000$1,000 with our
Drawer Upgrade Event!*

Refacing | Redooring
New Cabinets | Cabinet Tune-up

Cabinet Painting

FINANCING AVAILABLE!

Doug & Cherie
Peters

Local Owners

Schedule your FREE
consultation today!

412-643-3182

At participating franchises only. © 2025 HFC KTU LLC. All Rights Reserved. Kitchen Tune-Up is a trademark of HFC KTU LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand.
Each franchise independently owned and operated. *Now through 4/30/25, upgrade your drawer boxes or add the function of roll-out trays to your project. Max
at 10% of purchase price. Not to exceed $1000 in free drawers or roll-outs.. Cannot be combined with other offers or promotions. Ask for details.

kitchentuneup.com

Call for Details & Early Booking Discounts on Multiday Tours- PP DBL

1-800-473-1551 • 724-337-9000
www.thomastours.com

763 Carl Ave. New Kensington, PA 15068
adno=355435M-F 9-5 • Sat 9-1

Sep 12-20, 2025 New England & Canada Cruise ...........................$2187 Interior • $2673 Balcony
Motorcoach to Pier, Taxes, Gratuities, Port Charges & Insurance. $75 on Board Cash–book by 4/15

Apr 9 Spring Flower Show@ Phipps – Admission to Phipps, Buffet Lunch, Free time in the Strip District.......$127
Apr 19 “Some Like it Hot”@ Benedum – Super-Sized, All-Out Song & Dance Spectacular! Dnr @ Grand Conc.....$225
Apr 23 The Magic of Motown & Vintage Soul Band@ Das Dutch Haus Theater, OH - Luncheon Buffet.....$167
Apr 26 Amish Spring, OH - Walnut Creek Flea Mkt, Cheese & Winery-Hans Tasting Room, Lunch Amish Home ......$167
Apr 27 PGH Oldies All Stars@ Palace Theater - Jaggerz • Vogues • Skyliners • Marcels • Pure Gold, Dinner.....$177
May 4 “Come From Away”@ Benedum – Great Seats Orch Ctr Row ABCDE, Dinner @ Grand Conc........$245
May 17 Hartville MktPlace & Flea Mkt, OH-100 indoor & over 800 outdoor shops. Food Court.................$77
May 30 Cuyahoga Scenic RR, Akron, OH –Ride thru Cuyahoga Valley Nat’l Park in a vintage rail car & Lunch ...$162
June 5 Exploring Frank Lloyd Wright - Tour Fallingwater & Kentuck Knob, Buffet Lunch ...........................$199
June 20 Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton OH & Lunch at Hartville Kitchen, Time to Shop ....................$137
Apr 7-9 The Ark Encounter, KY – Tour The Ark, Creation Musm., Riverboat Dinner Cruise, 4 Meals, 2 ngts .$787
May 14-18 Bourbon & Horses, KY Churchill Downs Races & Dinner, Bourbon Tour, River Boat Cruise & More. 7 Meals $1697
May 14-15 Lancaster - 2 Shows “Noah”& “Fiddler on the Roof” , Kitchen Kettle Vlg. 3 Meals.............$537
May 24-26 New York City, Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island - guided touring 2 nights 4 meals .................. $774
July 7-11 Mackinac Island & More, MI-– Frankenmuth Barvarian Inn, 2 nights on Mackinac Island ......$1497
Horse drawn carriage tour, Grand Hotel Luncheon, Soaring Eagle Casino & Bonus, 4 Meals.

RIVERS CASINO –Apr.9 $20 slots – MEADOWS CASINO –Apr. 16 $20 slots......................................$33
Apr 30-May 2 & June 26-27 Seneca Niagara Resort & Casino – Bonus $100 Slot / $40 Food.........$327
May 11-12 & June 8-9 Seneca Allegany Resort & Casino Bonus $50 Slot / $20 Food........................$189
June 1-5 Atlantic City Resorts Casino - Beach, Boardwalk, and Shopping! $20 Slots & $40 Food........$567
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be found today in curbside pickup.
“Downtown Pittsburgh was thriv-

ing before the pandemic. It was very
vibrant,” said Geoff Greco, a senior
vice president at Jones Lang LaSalle,
a global commercial real estate firm
with holdings in Pittsburgh. “The
pandemic has brought obvious chal-
lenges to Downtown.”

The rise of work-from-home
Pittsburgh-based Highmark, PNC

and BNY Mellon have brought staff
back to the office, but remote and
hybrid work has become normalized.

Before the pandemic, about 6.5%
of workers did their jobs remotely.
In June 2020, Stanford University
reported that 42% of employees
were working from home following
initial covid-19-related shutdowns.
Throughout the following years,
those percentages have ebbed and
flowed, especially as hybrid work
models have become more prevalent.

“The shift to remote work — we
used to call it teleworking — was
certainly accelerated. The trend to-
ward telework before covid was in-
creasing, but certainly not at the rate
anyone was expecting,” said Christo-
pher Briem, a regional economist at
the University of Pittsburgh’s Center
for Social and Urban Research.

David Lebel, an associate professor
of business administration at Pitt’s
School of Business, said about 30% of
workdays in the U.S. are now remote.

Hybrid work can come in a few
forms, but Forbes reported in No-
vember that “structured hybrid” —
set days, hours or time working in
office vs. at home each week, set by
the employer — has become the new
norm. This method is on the rise, with
37% of employers buying in as of 2024.

Lebel said the happy medium of
hybrid models seems to be producing
the best results for companies when
it comes to productivity and long-
term retention of employees.

“All of the research I’ve seen,
there’s no difference in productivity
between all in-person versus all vir-
tual, that’s five days both ways,” he
said, adding that productivity goes
up in general with a hybrid schedule.

“Humans desire some level of au-
tonomy. They want some level of say
about when, how and where they do
their work,” Lebel said. “Coming
off of the pandemic, when you gave
a lot of workers some flexibility, it’s
really difficult to take that back.”

A 2024 study from Pitt’s Katz Gradu-
ate School of Business found that em-
ployees enjoyed having less commute
time and better work-life balance with
the ability to work from home. It also
found significant declines in reported
job satisfaction after employers man-
dated a return to the office.

Chris Howden, 44, of West Home-
stead is an IT professional in finance
who worked remotely for two years
after the pandemic began. Now, she
follows a flexible hybrid schedule,

choosing three office days per week,
though policies vary by department,
with some co-workers in-office full
time.

The hybrid model, she said, works
well.

“My preference would be one or
two days a week (in the office). When
I was working 100% remote for a
long period of time, there was a bit
of a detachment, not being able to
connect with people.”

Her company also utilizes “hotel-
ing” for many of their departments,
a practice that has become common
across many industries since the
post-pandemic return to work. A ho-
teling space is an unassigned office
withcubicleswhereemployeeschoose
or reserve a seat daily. They log into a
virtual desktop or connect a laptop to
a docking station, and personal items
are stored in lockers, Howden said.

She said she would prioritize look-
ing for remote or hybrid flexibility in
any new position.

“What doesn’t work is when you’ve
got a whole bunch of people who are
clinging to one way and refusing to
change and trying to apply those
same practices to a virtual world.”

What remote work means
for Downtown offices

The rise in work-from-home has
caused issues for cities, including
Pittsburgh, where commercial real
estate vacancies remain higher than
pre-2020 levels.

Jones Lang LaSalle reported this
yearthatPittsburgh’scommercialreal
estate vacancy is 22.1%, higher than
this time last year and up from nearly
16% in the fourth quarter of 2019.

“At least in early covid, we mea-
sured financial services and indus-
tries like that, which shifted into
remote work. What do we have here
in Pittsburgh and concentrated in
Downtown? A lot of financial service
industries,” Briem said.

Jones Lang LaSalle believes the
$600 million revitalization project
planned for Downtown — which
includes converting 1 million square
feet of commercial real estate into
residential housing — will boost
the area.

Pittsburgh City Council also has
extended tax breaks to developers
who repurpose office space for res-
idential or new commercial uses.

“Having more residences Down-
town and more people Downtown
… will in the long run create a more
vibrant environment,” said Greco,
the Jones Lang LaSalle executive.

Many of the region’s largest em-
ployers, including Highmark and
PNC, began to bring workers back
Downtown after the last covid-19
restrictions wore off.

“In 2023, Highmark Health asked
our designated-hybrid team mem-
bers to find ways to use the office
nearest them at least three days
a week,” said Highmark Health
chief human resource officer Larry

Kleinman. “Since that time, we’ve
seen increased usage of our building
space in all the markets we serve.
We don’t anticipate the organization
making additional changes unless
business needs change.”

Greco said the employers who had
the most success maintaining office
space Downtown were those who of-
fered amenities such as fitness cen-
ters,conferencecentersandproximity
to parking and public transportation.

Pittsburgh’s unemployment num-
bers also have recovered since their
peak in April 2020. That month, the
unemployment rate was 15.6%. Last
December, it sat at 3.4%, two points
lower than in February 2020 before
the pandemic hit its hardest.

With employees scattered, the
face of work meetings has changed.
Workers became familiar with
Zoom, a little-known application
before March 2020. The rise of online
meetings has sustained, even with
employees returning to the office.

Pitt’s Lebel said he isn’t seeing
evidence that people are less engaged
in virtual meetings despite the prev-
alence of “Zoom fatigue.”

Down with cash, up with cards
The rise of mobile wallets already

was accelerating toward fewer cash
transactions, but the pandemic sped
up the contactless payment trend
with many large venues and compa-
nies going completely cashless.

Acrisure Stadium, PPG Paints Are-
na and PNC Park all have moved to
accepting only credit and debit cards
and mobile payment apps including
Apple Pay and Google Pay, as have
Kennywood, Sandcastle and Idlewild.

Manyoftheselocationsareequipped
with “reverse ATMs” where patrons
convert dollars into a pre-loaded card.

The Pennsylvania Turnpike is an-
other place where cash is no longer
accepted.

Crispin Havener, a Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission spokesper-
son, said the pandemic played a ma-
jor role in its decision to go cashless.

They’ve now implemented open-
road tolling, which replaces the
current cashless stop-and-go tolling
method, east of Reading. The system
allows drivers to move under struc-
tures at highway speeds that will
register their entrance or exit on the
turnpike and bill them electronically.

When Kennywood and Sandcastle
went cashless in 2022, their general
manager, Mark Pauls, said it would
provide a “better, more efficient
experience to our guests.”

But detractors abound. Before
the pandemic, analyst Jay Stanley
with the American Civil Liberties
Union highlighted the downsides of
a cashless society, including privacy
concerns, vulnerability to outages
and disadvantages for low-income
individuals. He noted that cashless
systems assume financial stabili-
ty and access to banking, which
many — such as the poor, elderly and

homeless — lack because of ID and
documentation barriers.

Restaurants rebound
When emergency measures were

put into place in March 2020, the
restaurant and hospitality indus-
tries were some of the hardest hit in
the country.

Unable to provide dine-in ser-
vice, and with already razor-thin
profit margins — between 2% and
7%, according to Ben Fileccia, se-
nior vice president of strategy and
engagement for the Pennsylvania
Restaurant and Lodging Association
— many eateries were forced to close
or lay off employees.

By August 2020, a staggering num-
ber of restaurants — from Pittsburgh
institutions such as The Original Hot
Dog Shop in Oakland to newer favor-
ites, including Coca Cafe in the Strip
District — had permanently closed.

Today, the outlook is considerably
improved, according to Fileccia.

He said national restaurant rev-
enue in 2024 was $1.1 trillion and is
projected to grow to $1.5 trillion this
year. In 2019, the total was $863 billion,
according to the Nation’s Restaurant
News.

Jeanine DeGennaro owns De-
Gennaro’s Restaurant in Greens-
burg. The Italian eatery has been
open for 26 years — even through the
early months of covid-19.

DeGennaro became emotional
while discussing the strain of 2020
shutdowns.

The rise in delivery and takeout
offerings helped keep restaurants
afloat — and those options haven’t
gone away.

“That’s all I had at the beginning,
and then I was only open for four
hours at a time — but I was so busy
during that four hours. I had such
wonderful customers — they wanted
to make sure I stayed around.”

She said she has more pickup
orders than during pre-pandemic
times, but it has decreased in the
past two or three years. Things went
completely back to normal for her
about eight months ago.

DeGennaro also said she took out
loans from the Small Business Ad-
ministration to supplement income
lost during the height of covid-19.

“It was a hard time, but if you really
wanted to make it, you could. … I real-
ly had to think outside the box of how
I did everything,” DeGennaro said.

Rosann Veenis, owner of La Vita’s
Restaurant in Greensburg, did a busy
takeout business for the first months
of the pandemic, including Easter
and Thanksgiving. “I never closed a
day during covid, never,” she said.

She had a group of regulars from
the Westmoreland County Court-
house who came in to pick up meals,
though some would stay and eat —
distanced, of course. “We still have
the tables set apart,” she said.

Veenis has owned the restaurant
for 35 years and said those early

days were some of the hardest. Extra
expenses came in the form of more
takeout materials, as well.

But after about two years, her
customers came back to eating in-
house again.

Fileccia said pickup, takeout and
delivery are still big business in a
post-pandemic world.

“A lot of new restaurants are cater-
ing to that guest, maybe by making a
portion of their kitchen just takeout
or reconfiguring their dining room
to accommodate,” he said.

Thechangeofthetakeoutlandscape
has extended the average person’s de-
livery options past the standard pizza
and Chinese food, he added.

“I believe restaurant employment,
at least, rebounded to pre-covid lev-
els,” Briem said. “It’s back above
where it was before covid.”

He also said there has been a shift
from full-service dining — meaning
sit-down restaurants — to limited
dining establishments.

Adam Rauf, 41, of Point Breeze
North was an avid patron of restau-
rants and bars before the pandemic.
He and his husband welcomed a baby
in May 2020, so they took their time go-
ing back to “normal” with going out.

Once vaccination became ubiq-
uitous, Rauf started to feel more
comfortable going out — but he still
was cautious.

Rauf still doesn’t make it to as
many eateries as he used to, between
raising a preschooler and sticking to
the habits his family formed during
the pandemic.

“We still do a lot of takeout and
delivery where we can,” he said.

Aftersuchadifficultperiod,Fileccia
said, it was the support of communi-
ties that pulled restaurants through,
as well as government funds that kept
doors open and staff at their jobs.

“We just learned to adapt,” said
Jackie Jaffre, owner of Jaffre’s
Restaurant, Bar and Six Pack in
Greensburg. “We had to keep chang-
ing and figuring out how to stay prof-
itable, stay in business, stay relevant
with what people were able to do with
the circumstances they were in.”

Like other restaurants, Jaffre’s
did plenty of takeout business — and
they still do, thanks to the accessibil-
ity of delivery apps.

“I think people got used to the con-
venience of it, so they just continued
it. Things like DoorDash have helped
immensely.”

Some aspects of our everyday lives
have changed and shifted forever,
but at the five-year mark, crowded
restaurants and bars are a common
sight — even if it took a while.

Jaffre said it was as long as three
years until things went back to nor-
mal.

“I think people tried to come back
right away, as soon as they were able
to,” she said. “But things didn’t feel
normal for a long time.”

Alexis Papalia is a TribLive staff writer.
She can be reached at apapalia@triblive.com.

Many employers retained work-from-home option
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Jae’Lyn Withers stood in a
hallway of the Spectrum Center, his left arm resting
around the shoulders of North Carolina coach Hubert
Davis. He was surrounded by reporters, all wanting to
know a simple question.

How did it happen?
It was roughly an hour after the Tar Heels nearly

completed a comeback from a 24-point deficit against
top-ranked Duke in the ACC Tournament. But it slipped
painfully away on the most unusual of mistakes: With-
ers’ lane violation in the final seconds that negated the
tying free throw from Ven-Allen Lubin.

The Blue Devils hung on for a 74-71 victory Friday
night in the semifinal, a game that was flirting with
earning its own place in the rivalry’s lore for the come-
back — only to secure it for an entirely different reason.

To his credit, Williams — a graduate forward who
had helped lead the Tar Heels’ final-month surge to
revive their NCAA Tournament hopes — didn’t hide
from reporters. He instead faced the questions about
that painful moment. He spoke in a low voice, his coach
standing at his side in a public show of support.

“I guess you could just say I kind of mistimed the
shot,” Withers said. “I was trying to make sure I crashed
hard to secure a rebound in case he did miss.”

Before that moment, it seemed North Carolina (22-13)
was on the verge of an improbable comeback likely to
eliminate lingering doubts about its chances of earning
a bid to March Madness. Duke was playing without
freshman star Cooper Flagg and versatile defender
Maliq Brown because of injuries but closed the first
half on a 15-0 run and took its largest lead at 52-28 with
17 minutes, 1 second left.

But the Tar Heels took over, getting loose in transition
to finally create some space and rhythm. And the lead
steadily dwindled, eventually to single digits before
finally UNC got the ball back down just 72-71 in the
final minute. And after a timeout, Lubin drew the fifth
foul on Duke’s Khaman Maluach on a move in the paint
with 4.1 seconds left.

Lubin missed the first free throw. Still, he had another
shot coming, with UNC’s momentum giving the Tar
Heels plenty of optimism on what they could do if Lubin
tied it and potentially forced overtime.

But as Lubin bent his knees to take the second, With-
ers stepped his right foot into the paint as he stood
between Duke’s Isaiah Evans and Patrick Ngongba. He
quickly stepped back, but it was too late.

Ngongba immediately pointed toward Withers’ feet.
The whistle blew. Evans and Ngongba immediately
started clapping their hands and celebrating right in
front of Withers, while UNC teammate RJ Davis stood
beyond the 3-point arc with his hands on his head in
disbelief.

Worse, Lubin’s shot dropped through the net for what
would’ve been a 72-72 tie.

“I’ve never seen anything like that before, especially
up one,” Duke freshman Kon Knueppel said.

That was probably true of a packed instate crowd full
of the competing shades of rivalry blue, too.

“We all made mistakes in this game,” RJ Davis said. “I
am behind J-Wit. He has our full support, and we would
not be in this position without J-Wit. I want him to hold
his head high. We all make mistakes in this game. It’s
not just on him.”

The Tar Heels missed a desperation 3-pointer on one
final possession, and Withers immediately covered
his face with his jersey at the bench in anguish. He re-
grouped enough to go through the postgame handshake
line with a towel on his head.

“The emotions (that) followed was just just the sense,
I’d say mostly disbelief initially,” Withers said. “But
following that, of course, upset with the end result.”

His voice trailed off. That’s when his coach inter-
jected.

“Guys,” Hubert Davis told reporters, “we’re not here
without J-Wit.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Withers’ mistake costs Tar Heels tying
free-throw after remarkable comeback

Lane violation adds
to Duke-UNC lore

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — The 10th-ranked Clemson
Tigers trailed No. 13 Louisville, 33-28, at halftime of
Friday night’s semifinal game at the ACC Tournament
and were in need of some in-game adjustments. So it
didn’t help when the Tigers found themselves locked
out of their locker room at halftime.

Clemson players wound up sitting on the cement floor
outside of the locker room while coach Brad Brownell
addressed his team.

Eventually the door was unlocked by building secu-
rity, and the Tigers were able to get in.

The ACC added two minutes to halftime as a result.
Whether it was coincidence or not, Clemson did not

play well early in the second half, eventually falling
behind by 15 after going more than six minutes without
a field goal. The Tigers finally got some momentum and
cut the lead to two with a furious rally and had a chance
to tie before losing 76-73.

Brownell said that has never happened to his Clemson
team before.

“No, not at this level,” Brownell said. “It’s disappoint-
ing, obviously.”

An ACC spokesperson said it’s unclear how the door,
which locks from the inside, wound up getting locked.
The conference posts a security guard outside every
locker room for every game, and there had never been
any incidents reported before.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Coach ‘disappointed’ after halftime fiasco
during ACC tournament loss to Louisville

Clemson locked
out of locker room

LAS VEGAS — Christopher
Bell sometimes can’t believe
seven-time NASCAR cham-
pion Jimmie Johnson even
knows Bell exists. And when
Bell’s phone lights up with
a new text message from the
Hall of Famer, he can’t stop
himself from freaking out a
little bit.

But the texts have come
three weeks in a row now —
after Bell victories at Atlanta,
Circuit of the Americas in
Texas and Phoenix — and Bell
hopes Johnson hits that send
button again Sunday at Las
Vegas Motor Speedway.

Bell has the chance to be-
come the first driver since
Johnson in 2007 to win four
consecutive Cup Series races
— an accomplishment only
eight drivers have achieved
in the modern era of NASCAR
that began in 1972. He starts
13th on Sunday.

“It is still the coolest thing
in the world to me that I
have Jimmie Johnson in my
phone,” Bell said. “He has
talked to me, he has sent me a
text message after every win
so far. I’m still shocked every

time I see his name pop up. I
respect the heck out of him.
It’s an honor to know that he
thinks of me after the race to
send a text message. That is
so cool.”

Bell’s three straight wins is
the Cup Series’ longest win-
ning streak since Kyle Larson
won three in a row twice in
2021, and Bell is the first to do
it in NASCAR’s Next Gen car,
which was introduced in 2022.

Who has won four races in
a row before?

Among those who have ac-
complished the feat, seven are
in NASCAR’s Hall of Fame
and six are Cup Series cham-
pions.

The drivers who have won
four consecutive races in the
modern era are Cale Yarbor-
ough in 1976, Darrell Waltrip
in 1981, Dale Earnhardt in
1987, Harry Gant in 1981, Bill
Elliott in 1992, Mark Martin in
1993, Jeff Gordon in 1998 and
Johnson 18 years ago.

Bell’s three wins this year
tie his career-high victory tal-
lies set in 2022 and matched
in 2024, and breaking his sea-
son-best mark isn’t out of the
question at Las Vegas, where
he has five career top-10 fin-
ishes in 10 starts and three
poles. Bell, in his No. 20 Toy-
ota for Joe Gibbs Racing, was
the runner-up in Vegas’ last
two fall races.

He is not considering a
fourth consecutive victory a
lock even as he has dominated
the first month of the season.

“One thing is for sure: Noth-
ing that has happened the last
three weeks means anything
for this week,” Bell said. “Ev-
erything is still ahead of me
and nothing is set, and we
have to go out there and per-
form. This has been a strong
track for us in the past, but I’m
just trying very hard to not get
ahead of myself and under-
stand it is a new week. It’s a
different race, and everyone is
going to be bringing their best
stuff to try to beat me.”

Dirt disappointment
Bell has watched from the

sidelines the last few years
as longtime dirt rival Larson
raced all over the world. Team
owner Joe Gibbs had prevent-
ed Bell from extracurricular
racing. He was admittedly
jealous that Larson got to race
on dirt while Bell was barred.
But the ban was lifted this
year, and Bell was set to make
his debut in the Larson-owned
High Limit Racing series this
weekend at Las Vegas.

But inclement weather
pushed Thursday’s event to
Friday, and when that also
had to be postponed until
Saturday, Bell was officially
scratched the lineup. It’s not

that Gibbs won’t let him race
the night before a Cup Series
event — JGR teammate Ty
Gibbs still plans to compete
in Larson’s race — but Bell
and crew chief Adam Stevens
came to a “mutual decision” to
not run on Saturdays.

“I think some of (the reason)
is we are on the West Coast
and if I would bang my head
up a little bit or crash, it would
be harder to get a driver here
to fill that void,” Bell said. “I
don’t know if it would be dif-
ferent once we get to the East
Coast, but as of right now, we
are going to stay away from
Saturdays. The Gibbs man-
agement group, that’s not on
them. They are allowing me
to pick and choose my races
wisely. That is strictly be-
tween me and Adam.”

Odds and ends
Larson (+400) is the Bet-

MGM Sportsbook favorite,
followed by Bell (+450). …
Larson is the defending race
winner, and Joey Logano won
last fall. Logano said the Las
Vegas win, which occurred in
the third-round opener of the
playoffs and pushed him into
the championship-deciding
race, gave him the momen-
tum to win the title … The
field includes three Las Ve-
gas natives: Kyle Busch, Noah
Gragson and Riley Herbst.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Bell chases congratulatory text
Driver has heard from
NASCAR legend
Johnson 3 weeks in row

LAS VEGAS — Las Vegas
native Noah Gragson is driv-
ing for his third team in his
third season in the NASCAR
Cup Series.

Gragson is in his first sea-
son racing for Front Row Mo-
torsports. His car number and
race shop are different, but not
everything is entirely new for
Gragson.

After Stewart-Hass Racing
shut down after the 2024 sea-
son, Gragson transitioned to
his new home at Front Row
Motorsports and brought
many of his crew members
with him.

“It’s been really smooth for
me on my part and all the guys
on the team; probably half
of them worked with me last
year at Stewart-Haas Racing,”
Gragson said. “For myself,
it’s been a pretty seamless
transition, super easy and
comfortable just learning
some of the new members of
the organization at Front Row
Motorsports.”

Gragson will race in Sun-
day’s Pennzoil 400 NASCAR
Cup Series race at Las Vegas
Motor Speedway. The green
flag is scheduled for 12:30 p.m.

The most noticeable simi-
larity for Gragson is he was
able to bring over crew chief
Drew Blickensderfer to lead
the No. 4 Ford. In his second
full season driving in the Cup
Series, Gragson said having
an established relationship
with his crew chief is bene-
ficial to acclimating to a new
team.

Blickensderfer is “certainly
a guy that I’m comfortable
with and familiar with, so it
makes that really easy to be
able to talk to him and work
with him,” Gragson said. “We
already have our communica-
tion in line and have spent a
year working with each other
and growing together.”

Gragson joined the Cup Se-
ries in 2023, but his season for
Legacy Motor Club was cut
short when he was suspend-
ed in August for “liking” an
insensitive meme on social
media and didn’t race the rest
of the season.

After being reinstated, he
joined Stewart-Haas Racing,
but the team announced in
May it would be shutting
down. Any worries about
finding a ride for 2025 were
put to rest when Front Row
Motorsports and Gragson an-

nounced in July he would join
the organization.

Gragson finished 24th in the
point standings and finished
with seven top-10 finishes last
season. He recorded a then-ca-
reer-best sixth-place finish in
last year’s Pennzoil 400.

The biggest lesson Gragson
said he learned was to not
let one bad race weekend roll
over into more races.

“I kind of ride the waves of
when things are good, they’re
good,” said Gragson, 31st in
the Cup Series standings after
four races. “When things are
not so good, it kind of carries
into the next couple of weeks
on the racetrack. Just trying
to get out of those slumps and
continue to bring fast race
cars to the track and maxi-
mize the race weekend.”

Gragson, 26, is part of a
young lineup at Front Row

Motorsports. The organiza-
tion has become more compet-
itive in the past few seasons
and expanded to three cars
this offseason. Gragson has
two of his “buddies” as his
teammates in Todd Gilliland
and Zane Smith.

Gragson’s relationship
with Smith goes back to their
youth, when they raced at the
Bullring alongside Las Vegas
native Riley Herbst, in his
first season in the Cup Series
with 23XI Racing.

Smith and Herbst had sever-
al years of racing experience
when Gragson started racing
at age 13. The three were team-
mates and raced at the three-
eighths-mile Bullring on the
LVMS property.

“We all support each other
and want to see each other be
successful on the racetrack,”
Gragson said.

LAS VEGAS REVIEW-JOURNAL

Las Vegan Gragson gets used to new team
Driver enjoys ‘smooth’
change to Front Row
Motorsports this year

AP

Noah Gragson makes a pit stop during the Daytona 500 last month.

AP

Christopher Bell celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series race this month at Phoenix Raceway.

AP

North Carolina forward Jae’Lyn Withers pulls a
rebound away from Wake Forest forward Efton Reid
III in the quarterfinals of the ACC tournament.
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“so I’ve got to return the favor, and
that’s how I do it. I do it with genuine
love, not by force. It’s because I want
them to be great.”

Such was the case last season with
the Eagles on their way to winning
the Super Bowl. He knew he likely
would be expendable after the Ea-
gles used their top two draft picks
in 2024 on cornerbacks Quinyon
Mitchell and Cooper DeJean. And,
sure enough, the Eagles gave Slay
his release rather than pay him $16
million in the final year of his con-
tract. The confetti barely had been
cleaned up from the Super Bowl
celebration when Slay learned his
time with the Eagles was over.

That knowledge didn’t stop Slay
from mentoring the Eagles’ young
tandem last season.

“I don’t think I would have had
the success I’ve had without him,”
Mitchell told reporters at the Super
Bowl after a rookie season in which
he had 12 pass breakups. “He’s been
a big brother, been a teammate, I can
come to him about anything. On the
football side, he’s helped me a lot. In
real life, outside football, he’s helped
me a lot as well. Talking to guys from
other teams, that kind of shocked me

because that’s not always the case.”
With the Steelers, Slay will en-

counter a cornerback room that in-
cludes Cory Trice Jr., Beanie Bishop
and fellow free-agent signee Brandin
Echols. Slay plans to take the same
approach he used with Mitchell and
DeJean in Philadelphia.

“I was not forcing myself upon
them as in, ‘We need to do this, we
need to do that,’ because I’m a guy
that’s a willing worker, and if you’re
a willing worker, it’s easy to go,”
Slay said. “We worked out every day,
met up in the morning. We worked
out on offense doing their drills. We
worked out on the side of the field
getting our stuff in. I like young guys
that want to be dedicated to your
craft. If you’re not dedicated to your
craft, this is not the sport for you.”

The Steelers gave Slay a $10 mil-
lion contract primarily because
they believe he can be an upgrade
over his predecessors. It is the third
consecutive year the Steelers added
a veteran from the outside, with
Slay following Patrick Peterson and
Donte Jackson. Peterson lasted one
season before he was released, end-
ing his illustrious career.

Jackson left for the Los Angeles
Chargers in free agency, but the
Steelers showed minimal interest

in bringing him back. And perhaps
with good reason.

Although Jackson led the Steelers
with five interceptions in his only
season, he didn’t fare well in other
aspects of the game. According to
Pro Football Focus, Jackson had the
second-worst missed tackles percent-
age among all NFL cornerbacks at
24.4. He had 10 missed tackles on 41
attempts. Slay had just three missed
tackles in 55 attempts, a rate of 5.5%.

Slay also received a 75.5 percent
coverage grade in PFF’s subjective
rankings (No. 12 overall) compared
to 45.1 (No. 72) for Jackson. And
although Slay didn’t have an inter-
ception last season, his 17 forced
incompletions tied for the NFL lead,
and he ranked second with 16 pass
breakups.

Slay credits the success he’s dis-
played in the twilight of his NFL
career to working with Steelers de-
fensive coordinator Teryl Austin in
his early stages. In 2013, Slay’s sec-
ond NFL season, Austin was hired
as Detroit’s defensive coordinator.
Austin remained with the Lions for
four seasons. In his final year, Slay
led the NFL with eight interceptions
and 26 pass breakups.

“He taught me early at a young
age, don’t use your talent as much,”

Slay said. “Only use your God-given
(abilities) when you need to. What he
means by that is to come in the film
room, so I kind of learned the game
real quick and real early. People
think I’m moving as fast as I possibly
can, but I’m not because I just know
where they are going probably be-
fore they know where they are going.
That comes from watching film with
TA and just trying to make sure I use
my ability as long as I possibly can.”

It didn’t hurt that the Lions had
future Hall of Fame wide receiver
Calvin Johnson on the practice field
every day to serve as a foil for Slay.
Austin made sure to match up the
duo whenever possible during the
three seasons Slay and Johnson were
teammates.

“He helped me become who I am
today,” Slay said about Austin. “I
always looked at him as a father
figure.”

Now, it’s Slay’s turn to take on that
role, and it’s one he embraces.

“I want them to always be better
than me,” Slay said. “Every guy I
ever had under me, my job is to make
sure they’d be better than me — as a
player, person, everything.”

Joe Rutter is a TribLive staff writer. He can be
reached at jrutter@triblive.com.

Slay appreciates coordinator Austin

BASKETBALL
NBA
RESULTS/SCHEDULE
Saturday’s games
Boston 115, Brooklyn 113
Oklahoma City 113, Detroit 107
Chicago at Houston (n)
Indiana at Milwaukee (n)
Miami at Memphis (n)
New Orleans at San Antonio (n)
New York at Golden State (n)
Washington at Denver (n)
Today’s games
Orlando at Cleveland, 1 p.m.
Philadelphia at Dallas, 1 p.m.
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers, 3:30 p.m.
Atlanta at Brooklyn, 6 p.m.
Toronto at Portland, 6 p.m.
Charlotte at L.A. Clippers, 7 p.m.
Utah at Minnesota, 7 p.m.
Oklahoma City at Milwaukee, 9 p.m.

COLLEGES
BASEBALL
Saturday’s results
Cal (Pa.) 6, Mansfield 5
Geneva 16, SUNY Canton 1
Grand Valley State 19, Gannon 13
Heidelberg 4, Westminster 3
Pitt-Johnstown 6, Bloomsburg 3
Rochester 13, Allegheny 12
Saint Vincent 2, Newport News Apprentice
School 0
Seton Hill 4, D’Youville 0
Slippery Rock 2, St. Anselm 0
Washington (Md.) 14, Thiel 4 (7 inn.)

BASKETBALL
MEN
Saturday’s conference tournament
scores
America East
Championship
Bryant 77, Maine 59
American Athletic
Semifinal
Memphis 78, Tulane 77
UAB 66, North Texas 56
Atlantic 10
Semifinal
VCU 62, Loyola Chicago 55
George Mason 74, Saint Joseph’s 64
Big 12
Championship
Houston 72, Arizona 64
Big East
Championship
St. John’s 82, Creighton 66
Big Ten
Semifinal
Wisconsin 77, Michigan St. 74
Michigan 81, Maryland 80
Central Intercollegiate Athletic
First round
Virginia St. 80, West Chester 64
East Coast
First round
Daemen 80, Bridgeport 68
Great Lakes Intercollegiate Athletic
First round
Michigan Tech 87, N. Michigan 72
Lake Superior St. 76, Lincoln (Mo.) 64
Gulf South
First round
Ala.-Huntsville 99, Tampa 88
Ivy League
Semifinal
Yale 59, Princeton 57
Cornell 87, Dartmouth 71
Lone Star
First round
St. Mary’s (Texas) 67, Lubbock Christian 61
Dallas Baptist 74, Regis 54
Metro Atlantic Athletic
Championship
Mount St. Mary’s 63, Iona 49
Mid-America Intercollegiate Athletics
First round
Washburn 85, Harding 57
Mid-American
Championship
Akron 76, Miami (Ohio) 74
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference
Championship
Norfolk St. 66, SC State 65
Mountain-West Conference
Semifinal
Colorado St. 83, Utah St. 72
Championship
Colorado St. 69, Boise St. 56

Northeast-10
First round
Assumption 92, S. New Hampshire 66
Dominican (NY) 85, Adelphi 66
St. Thomas Aquinas 79, Pace 72
Northern Sun Intercollegiate
First round
Winona St. 69, SW Minnesota 62
Minn. St. (Moorhead) 69, Fort Hays St. 62
Peach Belt Athletic
First round
SC-Aiken 80, Catawba 71
Columbus St. 75, Carson-Newman 74
Pennsylvania State Athletic
First round
Gannon 99, East Stroudsburg 74
Rocky Mountain Athletic
First round
Colorado Mines 74, West Texas A&M 62
South Atlantic
First round
Lenoir-Rhyne 94, Augusta 79
UNC-Pembroke 90, Lincoln Memorial 88
Southeastern
Semifinal
Tennessee 70, Auburn 65
Florida 104, Alabama 82
Sunshine State
First Round
Florida Southern 86, Montevallo 83
Nova Southeastern 76, Savannah St. 64
WOMEN
Saturday’s district results
ECAC Division III championship
Allegheny 56, William Paterson 52

GOLF
SATURDAY’S SCORES
PGA TOUR
The Players Championship — Third
round
J.J. Spaun ...................... 66-68-70—204 -12

Bud Cauley .................... 68-71-66—205 -11
Lucas Glover.................. 66-70-71—207 -9
Alex Smalley ................. 68-67-72—207 -9
Akshay Bhatia............... 67-66-75—208 -8
Corey Conners ............... 71-71-66—208 -8
Rory McIlroy.................. 67-68-73—208 -8
Patrick Cantlay.............. 69-70-70—209 -7
Stephan Jaeger ............. 68-71-70—209 -7
Jake Knapp.................... 69-68-72—209 -7
Max McGreevy .............. 68-71-70—209 -7
Sepp Straka................... 70-68-71—209 -7
Danny Walker................ 73-70-66—209 -7
Ryan Gerard................... 72-69-69—210 -6
J.T. Poston..................... 73-68-69—210 -6
Chris Kirk....................... 70-71-70—211 -5
Min Woo Lee ................. 67-66-78—211 -5
Robert Macintyre .......... 69-70-72—211 -5
Sam Ryder..................... 68-71-72—211 -5
Scottie Scheffler ........... 69-70-72—211 -5
Davis Thompson............ 72-68-71—211 -5
Daniel Berger ................ 70-73-69—212 -4
Tommy Fleetwood......... 71-66-75—212 -4
Tom Hoge ...................... 71-70-71—212 -4
Tom Kim ........................ 70-73-69—212 -4
Denny McCarthy............ 68-74-70—212 -4
Taylor Moore ................. 71-68-73—212 -4
Collin Morikawa ............ 70-65-77—212 -4
Taylor Pendrith.............. 69-70-73—212 -4
Mac Meissner................ 74-69-70—213 -3
Davis Riley .................... 74-66-73—213 -3
Justin Thomas............... 78-62-73—213 -3
Keegan Bradley ............. 70-72-72—214 -2
Jacob Bridgeman........... 69-69-76—214 -2
Harris English ............... 72-66-76—214 -2
Ryan Fox........................ 72-70-72—214 -2
Joe Highsmith............... 69-72-73—214 -2
Justin Lower ................. 72-71-71—214 -2
Matthew McCarty ......... 70-69-75—214 -2
Aaron Rai....................... 68-74-72—214 -2
Jordan Spieth................ 70-71-73—214 -2
Jesper Svensson ........... 72-70-72—214 -2
Will Zalatoris ................ 70-66-78—214 -2

HOCKEY
NHL
EASTERN CONFERENCE
Atlantic Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Florida ..............41 23 3 85 219 180
Tampa Bay........38 23 5 81 234 179
Toronto .............39 24 3 81 210 197
Ottawa .............36 25 5 77 195 187
Montreal...........32 27 7 71 197 216
Detroit..............31 29 6 68 191 211
Boston..............30 30 8 68 184 218
Buffalo..............26 33 6 58 206 230
Metropolitan Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Washington......44 15 8 96 244 175
Carolina ............41 22 4 86 217 178
New Jersey.......36 26 6 78 204 177
N.Y. Rangers .....33 28 6 72 203 201
Columbus..........31 27 8 70 217 221
N.Y. Islanders ...29 28 8 66 175 194
Penguins...........28 31 10 66 202 250
Philadelphia......28 32 8 64 192 232
WESTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Winnipeg ..........46 17 4 96 234 154
Dallas ...............42 21 2 86 222 170
Colorado............40 24 3 83 224 194
Minnesota ........37 24 5 79 183 189
St. Louis ...........31 28 7 69 190 199
Utah..................29 26 11 69 187 197
Nashville ..........25 33 7 57 171 213
Chicago .............20 37 9 49 180 231
Pacific Division

W L OT Pts GF GA
Vegas................39 19 8 86 222 181
Edmonton.........38 24 4 80 211 193
Los Angeles......35 20 9 79 184 169
Calgary .............30 24 11 71 169 190
Vancouver.........30 24 11 71 178 198
Anaheim...........29 30 7 65 177 204

Seattle..............29 34 4 62 201 218
San Jose ...........18 41 9 45 178 255
NOTE: Two points for a win, one point for
overtime loss. Top three teams in each
division and two wild cards per conference
advance to playoffs.
RESULTS/SCHEDULE
Saturday’s games
Penguins 7, New Jersey 3
Buffalo 4, Vegas 3 (SO)
Washington 5, San Jose 1
N.Y. Rangers 4, Columbus 0
Tampa Bay 6, Boston 2
Carolina 5, Philadelphia 0
Ottawa 4, Toronto 2
Montreal 3, Florida 1
Nashville at Los Angeles (n)
St. Louis at Minnesota (n)
Chicago at Vancouver (n)
Today’s games
Vegas at Detroit, 1 p.m.
Dallas at Colorado, 3:30 p.m.
Anaheim at St. Louis, 6 p.m.
Edmonton at N.Y. Rangers, 7 p.m.
Florida at N.Y. Islanders, 7:30 p.m.
Utah at Vancouver, 8 p.m.
Winnipeg at Seattle, 9 p.m.
Monday’s games
Buffalo at Boston, 7 p.m.
New Jersey at Columbus, 7 p.m.
Philadelphia at Tampa Bay, 7 p.m.
Calgary at Toronto, 7:30 p.m.
Los Angeles at Minnesota, 8 p.m.

MOTOR SPORTS
TODAY’S LINEUP
NASCAR CUP SERIES
Pennzoil 400
(Car number in parentheses)
1. (71) Michael McDowell, Chevrolet,
186.961 mph.
2. (22) Joey Logano, Ford, 186.864.

3. (2) Austin Cindric, Ford, 186.793.
4. (8) Kyle Busch, Chevrolet, 186.638.
5. (43) Erik Jones, Toyota, 186.632.
6. (48) Alex Bowman, Chevrolet, 186.619.
7. (21) Josh Berry, Ford, 186.599.
8. (24) William Byron, Chevrolet, 186.567.
9. (38) Zane Smith, Ford, 186.554.
10. (5) Kyle Larson, Chevrolet, 186.528.
11. (17) Chris Buescher, Ford, 186.438.
12. (60) Ryan Preece, Ford, 186.419.
13. (20) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 186.310.
14. (45) Tyler Reddick, Toyota, 186.265.
15. (11) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 186.239.
16. (9) Chase Elliott, Chevrolet, 186.207.
17. (10) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 186.085.
18. (16) AJ Allmendinger, Chevrolet,
186.079.
19. (1) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 186.072.
20. (23) Bubba Wallace, Toyota, 185.982.
21. (4) Noah Gragson, Ford, 185.829.
22. (3) Austin Dillon, Chevrolet, 185.771.
23. (99) Daniel Suárez, Chevrolet, 185.682.
24. (19) Chase Briscoe, Toyota, 185.370.
25. (77) Carson Hocevar, Chevrolet,
185.357.
26. (41) Cole Custer, Ford, 185.344.
27. (6) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 185.255.
28. (88) Shane Van Gisbergen, Chevrolet,
185.027.
29. (54) Ty Gibbs, Toyota, 184.989.
30. (42) John H. Nemechek, Toyota,
184.660.
31. (47) Ricky Stenhouse Jr, Chevrolet,
184.395.
32. (34) Todd Gilliland, Ford, 184.024.
33. (7) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 183.855.
34. (35) Riley Herbst, Toyota, 181.281.
35. (51) Cody Ware, Ford, 179.444.
36. (12) Ryan Blaney, Ford, .000.

ODDS
NBA

TODAY’S GAMES
Favorite Points (O/U) Underdog
MAVERICKS ....7 (227.5) ................76ers
LAKERS ............NL (NL) ..................Suns
Hawks ........... 1.5 (224.5)...............NETS
CAVALIERS... 12.5 (223.5).............Magic
BLAZERS ....... 4.5 (231.5)...........Raptors
T’WOLVES ......12 (233.5) .................Jazz
CLIPPERS...... 12.5 (224.5)......... Hornets
Thunder ......... 3.5 (226.5)............ BUCKS

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
TODAY’S GAMES
Ivy League Tournament
Favorite Points Underdog
Yale....................... 5.5................... Cornell
Atlantic 10 Conference
Virginia Comm ..... 7.5....... George Mason
SEC
Florida ....................3 ...............Tennessee
Big 10 Conference
Wisconsin............. 3.5................Michigan

NHL
TODAY’S GAMES
Favorite Odds (O/U) Underdog
Vegas....... -$145/+$125 (6.5)......WINGS
AVS.......... -$135/+$115 (6.0).........Stars
BLUES...... -$175/+$155 (5.5)........Ducks
Oilers....... -$135/+$115 (6.5) RANGERS
Panthers..-$140/+$120 (5.5)........ ISLES
CANUCKS . -$120/even (5.5)...........Utah
Jets.......... -$175/+$155 (5.5)... KRAKEN

MLB
MARCH 18
Favorite Odds (O/U) Underdog
t-Dodgers ...... -$170 (8.5)................Cubs
MARCH 19
t-Dodgers ...... -$155 (8.5)................Cubs
t-Tokyo.

•••
Home team in CAPITAL letters; (O/U) =
over/under; NL = no lines

RECREATION
GOLF
HOLE-IN-ONE
• Cliff Rankin, Sewickley, Edgewood Country
Club, Churchill, No. 14, 119 yards, pitching
wedge

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL
MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
CLEVELAND GUARDIANS — Optioned LHP
doug Nikhazy to Columbus (IL).
HOUSTON ASTROS — Reassigned OF Quincy
Hamilton to minor league camp.
SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned 1B Tyler
Locklear to Tacoma (PCL).
NATIONAL LEAGUE
CINCINNATI REDS — Optioned OF Will
Benson to Louisville (IL). Reassigned RHPs
Albert Abreu, RHP Zach Maxwell, Chase
Petty, Bryan Shaw and Lenny Torres to
minor league camp.
MIAMI MARLINS — Claimed RHP Seth
Martinez off waivers from Seattle. Placed
LHP Andrew Nardi on the 60-day IL.
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Optioned RHPs
Roddery Munoz and Riley O’Brien to
Memphis (IL).

FOOTBALL
NFL
BALTIMORE RAVENS — Re-signed OL Ben
Cleveland.
BUFFALO BILLS — Signed ILB Michael
Hoecht, WR Laviska Shenault Jr. and DE
Larry Ogunjobi.
DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed RB Miles
Sanders.
LOS ANGELES CHARGERS — Signed DE
Da’Shawn Hand and CB Donte Jackson.
TENNESSEE TITANS — Released CB Chidobe
Awuzie.
WASHINGTON COMMANDERS — Signed DT
Eddie Goldman.

HOCKEY
NHL
PENGUINS — Reassigned D Sebastian
Aho and LW Matt Nieto to Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton (AHL).
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Activated LW
Zachary L’Heureux from injured reserve.
NEW YORK RANGERS — Activated D Adam
Fox from injured reserve.

Auto racing
MOTOGP

1:30 p.m. FIM The
Argentina Grand Prix. FS2
NASCAR CUP SERIES
3:30 p.m. The Pennzoil

400. FS1

Baseball
MLB

6 a.m. 2025 MLB
World Tour Tokyo Series:
Chicago Cubs at Yomiuri
Giants. MLB

1 p.m. Pirates vs. N.Y.
Yankees. SportsNet Pitts-
burgh/93.7 FM

1 p.m. Houston vs. N.Y.
Mets. MLBN

4 p.m. Spring Break-
out: Detroit Prospects vs.
Atlanta Prospects. MLBN

7:30 p.m. Spring
Breakout: Cincinnati Pros-
pects vs. Milwaukee Pros-
pects. MLBN

COLLEGE
2 p.m. Texas at Missis-

sippi St. SECN
3 p.m. North Carolina

at Louisville. ACCN
5 p.m. Alabama at

Texas A&M. SECN

Basketball

3X3 WOMEN
7:30 p.m. Unrivaled

Basketball League: Laces
vs. Rose, semifinal. TNT,
TRUTV (DataCast)

8:45 p.m. Unrivaled
Basketball League: Vinyl
vs. Lunar Owls, semifinal.
TNT, TRUTV (DataCast)

COLLEGE MEN
Noon Ivy League Tour-

nament: TBD, champion-
ship. ESPN2

1 p.m. Atlantic 10 Tour-
nament: TBD, champion-
ship. CBS

1 p.m. SEC Tournament:
TBD, championship. ESPN

3:15 p.m. American
Athletic Tournament: TBD,
championship. ESPN

3:30 p.m. Big Ten
Tournament: TBD, champi-
onship. CBS

6 p.m. NCAA Men’s
Basketball championship
Selection Show. CBS

COLLEGE WOMEN
Noon Patriot League

Tournament: Army at
Lehigh, championship.
CBSSN

Noon Northeast
Tournament: Stonehill at
Fairleigh Dickinson, cham-
pionship. ESPNU

2 p.m. Coastal Athletic

Tournament: TBD, champi-
onship. CBSSN

2 p.m. Missouri Valley
Tournament: TBD, champi-
onship. ESPN2

8 p.m. NCAA Women’s
Selection Special. ESPN

NBA
6 p.m. Orlando at

Cleveland. ABC
3:30 p.m. Phoenix at

L.A. Lakers. ABC
9:10 p.m. Oklahoma

City at Milwaukee. ESPN
NBA G-LEAGUE

3 p.m. Stockton at
Osceola. NBATV

Bowling
PBA TOUR

8 p.m. The WSOB XVI
Scorpion championship.
FS1

Golf
PGA TOUR

1 p.m. The 2025 PLAY-
ERS championship final
round. NBC

Gymnastics
COLLEGE MEN

3:30 p.m. Nebraska at
Penn St. BTN

Lacrosse

COLLEGE MEN
2 p.m. Jacksonville at

North Carolina. ESPNU

Hockey
AHL

4 p.m. Hershey at
Chicago. NHLN

NHL
1 p.m. Vegas at Detroit.

TNT, TRUTV (DataCast)
3:30 p.m. Dallas at

Colorado. TNT, TRUTV
(DataCast)

Horse racing
THOROUGHBRED

3 p.m. America’s Day at
the Races. FS2

Lacrosse
NLL

4:30 p.m. Las Vegas at
San Diego. ESPNU

9 p.m. Toronto at
Vancouver. ESPNU

Sailing
SAIL GP

5 p.m. The Rolex Los
Angeles Grand Prix —
Event 4. CBSSN

Soccer
BEACH

5:50 p.m. CONCACAF
championship: TBD, Third-
Place Match. FS2

7:50 p.m. CONCACAF
championship: TBD, final.
FS2

MLS
2 p.m. Nashville at

Philadelphia. FOX
4:30 p.m. L.A. Galaxy

at Portland. FOX
NWSL

6:50 p.m. San Diego at
Angel City. ESPN2

PREMIER LEAGUE
9:30 a.m. Tottenham

Hotspur at Fulham. USA
3 p.m. Manchester

United at Leicester City.
USA

SPFL
8:25 a.m. Rangers at

Celtic. CBSSN

Softball
COLLEGE

Noon Oklahoma at
Arkansas. SECN

6 p.m. Boston College
at Virginia. ACCN

Tennis
ATP/WTA

2 p.m. Indian Wells
Singles finals. Tennis

SPORTS BROADCASTS

After a season of improved
production on offense, Pitt
extended the contract of of-
fensive coordinator Kade Bell,
senior associate athletic di-
rector Pat Bostick said Satur-
day on the “Panther Insider”
Show on 93.7 FM.

The new contract and pay
raise for Bell,
32, first was
reported by
ESPN’s Pete
Thamel. Bell
is expected
to be paid
among the
top one-third
of offensive
coordinators
in the ACC, Thamel reported.

With the extension, Bell
could become the longest-serv-
ing offensive coordinator un-
der coach Pat Narduzzi. Hired
a year ago, Bell is the sixth
OC to work for Narduzzi, who
is entering his 11th season
at Pitt. Only Mark Whipple
(2019-21) served more than two
seasons.

Bell’s hurry-up offense, a
dramatic departure from pre-
vious Narduzzi teams at Pitt,
averaged 408.7 total yards last
season, a significant increase
over 2023 (317.9) and better
than 2022 (405.8) when the Pan-
thers won nine games.

While finishing 7-6 in 2024,
Pitt scored 45 touchdowns on
offense, 42nd among 133 FBS
schools.

Even after quarterback Eli
Holstein was sidelined by in-
juries and played in only 10
games, Pitt’s passing game
averaged 266.9 yards, 24th in
the nation, fourth in the ACC.

The extension comes after
On3.com’s Pete Nakos report-
ed at the end of last season that
Bell was under consideration
to become Oklahoma’s offen-
sive coordinator, a job that
eventually went to Ben Ar-
buckle of Washington State.

by JERRy DiPAOLA

Offensive coordinator
could boast longest
tenure under Narduzzi

Pitt’s Bell
gets 3-year
extension

Jerry DiPaola is a TribLive staff writer. He
can be reached at jdipaola@triblive.com.

Bell AP

Cornerback Darius Slay (left) missed three tackles in 55 attempts last season, according to Pro Football Focus.
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump has signed into law leg-
islation funding the government
through the end of September,
ending the threat of a partial gov-
ernment shutdown and capping a
struggle in Congress that deeply
divided Democrats.

Harrison Fields, White House
principal deputy press secretary,
said in a post on X that Trump
signed the continuing resolution
Saturday.

The bill largely keeps government
funding at levels set during Joe
Biden’s presidency, though with
changes. It trims non-defense spend-
ing by about $13 billion from the
previous year and increases defense
spending by about $6 billion, which
are marginal changes when talking
about a topline spending level of
nearly $1.7 trillion.

The Senate cleared the legisla-
tion Friday in a 54-46 vote, with 10
members of the Senate Democrat-
ic caucus helping the bill advance
to passage despite opposition from
within their party — most vocally
from colleagues in the House, who
exhorted them to reject the bill out
of hand.

Senate Democrats argued for days
over whether to force a shutdown,
livid that Republicans in the House
had drafted and passed the spend-
ing measure without their input.
Democrats said the legislation short-
changes health care, housing and
other priorities and gives Trump
wide leeway to redirect federal
spending even as his administration
and the Department of Government
Efficiency rapidly dismantle con-
gressionally approved agencies and
programs.

In the end, enough of the Demo-
cratic senators decided a govern-
ment shutdown would be even worse
than letting the funding bill pass.

Senate Democratic leader Chuck
Schumer said a shutdown would
have given the Trump administra-
tion the ability to deem whole agen-
cies, programs and personnel non-
essential, furloughing staff with no
promise they would ever be rehired.

“A shutdown will allow DOGE to
shift into overdrive,” Schumer said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Trump signs bill
making changes
in spending plan

Domestic
programs
due for
cutbacks

Scientists are sounding alarms
about a genetic mutation that was
recently identified in four dairy
cow herds, nearly one year after
H5N1 bird flu was first reported
in Texas dairy cattle.

The change is one that research-
ers have dreaded finding because
it is associated with increased
mammal-to-mammal transmis-
sion and disease severity.

“That is the mutation found in
the first human case, which was ex-
tremely pathogenic in ferrets,” said
Yoshihiro Kawaoka, an infectious
disease expert at the University of
Wisconsin, Madison and the Uni-
versity of Tokyo. “Finding the same
mutation in cows is significant.”

The mutation is called PB2
E627K, and it was seen in a Texas
dairy worker last March. It was
not seen again until these sequenc-
es were uploaded last week. The

data was uploaded by the USDA’s
National Veterinary Laboratory
Services to a public access genetic
repository known as GISAID.

Henry Niman, an evolutionary
molecular biologist with Recom-
binomics Inc., a virus and vaccine
research company in Pittsburgh,
reviewed the sequence data and
reported the results to the Los
Angeles Times and on social media
Wednesday.

Last summer, Kawaoka exposed
ferrets in his laboratory to that
viral strain. He found the ferrets
were able to transmit the virus
to one another via respiratory
droplets, and it killed 100% of the
infected animals.

The Texas dairy worker com-
plained only of conjunctivitis; he
didn’t have a fever or show signs
of respiratory dysfunction.

The information provided to
GISAID doesn’t include location
data, so scientists often use other

information to identify the herds.
In this case, because the se-

quence data was added last week,
it is likely from herds that were
only recently reported by the
USDA. In the last week, herds
from Idaho and California have
been added to the USDA’s tally.

The herds in California have
the more common B3.13 strain,
which has been associated with
dairy cows since last year. The
strain circulating in Idaho is D1.1,
which spilled over from wild birds
this year.

Therefore, the new sequence
data added Tuesday — which were
of the B3.13 variety — are likely
from infected California herds.

Since the outbreak was first re-
ported in dairy cows last March, 70
people have been infected and one
person has died. According to the
USDA, 985 dairy herds have been
infected, with 754 of those located
in California.

LOS ANGELES TIMES

Bird flu mutation
spreads new fears
Variation found in cattle associated with mammal-to-mammal transmission

LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS

Since the bird flu outbreak was first reported in dairy cows last March, 70 people have been infected and
one person has died.

Chances are, if you’re reading this,
you got some sleep last night. But are
you feeling rested?

Experts say it’s an important ques-
tion to consider.

Most of us spend a third of our lives
sleeping, but you may need more or
less than eight hours a night. The
number of hours needed changes
throughout your life, with babies
and kids needing more sleep and peo-
ple 65 and older able to function on
slightly less than seven to nine hours.

Here’s what sleep scientists and
doctors say about how much you
really need.

Sleep quality over quantity
Sleep is still a mystery, despite

how critical it is for our health.
“The reasons aren’t entirely clear,

but it’s an essential thing that we all
do,” said Dr. Rafael Pelayo, a sleep
specialist at Stanford University.
“Something remarkable happens
when you sleep. It’s the most natural
form of self-care that we have.”

Most of the population gets be-
tween seven and nine hours — and
that category has the lowest associa-
tion with health problems, said Molly
Atwood, a behavioral sleep medicine
clinician at Johns Hopkins.

Once people either dip into less
than six hours of sleep or get more
than nine hours on average, the risk
of health problems inches up, Atwood
said. But everybody is different.

When you’re trying to figure out

how much sleep you need, it’s im-
portant to think about the quality
of it, Pelayo said: “What you really
want to do is wake up feeling re-
freshed — that’s what it’s about.”

Needs change
The amount of sleep we need

changes throughout our lives. New-
borns need the most — somewhere
between 14 and 17 hours.

“Definitely when we’re babies and
children, because we are growing so
rapidly, we do need a lot more sleep,”
Atwood said.

The National Sleep Foundation
recommends most adults between
26 and 64 get between seven and nine
hours of sleep. People who are 65 and
older can get slightly less, and young
adults between ages 16 and 25 can get
slightly more.

Humans cycle through sleep stages

roughly every 90 minutes. In the first
portion of the night, Atwood said,
more of the cycle is slow wave sleep,
or deep sleep, which is essential to
repairing and restoring the body.
It’s also when “growth hormone” is
released.

In the latter hours of the night,
more of the sleep cycle is spent in
rapid-eye movement sleep, or dream
sleep, which is important for learn-
ing and memory consolidation, or the
process in which short-term memory
gets turned into long-term memory.

Kids get more “deep sleep,” with
about 50% of the night in that realm,
she said. That drops at adolescence,
Atwood said, because our body
doesn’t need the same kind of repair
and restoration.

When to seek help
You’ll know if you’re not getting

enough sleep if you’re feeling
grumpy, irritable and inattentive.
Long-term, those minor symptoms
can become serious problems — even
deadly.

“If you’re not getting enough sleep
or you have untreated insomnia or
sleep apnea, your risk of depression
increases,” Atwood said. “Your risk
of cardiovascular issues like high
blood pressure, risk of heart attack
and stroke increases. Your immune
system is compromised. You’re at
greater risk for Alzheimer’s.”

If you’re getting the recommend-
ed amount of sleep every night but
still waking up feeling tired, you
might consider going to your pri-
mary care physician. They can rule
out other health conditions that may
affect your sleep, Atwood said. But if
problems persist, seeking out a sleep
specialist could be helpful.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

How much sleep do you really need? It depends, study finds
Specialist calls slumber
‘the most natural form
of self-care that we have’

OMAHA, Neb. — Vac-
cines could be a key
means of suppressing
bird flu and avoiding
the slaughter of millions
of chickens, which is
blamed for egg prices av-
eraging about $6 a dozen.
But the move has been
delayed in part because
of concerns it could jeop-
ardize chicken exports
worth billions of dollars
a year.

The U.S. Department
of Agriculture has an-
nounced plans to spend
$100 million to study bird
flu vaccines to fight the
disease in concert with
meat chicken, egg and
turkey groups. That’s
part of a larger $1 billion
effort to invest in more
protections to keep the
virus off farms in hopes
of lowering egg prices.

Why doesn’t the U.S.
use a bird flu vaccine?

There are fears that
vaccinating could allow
the virus to linger unde-
tected in flocks and mu-
tate in ways that could
make it more of a threat
to humans and allow
sick birds to get into the
food supply. Like with
other diseases, properly
cooking chicken to 165
degrees will kill bird
flu, but the industry and
chicken buyers don’t
want it there at all.

For meat chicken,
known as broilers, the
virus isn’t as significant

because those birds are
slaughtered at 6 to 8
weeks old and thus have
less chance of being in-
fected than egg-laying
hens, which live to 2
years or older. Also, most
broilers are raised in the
Southeast, which hasn’t
had as many outbreaks
as the Midwest and West.

Another delay to vac-
cinating concerns distri-
bution. Egg farmers want
to administer it through
chicken feed or water,
saying it’s not practical
to give shots to millions

of birds in a single barn.
It can also be difficult

to tell the difference be-
tween a vaccinated bird
and one that has been
sick with the virus. That
would make other coun-
tries nervous about im-
porting meat.

Would vaccinating
poultry help lower egg
prices?

Don’t expect big relief
anytime soon.

The USDA, which did
not respond to a request
for comment sent last
week, clearly isn’t mov-
ing to vaccinate imme-
diately. And, regardless,
it will take time to raise
new hens.

“We’re going to have to
wait to replace those with
new hatched chicks, and
it takes 20 weeks before
they even start laying,”
Shane said. “So I don’t
know where they’re go-
ing to get the eggs from.”

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Egg price shock stirs talk of vaccinating poultry
A Red Star
hen stands
watch over her
eggs inside
her coop
at Historic
Wagner Farm
in Glenview, Ill.

AP

President Donald Trump’s
administration Saturday
began making deep cuts to
Voice of America and other
government-run, pro-democ-
racy programming, with the
organization’s director saying
all VOA employees have been
put on leave.

On Friday night, shortly af-
ter Congress passed its latest
funding bill, Trump directed
his administration to reduce
the functions of several agen-
cies to the minimum required
by law. That included the U.S.
Agency for Global Media,
which houses Voice of Amer-
ica, Radio Free Europe and
Asia, and Radio Marti, which
beams Spanish-language news
into Cuba.

On Saturday morning,
Kari Lake, the failed Arizona
gubernatorial and U.S. Sen-
ate candidate whom Trump
named a senior adviser to the
agency, posted on X that em-
ployees should check their
email. That coincided with no-
tices going out placing Voice
of America staff on paid ad-
ministrative leave.

“For the first time in 83
years, the storied Voice of
America is being silenced,”
Michael Abramowitz, the or-
ganization’s director, said in
a statement. He added that
“virtually” the entire 1300-per-
son staff was placed on leave.

“VOA promotes freedom
and democracy around the
world by telling America’s
story and by providing objec-
tive and balanced news and
information, especially for
those living under tyranny,”
Abramowitz said.

One reporter, who spoke un-
der the condition of anonym-
ity because they were not au-
thorized to speak to the press,
said: “We expected something
like this to happen, and it just
happened to be today.”

The press advocacy group
Reporters Without Borders
said it “condemns this deci-
sion as a departure from the
U.S.’s historic role as a de-
fender of free information and
calls on the U.S. government
to restore VOA and urges Con-
gress and the international
community to take action
against this unprecedented
move.”

The Agency for Global Me-
dia also sent notices termi-
nating grants to Radio Free
Asia and other programming
run by the agency. Voice of
America transmits United
States domestic news into oth-
er countries, often translated
into local languages. Radio
Free Asia, Europe and Mar-
ti beam news into countries
with authoritarian regimes
in those regions like China,
North Korea and Russia.

“The cancellation of Radio
Free Europe/Radio Liberty’s
grant agreement would be a
massive gift to America’s en-
emies,” the network’s Presi-
dent and CEO, Stephen Capus,
said in a statement.

Combined, the networks
reach an estimated 427 mil-
lion people. They date to the
Cold War.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Cuts begin at agency,
other U.S.-funded
media organizations

Voice of
America
silenced

AP

Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer said a shutdown
would have given the Trump
administration the ability to
deem whole agencies, programs
and personnel nonessential,
furloughing staff with no promise
they would ever be rehired.
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I f you want to know how political power is ebbing and
flowing in Pennsylvania, take a look at Allegheny and
Westmoreland counties.

Pennsylvania’s politics swing like the clapper of a bell.
It can be Democratic one year and Republican another.
The 67 counties run the gamut of deepest blue to bright-
est red. That’s how the same state that voted for Barack
Obama and Joe Biden voted for Donald Trump twice.

Some things have been been set in stone. Allegheny
County is built on a bedrock of Democratic voters.

Others have been a steady migration. Westmoreland
County has moved from dominantly Democratic to more
purple, sometimes leaning toward its urban neighbors in
Pittsburgh and sometimes hewing more toward its rural
roots.

Both are experiencing shake-ups.
Westmoreland County’s row offices are now all Repub-

lican. There is one Democratic county commissioner,
but Ted Kopas holds that seat because it’s required. Two
seats go to the party that gets the most votes and one to
the minority.

The last other Democrat elected in county government
was Sheriff James Albert, who won running against
Jonathan Held, a Republican incumbent mired in legal
problems. Albert switched parties in 2020 and was re-
elected as a Republican in 2023.

But for the 2025 elections, it is easy to predict a Repub-
lican sweep because no Democrats are running. Dis-
trict Attorney Nicole Ziccarelli, Clerk of Courts Megan
Loughner and Prothonotary Gina O’Barto will walk to
an easy win. Newly appointed Register of Wills Jon Wian
and Coroner Tim Carson will have to fight for their
seats, but so far, that will just be on the primary ticket
against other Republicans.

Meanwhile, Democratic bastions Allegheny County
and the city of Pittsburgh have a number of Republicans
vying for high-profile seats.

Not only will Mayor Ed Gainey face Allegheny County
Controller Corey O’Connor in the Democratic primary,
but the winner will go on to a rare Republican challenge
in the fall.

Of four city council seats up for reelection, only one
incumbent, Erika Strassburger of District 8, faces no
challenge in either race. Theresa Kail-Smith is retiring
from District 2, but three Democrats will duke it out
to replace her and then go on to a final battle with the
one Republican who has stepped up. Anthony Coghill,
District 4, has Democratic opposition. He and R. Daniel
Lavelle, District 6, also have Republicans running for
their seats.

Of six Allegheny County Council seats, only one —
Bobby Palmosina, District 12 — has no challengers.

It speaks of a tidal shift. Republicans are more ener-
gized. Democrats are willing to fight each other more
than the GOP. And some Democrats who want to serve
are finding it more expedient to change parties than
swim against the current.

The one thing you can guarantee is that nothing about
Pennsylvania politics is permanent. If it was, it wouldn’t
be a swing state.

Westmoreland,
Allegheny counties put

swing in ‘swing state’

PA. POLITICS

LETTERS

A s an older Penn-
sylvanian and
advocate, I’m deeply

concerned about the
funding challenges facing
Area Agencies on Aging
(AAAs). AAAs are vital
because they offer seniors
information and support.

For 25 years, I’ve served
on the Southwestern
Pennsylvania AAA
Advisory Board and visit
my AAA, the Masontown
Senior Center, three
times a week, joining in
bingo, weekly activities
and hot meals.

We must ensure Gov.
Josh Shapiro’s 2025 bud-
get includes meaningful
support for AAAs and the
older adults they serve.
Fifty-two AAAs cover all
67 counties, providing
a lifeline for Pennsylva-
nia’s 3.4 million older
adults. These services

include roughly 2.3 mil-
lion congregate meals per
year, 6.7 million in-home
meals per year, support
for caregivers, health ser-
vices, personal and home
care services, transporta-
tion and more.

Without additional
funding, AAAs will need
to close about 40 senior
centers, reduce or elimi-
nate about 100 programs,
and reduce staff hours or
leave positions vacant.

This cannot happen.
I commend Shapiro’s

proposed investment
for the next budget, but
that will only Band-Aid
the issue. Proper fund-
ing for AAAs means
better health outcomes,
increased independence
and improved quality.
Let’s urge our legislators
to invest in our commu-
nities.

Carolyn Capozza
German Township

Prioritize funding for AAAs
Without additional funding, AAAs
will need to close about 40 senior
centers, reduce or eliminate about
100 programs, and reduce staff hours
or leave positions vacant. This cannot
happen.

Annie Abbott’s opinion of the president’s declaration of English as the U.S.
official language reveals a clear misunderstanding of history and political reality
(“Multilingualism not a threat. It belongs in our country,” March 7, TribLive).
Countries need a key core concept that cultivates “commonality” which binds
them. The U.S. was able to evolve as a country in large part because of its common
English language. Anyone who studied U.S. history is familiar with this analysis
and reasoning.

I lived through this as a young boy in the 1940s when my parents surrendered
their Italian and Polish for English so that I could capitalize on the opportunities
available here. Yes, I have some regrets and nostalgia. However, the benefits that
followed were more than worthy. It’s called the “American Dream.”

Abbott’s negative view is exaggerated and short-sighted. She should realize that
any significant change in one’s life can be traumatic and there may be a price
to pay. If the price is so high, as she seems to believe, why do they stay or keep
coming?

Louis F. D’Emilio
Penn Township, Westmoreland County

A common language binds us together

Events like the one reported in
the article “Damage reported at U.S.
Steel facility in Braddock, followed by
increase in air pollution,” Feb. 24, Trib-
Live) make Allegheny County’s already
bad air a lot worse.

The Allegheny County Health Depart-
ment (ACHD) is charged with enforcing
the Clean Air Act and keeping facilities
like this from illegally releasing toxic
air pollution. Funding for this work
comes from operating permit fees paid
by the facilities. Unfortunately, ACHD
is woefully underfunded, making it
harder to do its job to reduce air pollu-
tion and rein in illegal air polluters in
the region.

There is a solution, thankfully. ACHD
has proposed to increase fees on the

region’s largest air polluters, to make
sure they’re paying for regulating the
air pollution that they create. Ensuring
polluters pay their fair share will be
critical to reducing air pollution in the
county.

Allegheny County Council is poised
to act on this proposal in the coming
weeks. Unfortunately, some council
members haven’t committed to support-
ing this proposal. County residents who
want cleaner air should call their coun-
cil member today at 412-350-6490 and ask
them to support the polluter permit fee
increase.

Wanda Wilson
Point Breeze

The writer is Western Pennsylvania
advocate for PennEnvironment.

Council must approve increased fees to reduce pollution

Earlier this month, science
delivered a really cute
experimental result. Re-

searchers created a “colossal
woolly mouse,” a fluffy ro-
dent that’s purported to be a
step on the way to resurrect-
ing woolly mammoths from
the age of dinosaurs.

But that project — along
with Elon Musk’s obsession
with establishing a colony on
Mars — makes me wonder:
Wouldn’t the enthusiasm and
resources be better devoted
to protecting the animals and
planet we already have?

Colossal Biosciences Inc., a
Texas-based startup, provid-
ed details in a paper earlier
this month, which hasn’t yet
been peer-reviewed. Each
mammouse — forgive me
— had seven genes altered
to give it an abundance of
golden fluff and an altered fat
metabolism. The mice will
be observed to see if they’re
better adapted to cold tem-
peratures.

The company’s aim is to
genetically modify Asian
elephants to express woolly
mammoth traits. But some
scientists are skeptical about
whether this really brings
us closer to creating a living
woolly mammoth.

“Colossal’s team made a
number of genetic changes
… that are already known
to produce longer, thicker,
wavier — or woollier — coats
in mice,” Tori Herridge, a
senior lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Sheffield, said in
an emailed comment. “A
mammoth is much more
than just an elephant in a fur
coat. It isn’t yet known which
sections of the genome are
vital for achieving the char-
acteristics needed to make
an elephant fit for life in the
Arctic Circle.”

Why bother in the first
place? Colossal says it’s
focused on “de-extinction,”
with projects aimed at raising
mammoths, dodos and thyla-
cines (also known as Tasma-
nian tigers) from the dead.

Colossal also points to
another crisis of our times:
“The rapid and accelerating
loss of our planet’s biodiver-
sity.” We’re in the middle
of the sixth mass-extinction
event in Earth’s history; this
time, we only have ourselves
to blame.

According to the Interna-
tional Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature Red List, more
than 46,300 species — almost
a third of all assessed species
— are threatened with extinc-
tion thanks to threats such
as global warming, habitat
loss, invasive species and
overexploitation. Yet the gap
between current biodiversity
finance and future needs
has widened to $942 billion,
according to BloombergNEF.

The money being devoted
to reanimating dead species
might better be spent on
conservation efforts for the
long-suffering animals we
have left. Reinserting extinct
species back into their old
ecosystems does nothing
to avert the threats we’ve
created.

Colossal says it’s on track
to introduce the first mam-
moth calves in 2028. Even if
these babies are healthy, a
long journey looms to create
a genetically diverse herd
that could be released into
the wild. An elephant’s gesta-
tion period is 22 months, and
they take upwards of a decade
to reach sexual maturity.
The potential environmental
gains from reincarnating
mammoths won’t be real-
ized for many, many years;
solutions with nearer-term
benefits are desperately short
of funding.

In many ways, Colossal’s
endeavors remind me of
Musk’s plans to inhabit Mars.
Sure, there are arguments in
favor of transporting humans
to the red planet, including
scientific exploration, new
economic frontiers and
creating a planetary backup
for when we stuff things up
irredeemably here.

But Musk estimates
creating a self-sustaining
city on Mars would cost
several trillion dollars, and
take decades. Consider what
we might achieve if that
money was spent on our
climate-change obligations
at home, allowing our livable
and beautiful planet to thrive.

Lara Williams is a Bloomberg Opinion
columnist covering climate change.
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LARA WILLIAMS

I f there are any actual,
as distinct from merely
rhetorical, fiscal hawks

in Washington, they should
be calling attention to the
dismal fact that the gov-
ernment added $838 billion
to the national debt in just
the first four months of
fiscal 2025 (October through
January). The lowest of
the low-hanging fruit for
budget-cutters is the Corpo-
ration for Public Broadcast-
ing, an ornamental entity,
decorative but inessential.

Last year’s appropriation
of $535 million brought
spending on the CPB to
over $15 billion since its
1967 founding. It was then a
late piece in Lyndon John-
son’s mosaic of national
perfection called the Great
Society.

The CPB’s Public Broad-
casting Service, launched
55 years ago, at least
increased many Ameri-
cans’ network television

choices from three (CBS,
NBC, ABC) to four. Thirty
years ago, however, PBS
improvidently adopted
the slogan “If PBS doesn’t
do it, who will?” Today,
the antecedent of “it” can
be almost anything, and
the “who” will be many of
the hundreds of channels
available even on smart-
phones in scores of millions
of Americans’ pockets.

In addition to today’s
approximately 15,000 com-
mercial AM and FM radio
stations and more than 425
satellite radio channels in
the United States, there are
over 4 million registered
podcasts worldwide, with

more than 500 million
listeners, an increase of
40 million in the past year.
With this mind-boggling
menu of choices, should we
really spend more than half
a billion dollars a year for a
few more options, many of
them duplicative?

The CPB was created to
provide services “respon-
sive to the interests of
people.” Note well: It was to
serve people’s interests, not
their preferences. For de-
cades, CPB supporters often
claimed that it was “for the
kids,” meaning, primarily,
“Sesame Street.” Now that
children’s programming is
abundant elsewhere, CPB
now claims to be for Amer-
ica’s “most vulnerable
people.” So says a former
NPR executive, who, like
most public broadcasting
advocates, understands
the importance of being
earnest.

Who are these vulnerable

people? “Very rural parts
of the United States.” Yes,
the flannel-shirted fellow
on the John Deere tractor
is to be rescued by NPR
from what the very urban
Karl Marx called (in the
“Communist Manifesto”)
“the idiocy of rural life.” By
which Marx meant the ab-
sence of revolutionary con-
sciousness. NPR could have
fixed that among Europe’s
19th-century peasantry.

An axiom has it: The
meek shall inherit the
earth, but the affluent shall
retain the mineral rights.
They also will retain gov-
ernment entitlements for
the comfortable, including
CPB’s economically and
intellectually upscale audi-
ences.

Actually, CPB is like
the human appendix —
vestigial, purposeless and
susceptible to unhealthy
episodes. In 2025, it is a
cultural redundancy whose

remaining rationale is,
amusingly, that govern-
ment should subsidize its
programing because so few
want it. Commercial broad-
casters cater to the vulgar
multitude, so the refined
few are left out.

Government funding of
CPB’s narrowcasting for its
largely affluent constituen-
cy resembles agriculture
subsidies for agribusiness.
And as a critic has said
— a defender of govern-
ment-supported broad-
casting — the “N” in NPR
stands not for “National”
but for “Niche.”

If Republicans mean a
syllable of what they say
about pruning federal func-
tions, they will begin with
the CPB. They will ask: If
not here, where? And if not
now, when?

George Will is a columnist for The
Washington Post and can be reached at

georgewill@washpost.com.
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Don’t mess with the Strip
P ittsburgh’s Strip Dis-

trict is a treasure. This
uniquely Pittsburgh

neighborhood has flour-
ished without government
planning and is beloved by
generations of Pittsburghers
and hundreds of thousands
of annual visitors.

Mayor Ed Gainey’s admin-
istration is about to permit
the ruin of all that.

You may have seen the
billboards that say “Preserve
the Strip! Halt Mayor’s Plan
to Restrict Penn Avenue,
Stifle Access, Impede Emer-
gency Vehicles.” Or you
might have signed one of the
many “Preserve the Strip”
petitions circulated by Strip
District businesses. That
pushback is in response to
a traffic plan being shoved

through by Gainey’s De-
partment of Mobility and
Infrastructure (DOMI).

DOMI wants to make Penn
Avenue one lane wide and
create a bike lane between
31st and 22nd streets, the east-
ern gateway into the Strip.
“Right sizing” is what DOMI
calls its proposal to create a
choke point just above the
busiest stretch of Penn Av-
enue. It is actually “wrong siz-
ing,” “dangerous sizing” and
“business destroying sizing.”

One stopped vehicle —
broken down, letting off a
passenger, making a deliv-
ery — will shut down Penn
Avenue. Predictably, traffic
will stretch for blocks, idling
vehicles will spew fumes
and emergency vehicles will
be boxed in. Strip business

owners are begging
the mayor and city
council to lead this
time — instead
of following the
bureaucrats.

DOMI claims
pedestrian and
automobile safety is
its goal. Everybody
wants increased safety. Traf-
fic signals at key intersections
— and other traffic calming
measures that DOMI is good
at — should be the first and
least disruptive safety mea-
sures. But there is something
else driving DOMI’s zeal, and
that’s the proposed bike lane.

BikePGH, which advocates
for bike lanes, often seems
to be calling the shots with
DOMI. BikePGH has done
some fine things, increasing

bike safety in many
places and creating
a youthful vibe that
will attract a youth-
ful workforce. But
the organization is
way off base in the
Strip.

Sometimes it
has seemed that

BikePGH and DOMI are the
same organization, ignoring
the most obvious issues of
economic vitality and, in this
case, public safety, too. The
bike lane lobby usually wins
out over the neighbors with
the help of like-minded DOMI
employees who have been giv-
en a free hand by the mayor to
redesign Pittsburgh’s streets.

But this time must be
different. The Strip District
Business Association has a

major ally in the Pittsburgh
History and Landmarks
Foundation (PHLF), which
has saved other treasured
neighborhoods from destruc-
tion. In its recent newsletter,
PHLF warned that DOMI’s
plan could kill “the economic
vitality and entrepreneurial
vigor that makes the Strip
District a distinctive place
of attraction, engagement
and cultural life for Pittsbur-
ghers and tourists.”

I have been going to the
Strip for so long that I knew
the real Primanti brothers.
I am still there, along with
many others, some traveling
every Saturday from Ohio
and West Virginia, just to
hang out at La Prima Espres-
so in what has become our
other neighborhood.

Whatever your tradition or
taste — Italian, Greek, Mid-
dle Eastern, Asian — you can
find it in the Strip, along with
sports apparel, Pittsburgh
souvenirs, furniture and
other goods. The Strip hums,
especially during holidays
when whole families tradi-
tionally shop there together.

In the mid-1980s, when a
national developer wanted
to create a festival market in
the Strip, the city told them
to forget about it. We already
had a festival market — a
real one. Gritty and won-
derful. And for all its happy
chaos, the Strip works.

Most mayors — until now
— have understood this basic
rule: Don’t mess with the Strip.

Joseph Sabino Mistick can be reached at
misticklaw@gmail.com.

JOSEPH SABINO
MISTICK

In late February, students at
dozens of U.S. high schools
participated in the first

round of an international
competition in economics. The
top five American students
will travel to historic Olympia,
Greece, this year to compete
against students from other
countries.

The Economics Olympiad,
as the competition is called, is
challenging — especially for
U.S. students, many of whom
don’t study economics in high
school.

Regrettably, economics is
one of the academic subjects
that has been downgraded in
recent years as U.S. schools
have leaned into the STEM
(science, technology, engineer-
ing, math) disciplines.

The Department of Educa-
tion’s National Assessment
of Educational Progress
periodically evaluates 12th
grade students in a variety of
subjects. The last time NAEP
evaluated the economic litera-
cy of 12th graders was in 2012,
when more than half (58%) of
the 11,000 students tested didn’t
qualify as “proficient.”

Many of those 2012 students
voted in their third presiden-
tial election in November. The
economy was a key issue.

All told, just 27 states and the
District of Columbia include
some form of economics
coursework as a high school
graduation requirement. Many
of these states approach it from
a personal finance perspective
— how to balance a checkbook,
for example — rather than
explaining economics as the
study of how we peacefully
transact and progress together.

Maybe that’s why so many
government policies focus on
so-called pocketbook issues
affecting specific constituen-
cies — college students, home-
owners, people living on fixed
incomes, the “working poor” —
rather than on the conditions
needed for a healthy economy.

Perhaps we’d have better

policies if more policymakers
understood economics, espe-
cially the most fundamental
lesson of all: That everything
has a cost.

Every decision an individ-
ual, business leader or public
official makes opens some op-
portunities and closes others.
What we choose is the sum of
our evaluation of the choices
we see as available to us. Over
time, these choices compound,
just like interest.

Establish policies that
consider the seen and unseen
costs of the proposal, and
economic gains will accumu-
late accordingly. Establish
policies that consider only the
immediately visible costs, and
they will hamper other parts of
our interdependent economy.
Individual economic decisions
react in a similar manner.

Consider this: The Federal
Reserve Bank of New York
recently reported that the total
household debt in the United
States, excluding mortgages,
topped $4.96 trillion at the end
of September. “Credit-card
balances increased by $24
billion to hit $1.17 trillion,
and auto loan balances saw
an $18 billion increase and
stood at $1.64 trillion.” Student
loan balances also increased
by $21 billion, ticking up to
$1.61 trillion.

All of this red ink is the sum
of millions of individual choic-
es made over time.

And that’s just household
debt. The federal govern-
ment also is drowning in
debt — more than $36 trillion
and counting, according to
Treasury Department figures.
Chicago this year faces a
$982 million budget shortfall.

The choices public officials
make affect countless oth-
ers. Government officials in
California, for example, are
expected to spend as much as
$125 billion or more on high-
speed rail — four times the
original $33 billion estimate
— rather than prioritizing
water infrastructure. They
made a conscious choice whose

extraordinary costs are now
sadly piling up.

As one of the Senate’s great-
est orators, former Minority
Leader Everett McKinley
Dirksen, R-Ill., is credited
with saying, “A billion here, a
billion there, and pretty soon
you’re talking (about) real
money.” The point,
whether Dirksen
said it or not, is
that policymak-
ers toss around
these incom-
prehensibly
large numbers
almost casual-
ly, just as they
might discuss
their golf handi-
caps.

This makes one
wish that policymakers
(and others among the intel-
lectual elite) were far more
literate in economics.

The STEM subjects are
important, but science and
technology can’t advance
without an economy
that can support
them. That’s
why economics
should be con-
sidered a core
high school
subject.

Failure to
teach American
students key
economic prin-
ciples denies them
the critical knowledge
they need to make intel-
ligent and responsible adult
decisions. We see evidence of
this every day as yesterday’s
students make choices that
shape the future.

In short, STEM is important,
but economics is destiny.

Richard Lorenc, president of Certell Inc.,
a national education nonprofit that

provides schools and teachers with free
high-school-level education materials in

economics and other subjects, wrote
this for InsideSources.com.

By RICHARD LORENC

STEM is important,
but economics is destiny By nearly all objective measures,

the U.S. education system is not
fulfilling its primary duty of

ensuring that today’s students are
prepared to achieve in the world of
tomorrow.

As we all know, modern society
is becoming ever more dependent
on technology. Hence, if American
students are to compete in the job
market of the future, they must be

competent in the fields of science,
technology, engineering and

mathematics (STEM).
Unfortunately, as

national test scores
consistently show,
American students
are not excelling in
science, engineering
and mathematics. By
contrast, students in

nations such as China
are making gains in

these fields. If America is
to remain competitive with

China and Russia in the global
AI arms race, it is imperative that we
emphasize STEM education.

As a former high school social
studies teacher, I am well aware that
the point of education is not solely to

prepare students for the work-
force. In truth, the funda-

mental goal of education
is to teach students how

to think critically for
themselves.

However, far too
many of today’s
students are failing to
even meet the mini-
mum standards when

it comes to the hard
sciences.
While it is undoubtedly

vital for American students
to have a thorough understand-

ing of our nation’s history and the
ability to understand literature, those
skills are becoming less and less
relevant in today’s technology-driven
society. As such, it makes perfect
sense for America’s schools to pivot
and prioritize a STEM-focused curric-
ulum.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, the
U.S. education system did a much
better job preparing students for
success by offering classes specifically
designed to aid in the development
of skills that could be directly trans-

ferred to the workforce.
For instance, virtually all high

schools offered a “shop class” to
students who might pursue a career in
one of the many trades. These class-
es, known as career tech education
(CTE), prepared millions of students
for in-demand trades such as welding,
carpentry, masonry, etc.

Moreover, those students developed
a set of real-world skills that they
could deploy for the rest of their lives.

In the late 20th century, for vari-
ous reasons, our education leaders
determined that CTE education was
no longer necessary and it would be
better to focus on soft skills rather
than hard skills.

That decades-long experiment has
been an utter failure. In fact, Ameri-
ca’s education system is now failing
on both ends of the spectrum. Not
only are the vast majority of today’s
students woefully unprepared for a
career in coding or any other tech-
nology-oriented field because they do
not have the requisite mathematics or
science background, but they are also
falling behind in terms of reading and
writing skills.

This begs the question: What are
students actually learning? The
answer is disturbing: Students are
learning how to do the bare minimum
to get a passing grade.

When I was teaching social studies
at an above-average public high school
in South Carolina less than a decade
ago, I was shocked that nearly all stu-
dents could not perform basic math,
most could not read at grade level,
and the majority struggled to write a
coherent paragraph.

Tragically, we are now teaching our
kids that math is subjective: 1 plus 1
does not necessarily have to equal 2.
That may work in a coddled class-
room, where the utmost goal is to not
hurt a student’s self-esteem, but it will
not work in the real world.

Eventually, these students will enter
the real world, where they are in for
a rude awakening when they realize
that objectivity and results, not their
feelings, matter most.

The good news is that there still is
time to right the ship. By aggressively
promoting a STEM-based education,
we can ensure that the next genera-
tion of American students is primed
for success.

Chris Talgo, editorial director at The Heartland
Institute, wrote this for InsideSources.com.

By CHRIS TALGO

STEM is key to our future
POINT COUNTERPOINT

If America is to
remain competitive with
China and Russia in the

global AI arms race, it is
imperative that we

emphasize STEM
education.

All told, just 27 states
and the District of

Columbia include some form
of economics coursework as

a high school graduation
requirement.

METRO CREATIVE
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Dorothy L. Biss
BOLIVAR

D o r o t h y
L. Biss, 86,
of Bolivar,
went home
to be with the
Lord on Fri-
day, March
14, 2025, at

Communities of Indian Hav-
en in Indiana. She was born
Sept. 25, 1938, in Bolivar, a
daughter of the late Jacob and
Jane Shank Yeager. Dorothy
had been a lifelong member of
First Church of Christ in Boli-
var, where she had previously
enjoyed singing in the choir.
She was a devoted wife, moth-
er, grandmother and friend.
Her family’s greatest comfort
is the assurance that she is
now in the arms of her Heav-
enly Father. Dorothy’s early
years revolved around her
commitment to raising her
seven children. After her nest
was empty, she enjoyed bak-
ing and making homemade
candy to share with her family
and friends. She also loved
decorating her home beau-
tifully for the holidays and
looked forward to shopping to
pick up treasures to add to her
collection. Her greatest joy
was when her entire family
would come for picnics and
other family gatherings. She
also enjoyed her quiet time
with her Lord and read her
Bible daily. In addition to her
parents, she was preceded in
death by her husband, John F.
Biss; son, John Biss; daughter,
Lisa Howard; grandson, Tra-
vis Biss; and her 10 siblings.
She is survived by her daugh-
ter, Melanie Thompson (Eric)
of Livonia, NY; sons, Daniel
W. Biss (Mary) of Bolivar,
Stephen W. Biss (Constance)
of Robinson, Brian K. Biss of
Bolivar and Glenn S. Biss of
Ligonier; grandchildren, Scott
Biss (Holly), Cassidy Biss (Jen-
nifer), Amber Dubics (Doug-
las), Courtney Crowe (Johna-
than), Colbee Hernandez
(Carlos), Gavin Biss (Domin-
que), Chelsea Sager (Merle),
Zoe Thompson and Danielle
Biss; 14 great-grandchildren;
two great-great-grandchil-
dren; and several nieces and
nephews. Friends will be
received from 4 to 7 p.m.
Monday, March 17, 2025, in
McCABE FUNERAL HOME,
144 E. Main St., Ligonier. A
funeral service will be con-
ducted at 11 a.m. Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, in First
Church of Christ in Bolivar.
Interment will be made in
Fort Palmer Cemetery.. On-
line condolences may be made
at www.mccabefuneralhome
spa.com.

David Courtney Evans
LIGONIER

D a v i d
C o u r t n e y
Evans, 79,
died Sunday,
M a r c h 9 ,
2025, at his
home, Or-
chard House,

in Ligonier, after a brief ill-
ness. David was born Oct. 1,
1945, to John Duncan Jr. and
Virginia Evans of Pittsburgh.
He attended Shady Side Acad-
emy, St. Paul’s School, and the
University of Pennsylvania.
After graduating from Penn,
David enlisted in the Army,
serving as an ambulance driv-
er with tours of duty in Oki-
nawa and the Philippines. He
spent winters in Aspen and
was an accomplished skier
who stood out from the crowd
by always wearing a blue, one-
piece mechanics outfit from
a local garage. David is sur-
vived by his sister, Margaret
(John) Tuten of Philadelphia.
His brother, John Duncan Ev-
ans III (Vernelle), a Presby-
terian minister, died in 2015.
David was very close to his
sister Gerry’s children, John
and Alex Tuten, and their chil-
dren, Jack and Maddie; Gigi
and Caleb Kuhnmunch, and
their children, Jack, Wills and
Molly; and Ginna and Mike
Welsh, and their children,
Sophia and Danny. He loved
to take the children tubing on
his boat “Jade” in Nantucket
Sound. David was also close to
his brother’s children, John
Paul Evans of England and
Faith Evans-Sills of South Car-
olina. David always enjoyed
spending Christmases with
Faith and her husband, Frank,
and their children, Jasper,
Carys and Griffin. David was
somewhat of a trickster, and
he loved to play games with
the children and taught them
to juggle, at which he was
proficient. David’s favorite
places were Aspen, Ligonier
and Hyannis Port. He enjoyed
driving across the country
visiting friends. He was an
avid Porsche lover, owning
various models from age 18

until he died. Although a very
private man, he was extreme-
ly generous and had many
friendships all over the coun-
try. David was a longstanding
member of the Hyannisport
Club and The Beach Club of
Craigville, MA, and other
clubs in Pittsburgh. David will
be missed by all that were
lucky to have known him.
He was a caring, concerned,
and compassionate person.
There will be a grave-
side service at 10:30 a.m.
Saturday, March 22, 2025,
at Homewood Cemetery in
Pittsburgh. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks that donations
be made to Union Chapel of
Hyannis Port, P.O. Box 491,
Hyannis Port, MA 02647.
Arrangements by JOHN A.
FREYVOGEL SONS INC.
(freyvogelfuneralhome.com).

John Gombos Sr.
NORTH HUNTINGDON

John Gombos Sr., 86,
o f N o r t h
Huntingdon,
passed away
March 14,
2 0 2 5 , a t
Forbes Hos-
pital in Mon-
roeville. He

was born June 22, 1938, in
Duquesne, a son of the late
John and Jennie Gyure Gom-
bos. John served in the U.S.
Army as a military police
officer. While stationed in
France, John and his wife en-
joyed traveling through Italy,
spending time in Paris, and
the Grotto in Lourdes. He was
a member of St. Agnes Church
in North Huntingdon, where
he sang in the church choir,
and a past treasurer for the
annual St. Agnes Bazaar. John
was also a former member
of the Regent Square Rotary.
Prior to his retirement, he
worked in the banking indus-
try for 33 years, followed by 10
years of service with the Port
Authority. John enjoyed his
interaction with his custom-
ers in both of his positions. In
fact, after retiring from the
Port Authority, he worked at
Giant Eagle, North Hunting-
don, interacting with cus-
tomers and fellow employees.
John’s passion was spending
time outdoors, tending to the
lawn at his home and receiv-
ing many compliments from
his neighbors. Most of all,
John was known as a devoted
husband, father and grandfa-
ther. In addition to his par-
ents, he was preceded in death
by his brother, Daniel; and his
niece, Elise. He is survived by
his beloved wife, Carol Paze-
hoski Gombos; one son, John
Jr. (Sherry); two daughters,
Sharon Gombos and Susan
Zurinsky (Jim); one brother,
Russell Gombos (Judy); one
sister-in-law, Rose Gombos;
and three grandchildren,
Justin (and fiancee Joelissa),
Derek and Claire. Friends
will be received from 2 to
7 p.m. Monday, March 17,
2025, at JAMES W. SHIR-
LEY FUNERAL HOME, 176
Clay Pike, North Hunting-
don. A funeral Mass will be
held at 9:30 a.m. Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, at St. Agnes
Church, followed by inter-
ment at Immaculate Con-
ception Cemetery in Irwin.
In lieu of flowers, contribu-
tions may be given in John’s
name to the Dementia Society
of America. A great big thank
you to the staff at Walden’s
View Personal Care, especial-
ly Stephanie and Jenna. www.
shirleyfuneralhome.com.

Marylou Gunsallus
DERRY

M a r y l o u
Gunsal lus ,
72, of Der-
ry, passed
away Friday,
March 14,
2 0 2 5 , a t
home, sur-

rounded by her family. She
was born Sept. 8, 1952, in Mt.
Pleasant to the late Jack and
Dorothy (Power) Gunsallus.
Marylou’s work life gave her
a broad range of experiences.
She had worked at the Mt.
Pleasant police dispatch, as
a phlebotomist, an interior
painting specialist and finally
as a retail jewelry salesper-
son. Among her many inter-
ests, Marylou was a nature
lover; she loved being a river

guide at Ohiopyle and spoke
of many adventures down the
river. When she could, she
was outside working in the
garden, fishing and search-
ing for berries. She loved her
dog, Jasper, and enjoyed trips
to the dog park with him. In
addition to her parents, she
was preceded in death by a
sister, Jill Weyandt; and two
beloved nephews, Chad Auber
and Michael Carns. Marylou
is survived by her longtime
companion Gerald Leonard
Sr.; his children, who were
very close to Marylou, Gerald
Leonard Jr. (Dana), Kristen
Steinman (Alan) and Eri-
ca Sellman (Eric). She also
served as Bubba to Gerald’s
six grandchildren, Grant,
Madeleine, Abigail, Blaire,
Amelia and Elizabeth. Mary-
lou is survived by four sib-
lings, Jacqueline Swantek, El-
eanor Ann Steiner (Bob), Jack
Gunsallus (Lori) and Brooke
Gunsallus (Debbie); and sever-
al nieces and nephews, Zach-
ary Steiner (Kristie), Jessica
Robinson (Brian), Jennifer
Nardis (David), Richard Kisic
(Rachel) and Brett Gunsal-
lus; and many great-nieces
and great-nephews. Family
and friends will be received
from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m.
Monday, March 17, 2025,
at FREDERICK FUNERAL
HOME INC., 1543 Ligonier
St., Latrobe, PA 15650. A
funeral Mass will be cele-
brated at 10 a.m. Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, at Saint
Vincent Basilica, Latrobe,
with Father Killian Loch,
OSB, as celebrant. Inter-
ment will follow in Saint
Vincent Cemetery, Latrobe.
To send condolences, please
visit www.FrederickFuneral
Home.com.

Betty Mae Haines
FORMERLY OF IRWIN

Betty Mae
Haines, 96,
f o r m e r l y
o f I r w i n ,
d i e d F r i -
day, March
14, 2025, in
W e s t m o r e -

land Manor. She was born
June 20, 1928, in Penn, a daugh-
ter of the late Henry and Clara
(Duncan) Haines. In addition
to her parents, she was pre-
ceded in death by her broth-
ers, Harry and Paul Haines;
sisters, Florence Yereb and
Margaret Kuznicki; a niece,
Mary Yereb; and nephews,
Charles Kuznicki and Edward
Haines. Betty was a member
of the former St. Mark’s Lu-
theran Church, Jeannette. She
loved hymns, especially “In
the Garden.” Betty worked
at the Westinghouse Mica
plant in Irwin and then East
Pittsburgh. Surviving are her
daughter, Carol Scherff (Rob-
bie) of Lincoln Heights; two
grandchildren, Ronnie Scherff
(Kelly) and Renae Scherff; her
great-granddaughter Devyn;
and numerous nieces and
nephews. Visitation will be
held at 11 a.m. until the
time of service at noon Mon-
day, March 17, 2025, in MA-
SON-GELDER FUNERAL
HOME INC., 201 N. First St.,
Jeannette. Interment will
follow in Twin Valley Me-
morial Park, Delmont. Bet-
ty’s family wishes to thank the
staff of Westmoreland Manor
“B4” and Heartland Hospice
for their extraordinary care.
To send online condolences,
visit www.mason-gelder.com.

Albert Lojas Jr.
IRWIN

Albert Lojas Jr., 83, of Irwin,
passed peace-
fully at home,
and his spirit
went to heav-
en to be with
o u r L o r d
on Friday,
March 14,

2025. Born on May 16, 1941, Al-
bert grew up in Herminie No.
2, and graduated from Hemp-
field High School, Class of
1959. He served as an airman
in the U.S. Air Force, missile
defense. He married the beau-
tiful Anna Lojas, and using his
carpentry skills, built a fami-
ly home where together they
raised their twins, John and
Marlene. Albert enjoyed his
job working for Xerox, where
he was employed for 30 years
before retiring in 1999. He was

an avid history buff, reading
books about both the Revo-
lutionary and Civil wars. His
love of the outdoors flourished
in fishing, hunting, gardening
and farming. Albert enjoyed
life to the fullest, traveling
with his wife and family and
watching his grandchildren
at their sports events. Near or
far, he would attend NASCAR
races and local air shows to
see military aircraft. He en-
joyed listening to polka music
and amazing his grandchil-
dren with his musical talent
playing the accordion. He was
a generous, loving man who
valued his family more than
anything in the world. Albert
was preceded in death by his
parents, Albert F. Lojas Sr.
and Josephine M. Lojas; and
his brother, Bernie Lojas. He
is survived by his loving wife
of 57 years, Anna (Kustra) Lo-
jas; his son, John (Kandee)
Lojas; his daughter, Marlene
(Paul) Wilson; his sisters,
Janie (Jack) Cochran and Ros-
ie (Elmer) Kuhns; his sister-
in-law, Beverly Lojas; and
his grandchildren, whom he
adored, Rachel Lojas, Brit-
tney Lojas, Zane (Caitlin)
Wilson, Remington Lojas and
Zoey Wilson. Friends will be
received from 4 to 8 p.m.
Monday, March 17, 2025,
at BEATTY-RICH FUNER-
AL HOME INC., Route 136,
Madison, PA 15663, Ronald
A. Rich Jr., Supervisor/FD.
A funeral service will be
held at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday,
March 18, 2025, at the fu-
neral home with Deacon
Bob Stauffer officiating. In-
terment will follow at West-
moreland Memorial Park
Cemetery in Greensburg,
with full military honors
by the Armbrust Veterans
accorded. In lieu of flowers,
the family asks donations be
made in Albert’s memory to
the Alzheimer’s Association,
2835 E. Carson St., Suite 200,
Pittsburgh PA 15203. To leave
an online condolence, please
visit www.beatty-richfuneral
home.com.

Richard Lee Martz
BIG BEND, WV

Richard Lee Martz, first ser-
geant (retired), 75, of Big Bend,
WV, passed away while sur-
rounded by his loving family
March 10, 2025. He served for
20 years in the United States
Army, including eight years
as a drill instructor and two
tours in Vietnam as a combat
engineer. He enjoyed hunting,
gardening, handiwork and
watching wildlife on his beau-
tiful mountain property in
West Virginia. He had a deep
love of family and a strong
appreciation for nature. While
in the Army, he was awarded
the following: Army Service
Ribbon, National Defense Ser-
vice Medal, Bronze Service
Star, NCO Professional De-
velopment Ribbon (X3), Army
Good Conduct Medal (X5),
Overseas Service Ribbon (X2),
Army Commendation Medal
w/ 2nd Oak Leaf Cluster,
Cross of Gallantry w/ Palm,
Overseas Service Bars (X3),
Drill Sergeant Badge, Vietnam
Service Medal w/4 Bronze Ser-
vice Stars, Driver Badge, Viet-
nam Campaign Medal w/60
Device, Sharpshooter Badge
w/M-16 Rifle, Expert Badge
w/Hand Grenade, Meritori-
ous Service Medal. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 53 years,
Barbara Ciglar Martz; sons,
Mike Martz and Jay Martz;
grandchildren, Dylan Martz,
Asly Martz and Tiffany Martz;
as well as great-grandchil-
dren, Jonah Martz and Luna
Martz. He is also survived by
his siblings, Peggy Drop, Bar-
ry Martz, Jim Martz, Gary
Martz and Sue Yeskey. He
was preceded by his parents,
William Martz and Geraldine
Wissinger Martz; as well as
his brothers, Allen Martz, Bill
Martz and Jerry Martz; and
his sisters, Marilyn Smith, Es-
ther Czekaj and Cheryl Barr.
A memorial service will be
announced at a later date.

Gerald Leonard
Miscovich
GREENSBURG

Gerald Leonard Miscovich,
84, of Greens-
burg, passed
away peace-
fully at his
home and
went to be
w i t h o u r
L o r d o n

Thursday, March 13, 2025.
He was born Aug. 1, 1940, in
Mutual, a son of the late Rob-
ert Charles and Vern L. Pal-
inkas. He was a 1958 graduate
of Hurst High School and em-
ployed by the city of Greens-
burg when he retired in 2002.
He was a member of Blessed
Sacrament Cathedral. Jerry
loved working on cars and
enjoyed restoring them. He
belonged to the “Road King”
Car Club and the Flying Ti-
gers Motorcycle Club. He also
enjoyed hunting and was a
lifetime member of the Mutual
Firemen’s Club, United Am-
vets Club and United Slovak
Club. He is survived by his
loving wife of 50 years, Gail Ei-
leen Hartzell Miscovich; two
sons, Gerald Allan (Maryann)
of Douglasville and Charles
Robert (Karen) of Greensburg;
one grandson, Mack Charles
Miscovich; three brothers,
Robert (Gail A.), Thomas (Car-
ol), all of Greensburg, and Re-
gis (Heidi) and their daughter,
Heather of Nevada; one neph-
ew, Gary (Becky) of Greens-
burg, and their two children,
Alexis and Alexander. At
Jerry’s request, there will
be no public viewing or ser-
vices. Jerry’s family has en-
trusted his care to CLEMENT
L. PANTALONE FUNERAL
HOME INC., 409 W. Pittsburgh
St., Greensburg, PA 15601,
724-837-0020. For online con-
dolences/directions, visit us
at pantalone.com. Natale N.
Pantalone, supervisor.

Dorothy L.
(Hofecker) Shurie

LATROBE

Dorothy L. (Hofecker)
Shurie, 78,
of Latrobe,
passed away
T u e s d a y ,
March 11,
2025, at Twin
Lakes Re-
habilitation

and Healthcare. Born June 26,
1946, in Bolivar, she was the
daughter of the late G. Ralph
Hofecker and Lois (McBur-
ney) Hofecker. Dorothy was
a member of Cornerstone
Ministries, Murrysville. Pri-
or to her retirement, she had
been employed as a circula-
tion manager at the Tribune-
Review for 30 years. An avid
reader, she also enjoyed work-
ing on puzzles and traveling
but most especially loved
spending time with her grand-
children. In addition to her
parents, Dorothy was preced-
ed in death by two brothers,
Ronald R. Hofecker and Wil-
liam C. Hofecker. Dorothy is
survived by her husband of
59 years, Thomas D. Shurie
of Latrobe; two sons, Patrick
Shurie and his wife, Kimber-
ly, of Gaithersburg, MD, and
Randy R. Shurie of Latrobe;
three grandchildren, Tobias,
Samantha and Kayla Shurie;
one great-granddaughter, Mel-
ody Love; and several nieces
and nephews. Family and
friends are invited to at-
tend a committal service at
noon Saturday, March 22,
2025, at Unity Cemetery. Ar-
rangements are being han-
dled by LOPATICH-BRINK-
ER FUNERAL HOME LLC,
601 Weldon St., Latrobe. To
sign the online guest book,
send condolences, or share
a story, please visit www.
lopatichbrinker.com.

Richard Paul
Stratemeier

HERMINIE

Richard Paul Stratemeier,
72, of Herminie, passed away

T u e s d a y ,
March 11,
2025. He was
born Septem-
ber 27, 1952 in
Pittsburgh, a
son of the late
William and

Anna Stratemeier. He worked
as a mechanic for many years
and also worked as a newspa-
per carrier for the Tribune
Review. He loved his fami-
ly, watching the Pittsburgh
Steelers and having Donald
Trump as president again. In
addition to his parents, he
is preceded in death by his
daughter Lacey Stratemeier;
and sister Carol Maddamma.
He is survived by his children
Tina Graham of Michigan,
Marcy (Robert Jr.) Smith of
Carsonville, Michigan, Bruce
(Aurore) Graham Jr. of Ita-
ly, Corie (Robert) Newton of
Hilton Head, South Caroli-
na, Richard Stratemeier of
Greensburg, Joelle (Andrew)
Botti of Irwin, Breanna (Dar-
rell) James of Irwin and Phoe-
nix (Gretchen) Stratemeier of
Somerset; 23 grandchildren;
5 great grandchildren; broth-
er William Stratemeier; and
brother-in-law Bob Madd-
amma. Friends and fam-
ily will be received from
3 to 6 p.m. Monday at the
William Snyder Funeral
Home, 521 Main Street, Ir-
win, 724-863-1200. A funer-
al service will be held at 6
p.m. Monday at the Calvary
Church, 8653 Pennsylva-
nia Avenue in Irwin with
Rev. Nick Poole officiating.
Private interment will be
at Grandview Cemetery in
North Versailles. For online
condolences please visit www.
snyderfuneralservices.com

Donald Richard
Sudsina

NORTH VERSAILLES

Donald Richard Sudsina,
92, of North
Versail les,
died Friday,
March 14,
2025. He was
born Oct. 19,
1 9 3 2 , i n
D u q u e s n e

and is the son of the late Mi-
chael and Wilma Laban Sud-
sina. Donald was a member
of the United States Navy
Reserve for eight years. He
was employed at U.S. Steel
Duquesne Works for 35
years and later at Nextech
in Turtle Creek for 20 years.
He loved going to the casino
and spending time with his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. Donald
is survived by his wife of 70
years, Loretta Buck Sudsina;
children, Donald J. Sudsina of
Marienville, Karen (Kenneth)
RandolphofNewCumberland,
WV, Daniel J. (Nancy) Sudsi-
na Sr. of North Huntingdon
and Diana (Perry Sr.) Bruno
of Jeannette; and grandchil-
dren, Jason Hartman, Brad
(Danielle) Davis, Jennifer
Davis, Perry (Allison) Bruno
Jr., Rachel (Mike) Pittenger,
Daniel (Heather Colesnik)
Sudsina Jr. and Nicole (Jeff)
Law; great-grandchildren,
Sadie Davis, Leonardo, Ha-
zel and Scarlett Law, Eliana,
Theodore and Celia Bruno,
Haley Hartman, Daniel Suds-
ina III and Autumn Pittenger;
sisters, Carol (Arthur) Hilgert
of Imperial, Nancy Garris of
Ohio and Bill; brothers, Mi-
chael “Mike” Sudsina of San-
dusky, OH, and Larry (Patty)
Sudsina of Greenville. Family
and friends are invited to
gather to honor Donald’s
memory from 3 until the
time of a military service at
7 p.m. Monday, March 17,
2025, at STRIFFLERS OF
WHITE OAK CREMATION
AND MORTUARY SER-
VICES INC., 1100 Lincoln
Way, White Oak, 15131 (Sue
Striffler Galaski, supervi-
sor, 412-678-6177). To share
a memory or condolence,
please visit www.striffler
funeralhomes.com.

To place an obituary, call
844-523-4210

or email obits@triblive.com.

Regional deaths An asterisk (*) after a name indicates that a full death notice appears in these pages. (F) after a residence
denotes “formerly.” Friends of the deceased are invited to sign the online guest book at www.TribLIVE.com.

ALLEGHENY COUNTY
Name, Age Residence Funeral home
Sudsina, Donald, 92* North Versailles Strifflers, White Oak
Ways, Judith, 82* Monroeville Wolfe, Pittsburgh

WESTMORELAND COUNTY
Name, Age Residence Funeral home
Biss, Dorothy, 86* Bolivar McCabe, Ligonier
Evans, David, 79* Ligonier Freyvogel, Pittsburgh
Gombos, Sr., John, 86* North Huntingdon Shirley, North Huntingdon
Gunsallus, Marylou, 72* Derry Frederick, Latrobe
Haines, Betty, 96* Irwin (F) Mason-Gelder, Jeanette

Lojas Jr., Albert, 83* Irwin Beatty-Rich, Madison
Maser, George, 64 Greensburg Kepple-Graft, Greensburg
Miscovich, Gerald, 84* Greensburg Pantalone, Greensburg
Rossetti, Douglas, 67 West Newton McCauley, West Newton
Shurie, Dorothy, 78* Latrobe Lopatich-Brinker, Latrobe
Skreppen, Helge, 92 Murrysville Hart, Murrysville
Stratemeier, Richard, 72* Herminie Snyder, Irwin
Swanson, Donald, 91* Irwin Ott, Irwin

ELSEWHERE
Name, Age Residence Funeral home
Martz, Richard, 75* Big Bend, WV Chapman’s Mortuary, Inc., WV

DEATH NOTICES

In the hearts
of those who
loved you,

You will always
be there.

1XHF-FIL-1TribLIVE.com
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Westmoreland
Cremation Service

1-877-Cremate
www.westmorelandcremationservice.com
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adno=348424

Low Cost, On-Site Cremation
930 Center Ave • Blawnox

412-828-5700
Daniel T. D’Alessandro, Supervisor

Dustin A. D’Alessandro, Funeral Director

adno=255575
adno=325451

R. Gary Duster, Supervisor
J. Rodney Duster, FD

347 East 10th Avenue, Tarentum, PA 15084
724-224-1526 • www.dusterfuneralhomeinc.com

Pre Planning
Traditional Funeral ~ Cremation

Markers ~ Monuments

Caring for Families in the Alle- Kiski area since 1938

adno=268829

adno=365296

FUNERAL AND CREMATION CENTER, INC.

Brian S. Lucas, Supervisor
170 Main Street, Leechburg, PA 15656-1333

724-842-1051 • Fax: 724-845-7971

ND CREMATION CENTER INC

1007 FREEPORT ROAD, NATRONA HEIGHTS, PA 15065
VEREBFUNERALHOME.COM 724-895-3436

Compassionate, Gentle Care,
Completely Renovated

Visitations,
Celebration of Life Services,

Funerals, Cremations,
Receptions, Pet Services

ROSS G. WALKER IV,
FD, SUPERVISOR

PATRICK VEREB, FD
Licensed 49 years+

adno=365297

Five Generations of Service to Our Community
Serving You from Two Locations:

ROBERT PETERS FUNERAL HOME, INC.
1521 Freeport Rd, Natrona Heights, PA 15065 • 724-224-7730

CHURCHFIELD-PETERS FUNERAL HOME
501 Fifth Ave, New Kensington, PA 15068 • 724-335-1951

John Adam Peters - Funeral Director/Owner
Lindsay M. Peters-Heilman - Supervisor

PetersFamily
FUNERAL HOMES

PET CREMATION
MONUMENTS

www.petersfamilyfuneralhomes.com

adno=356647

Redmond
Funeral Home, Inc.

524 High Street
Freeport PA 16229
724-295-4500

Ashley Dayle Rogers
Supervisor

Mark S. Arvay
Director

W. Ryan Redmond
Director

redmondfuneralhomeinc.com

Jeffrey M. Barnhart, Supervisor

505 E. Pittsburgh St • Greensburg • (724) 834-1421 • barnhartfuneralhome.com
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"Family owned and operated since 1935." m ad
no

=3
62

78
5JeffreyM.Barnhart,Supervisor

"Family owned and operated since 1933"
505 E. Pittsburgh St • Greensburg • (724)834-1421 • barnhartfuneralhome.com

Affordable, Personalized Cremation
and Funeral Services

Terence L. Graft
Supervisor/Funeral Director

524 Main Street, Greensburg, Pa 15601
724-837-1201

www.kepple-graft.comFUNERAL HOME, INC.

KEPPLE
GRAFT

adno=362784

www.nyefuneralhome.com

ASHLEY D. X. NYE
supervisorsupervisor

Cremation Care & Funeral Home
408 depot street • youngwood, pa 15697

724 • 925 • 3600

adno=362783

483 ATHENA DRIVE • DELMONT, PA • 724-468-5184 • www.twinvalleymemorialpark.com

TWIN VALLEY
CEMETERY
The Area’s Largest & Most

Beautiful Full Service Cemetery
& Mausoleum Since 1950 ad
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First Crematory in Armstrong County – Locally Owned & Operated
100 Owens View Ave., Apollo, PA 15613 • Arthur R. Kunkle, Supervisor

1-877-67-CURRANS
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724-335-0100 I www.rjslater.com
1000 Freeport Road, New Kensington, PA 15068

Raymond J. Slater, IV-Supervisor

AFFORDABLE and DIGNIFIED
FUNERALS & SIMPLE CREMATIONS

RJSLATER IV
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICE

On Site Cremation adno=275605

McColly Memorials
759 S. Main St., Greensburg, PA 15601

mccollymemorials.com
724-834-0720

“Serving Westmoreland County since 1876.”

adno=365967_V2

WALKER
F U N E R A L H O M E L T D

ROSS G.

New Kensington 724-335-1234

Easy transfer of funeral prearrangements to Ross G. Walker Funeral Home
Ross G. Walker III, Supervisor

With the Goodwill and Support of the Krupa Family
(successor to John F. Krupa Funeral Home)

adno=367557

Donald J. Swanson
IRWIN

Donald J.
S w a n s o n ,
91, of Irwin,
passed away
p e a c e f u l l y
at home on
March 10,
2025. He was

born Jan. 8, 1934, in Reynolds-
ville, to the late Bernard and
Beulah (Henry) Swanson. In
addition to his parents, he was
preceded in death by his son,
Marvin Woodrow; daughter,
Cher Woodrow; and nine sib-
lings. Don is survived by his
devoted wife, Eleanor P. (Kole-
sar) Swanson; two daugh-

ters, Sherri Goldbaugh and
Terri Jones; two sons, Kurt
Swanson and William Kole-
sar; 10 grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; and his
brother, John R. Swanson. He
is also lovingly remembered
by many nieces and neph-
ews. Don was a proud Marine
Corps veteran, having served
in the Korean War. He dedicat-
ed over 35 years of his career
as a federal wage and hour in-
spector for the Department of
Labor and Relations. A faith-
ful member of First United
Methodist Church of Irwin,
Don rarely missed a Sunday
service. He had a passion for
gardening and had a special
gift for making things grow.

He also loved playing dartball
with his church league, golf-
ing, traveling, and taking trips
to the casino. Above all, Don
cherished time spent with his
family. He especially loved his
little Bella. Friends will be
received from 2 to 4 and 6 to
8 p.m. Monday, March 17,
2025, at OTT FUNERAL
HOME INC., 805 Pennsylva-
nia Ave., Irwin. A funeral
servicewillbeheldat10a.m.
Tuesday, March 18, 2025,
at First United Methodist
Church of Irwin, followed
by burial at Irwin Union
Cemetery. To leave online
condolences, please visit
www.ottfuneralhome.com.
Don will be remembered for

his kind heart, strong faith,
and the love he shared with
everyone who knew him.

Judith White Ways
MONROEVILLE

J u d i t h
White Ways,
86, of Mon-
r o e v i l l e ,
formerly of
Forest Hills,
passed away
p e a c e f u l l y

Thursday, March 13, 2025.
Loving mother of James A.
Ways (Jennifer) of Monro-
via, MD, Kenneth E. Ways
(Patricia) of Monroeville and
Ronald E. Ways (Catherine

Snapp) of Gas City, IN. “GMA”
of James Jr., Steven (Jenni-
fer), David, Duncan, Rachel,
and Chandler. “GGMA” of Cal-
lum and Weston. Preceded in
death by her husband, Arthur
Henry Way; and brothers,
William Andrew White and
James Kenneth White. Judy
was born June 10, 1942, in
Wilkinsburg, the daughter of
William “Jim” and Margaret
“Jean” (Sims) White. She was
a preschool teacher for over
30 years and a member of the
Eastern Star, Rainbow Girls,
Sweet Adelines, and Forest
Hills Presbyterian Church.
She actively volunteered with
Forest Hills organizations
including Meals on Wheels,

the Forest Hills Recreation
Board, and many others. She
enjoyed going out monthly
with the “Lunch Bunch” at
Panera Bread. A memorial
service will be scheduled at
a future date. Donations in
Judy’s memory may be given
to Forest Hills Presbyterian
Church, 1840 Ardmore Blvd.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15221; Riley
Hospital Children’s Founda-
tion, 500 N. Meridian St., Suite
100, Indianapolis, IN 46204,
rileykids.org; or Ronald Mc-
Donald House Charities, 435
Limestone St., Indianapolis,
IN 46202, rmhc.org/donate.
Arrangements by Wolfe Me-
morial LLC. www.wolfepgh.
com.
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Former McKeesport police captain charged with stealing $260K from evidence room
A former McKeesport po-

lice captain has been charged
after a monthslong investi-
gation with stealing more
than $260,000 from the depart-
ment’s evidence room.

Christopher Halaszynski,
54, of McKeesport was charged
Wednesday with theft and re-
ceiving stolen property and
immediately waived his case
to Allegheny County Common
Pleas Court.

He was released on $50,000
unsecured bond by District
Judge Eugene Riazzi Jr.

A message left with his at-
torney was not immediately
returned.

McKeesport Mayor Michael
Cherepko said in a statement
that “no one is above the law.”

“It is extremely disheart-
ening that a once-trusted su-
pervisor within this police
department was capable of
violating his oath to protect
and serve by participating in
the activities that have been
alleged,” Cherepko said. “We
have instituted an entirely
new process with policies and
procedures that will not only
modernize our evidence logs,
but will provide a system of
checks, balances and safety
measures recommended by

experts in this field.”
According to the crim-

inal complaint in the case,
Halaszynski stole a total of
$260,280.27 in cash over four
years.

The money came from evi-
dence in 159 cases, which are
now considered to be compro-
mised.

Halaszynski is the third
McKeesport officer to face
criminal charges in the last
several months.

McKeesport police Chief
Mark Steele asked the Alleghe-
ny County District Attorney’s
Office to investigate potential
theft from the department’s
evidence room in September,
according to the Halaszynski
complaint.

Steele said he was supposed
to meet with Halaszynski, who
had been in charge of the ev-
idence room for eight years,
the week of Sept. 3, but the
captain called off that day and
the rest of the week, the com-
plaint said.

On Sept. 9, Halaszynski was
found unresponsive in a police
car after a suspected suicide
attempt.

On Sept. 17, Lt. Josh Alfer,
who assumed control of the
room, reported he found an
envelope taken as evidence in
a case that was empty when it

should have contained $383.
Steele and Halaszynski were

the only two officers to have
access to the evidence room.

In an interview with inves-
tigators Oct. 23, Halaszyns-
ki said that he had been in
charge of the evidence room
from 2018 until late 2020 with
no problems. However, when
he separated from his wife, the
complaint said, he told them
he struggled to keep up with
his finances.

“It was around this time
that he first took money from
the evidence room with the
intention to return it,” the
complaint said.

His first theft, investigators
said, was from an envelope
on the evidence room shelves
with several thousand dollars
in it.

However, Halaszynski
said, “he just got ‘selfish and
greedy, and it became easy,’”
according to the complaint.

Halaszynski told investiga-
tors the evidence room was in
disarray when he took over.
He found evidence in drawers
like a card catalog dating back
several years. He told inves-
tigators he first stole money
from those cases.

Halaszynski reported taking
a couple of thousand dollars at
a time, cutting the seals on

evidence packaging, slipping
the money out. He then told
investigators that he likely
shredded the envelopes, the
complaint said.

Halaszynski recalled one
narcotics case in which of-
ficers had seized $40,000 to
$60,000 in a soft cooler bag.
He found the bag on the floor
of the evidence room.

When he took the money, he
told detectives, he deposited
it into his bank account. Al-
though the money was gone,
Halaszynski told investigators
the drugs should still be there.

Halaszynski told investiga-
tors that at first he used the
money to pay bills, but later
used it to go on trips at Christ-
mastime.

“He stated that he did not
buy new cars or real estate
and that he has ‘nothing to
show for everything I’ve
took.’”

According to the complaint,
investigators and analysts
from the DA’s investigations
unit conducted a review of
all six evidence rooms, going
shelf by shelf, box by box and
package by package.

In some cases, envelopes
that should have contained
cash were empty, the com-
plaint said. In others, some
money was missing.

According to Halaszynski’s
bank records, from Jan. 1,
2020, to Sept. 3, 2024, he made
192 cash deposits totaling
$189,430.20.

Former Officer Joseph
Osinski was charged by the
state Attorney General’s Of-
fice in September with theft,
theft by deception and access
device fraud for allegedly
stealing more than $1 million
from the police union where
he served as the financial of-
ficer.

Brenda Sawyer, who left
McKeesport to become an
agent with the state AG’s of-
fice, was accused of stealing
$121,000 from the AG’s North
Huntingdon office the same
day.

University of Pittsburgh
criminal law professor David
A. Harris said that it is unlike-
ly the evidence room thefts
will impact any closed cases
— or even open ones.

Typically, when money is
seized in an investigation, it is
logged in as part of the chain
of custody and simply remains
in the evidence room. It’s rare
that it would be part of the
actual evidence presented in
a trial, Harris said.

That doesn’t mean, though,
that attorneys won’t attempt
to raise the theft of the cash

to defend their clients.
“As a defense attorney, you

look for any possible argu-
ment you might have,” Harris
said.

Instances like this, he said,
can impact the public’s view
of a department.

“These are large-scale
thefts. It’s not necessarily an
indictment of the whole de-
partment, but this is enough of
a red flag you want to examine
the culture,” Harris said. “The
public can’t help but look at
the officers and question: Is
this guy on the take? Is this
woman honest?”

Paula Reed Ward is a TribLive
staff writer. She can be reached at

pward@triblive.com.

by PAULA REED WARD

724-226-4666

724-838-5145
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TOURSTOURST
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724-733-1045
www.myerscoachlines.com

2001 BALL PARK RD., EXPORT, PA 15632 • PUC#00116476
WILDWOOD ATLANTIC CITY PHILADELPHIA JUNE 9-13................ $879 PP DBL
Adventurer Hotel Oceanfront accommodations. Atlantic City Resorts Casino w/bonus &
dinner, guided tour of Philadelphia, visit Terminal Market, Tomasello Winery w/Tasting
and Luncheon, Pizza Luncheon, Ice cream social, Trolley tour of Cape May, Dolphin
Watch Boat Cruise, special nigh t of entertainment, visit Historic Smithville, Cape May,
Wildwood Boardwalk, 4 breakfasts, 4 dinners (inc. Lobster or Prime Rib Dinner).

MULTI-DAY TOURS
CHERRY BLOSSOM FESTIVAL WASHINGTON, DC APR. 22-25 .............................. $987 PP DBL
Visit Smithsonian Museums, US Capitol Bldg. for a Red Coat Tour of the Capitol Visitor Center, Library of Con-
gress, lunch at Capital Café Arlington Nath.l Cemetary, Elegant Pink Champagne Luncheon Cruise, Illuminated
Monuments evening tour, the National Mall, guided tour of George Washington’s Mt. Vernon, guided tour of Old
Alexandria, Ford’s Theater site of Abe Lincoln Assassination, a visit to Peterson House, JFK Center for the Arts
Observation deck to breathtaking views of the city, upgraded accommodations, 5 meals.
VIRGINIA INTERNATIONAL “TATTOO” APR. 24-27............................................... $1,025 PP DBL
First class Luxury Accommodations, Norfolk Dinner Cruise, visit MacArthur Memorial, Tour Hermitage Museum &
Gardens, Hullabaloo @ VA International “Tattoo”,over 800 performers from all over the world in a display of military
bands, drill teams, massed pipes & drums, Celtic dancers,choirs, and more. Parade of Nations, Norfolk NATO
Festival, Maritime Discovery Center, Sunset Cruise on American Rover, visit Norfolk Botanical Gardens w/tram ride,
City Cruises Norfolk w/ all you can eat buffet and entertainment. Five meals.
“NOAH” LANCASTER Apr. 30-May 1 ....................................................... $590 PP DBL
Experience a getaway of relaxation, fun, an abundance of great food, luxurious lodging, great theatre. Step
aboard one of the world’s best known voyages, the ARC, live animals fill the stage and aisles. Enjoy “FID-
DLER ON THE ROOF”, featuring classic songs, “If I Were a Rich Man”, “Matchmaker, Matchmaker”, Sunrise
Sunset”. Kitchen Kettle, quaint village of specialty shops, eateries & more. All American Breakfast at your
upscale luxury resort, Shady Maple smorgasbord dinner, and dinner at Dutch Apple Dinner theatre included.
QUEBEC MONTREAL TORONTO JUNE 30 – JULY 6 ........................................... $2,189 PP DBL
Join us for an adventure of a lifetime! Six nights of luxurious accommodation, two nights great
entertainment-authentic “Sugar Shack” w/dancing & singing, “OH CANADA EH” dinner show,
visit Basilica St. Anne De Beaupre, Albert Gilles Copper Art Studio, Montmorency Falls, St. Law-
rence River Cruise, Old Quebec City, Chateau Frontenac, guided tour of Montreal, basilica Notre
Dame, Mt. Royal, Famed Underground City, Hornblower Cruise into the Falls, Skylon Tower Lunch,
Niagara Duty Free Shops, CN Tower, St. Lawrence Market, Casa Loma, includes nineteen meals.
BALTIMORE RAILS & SAILS JULY 13-15...............................................................$677 PP DBL
Admission to B&O Railroad Museum, day on the BAY to St. Michaels Island, 4.5 hour ride on the
Western Maryland Scenic Railroad, Baltimore Inner Harbor Cruise, free time at the Baltimore Inner
Harbor, free time in historic Frostburg, MD, All You Can Eat Crab Feast at Phillips Seafood, 3 meals.
NASHVILLE AUG. 10-14 ....................................................................................$1,625 PP DBL
Luxurious accommodations at Gaylord Opryland Resort, professional guided tour of Nashville, Ryman
Auditorium, Buffet Dinner & show at Nashville Nightlife Theatre, historic RCA Studio B, Country Music
Hall of Fame, Lunch at Blake Shelton’s “Ole Red” in downtown Nashville, attend Grand Ole Opry,
adm. To Hermitage, home of Andrew Jackson, Progressive Antebellum Dinner, James Polk home,
historic Anthenaeum, tour Elm Springs, 8 meals inc. Paula Deen’s & Sons.

DAY TOURS
“JUST GRAND” APR. 1 ....................................................................................................... $159
Learn about the GRAND rich history of the town in Northeast Ohio as the bus drives down Millionaire Row!
Visit Ernie Hall Aviation Museum, Jimmies Italian Specialties Market, The Packard Museum, tour the beautiful
Taylor-Upton House, enjoy a delicious lunch at ‘THE GRAND RESORT, old world charm and a touch of elegance.
“REWIRED” CHICAGO TRIBUTE BAND APR. 25 ........................................................................$189
This not just another tribute band-CHICAGO REWIRED is the real deal delivering a high energy perfor-
mance capturing the spirit and essence of Chicago- a must see event. Includes buffet dinner, shopping
at an Antique Mall, and largest year round Christmas shoppe in Ohio.
PGH. OLDIES ALL STAR SHOW APR. 27................................................................................ $159
Listen to PGH’S own crown jewels-The Jaggerz, Chuck Blasko’s Vogues, The Skyliners, the Marcels, and the new Pure
Gold at the Palace Theatre, Greensburg. Includes dinner at “De Nunzio’s Chop House” Latrobe at Arnold Palmer Airport.
SIMPLY SWEET MAY 20 .........................................................................................................$169
Visit a farm that’s home to over 500 animals (some exotic) from six different continents, J.M.
Smuckers Food & Beverage Store, P. Dunn gifts, handmade woodwork, décor, inspirational art, Leh-
man’s Hardware, unique Amish Products, embrace the past and reminisce your way thru thousands
of products. Lunch & shopping at Amish Door Village.
“THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS” MAY 27.................................................................................... $169
Spectacular show tells the story of Saul, later known as Paul, whose journey from a zealous persecutor of Chris-
tians to a devoted follower of Christ a musical journey through the Book of Acts. Dinner included. Sugarcreek, OH
LET’S HANG ON – FRANKIE VALLI TRIBUTE MAY 31.............................................................. $169
A FULL BLOWN STAGE PRODUCTION COVERS ALL THE GREAT Four Seasons hit with that awesome falsetto
supported by superb harmonies! Dinner included at Der Dutchman Restaurant Sugarcreek, OH

CAMELOT JUNE 22 Matinee at Benedum, includes dinner at Grand Concourse. ........................ $215
FROZEN JULY 20 Matinee at Benedum includes dinner............................................................ $215

CASINO TOURS
ROCKY GAP Mar. 20, Apr. 30 & May 29......................................................................................$35
RIVERS CASINO Apr. 9, May 14 • Bonus: $20 Slots ...................................................................$30
MEADOWS Apr. 1, May 6, June 3, June 11 • Bonus: $20 FREE SLOTS ...................................... $35
LADY LUCK CASINO-NEMACOLIN Mar. 19, Apr. 16, May 20 • Bonus: $20 Slots ........................ $35
WHEELING Mar. 26, Apr. 24 & May 22 Bonus: $25 Free Play After 50 Points ............................ $35
SENECA NIAGARA & BUFFALO CREEK CASINO Apr. 13-15 & May 4-6........................$322 PP DBL
BONUS: $100 SLOTS & $40 FOOD - Optional trip to Buffalo Creek Casino $25 Slots & $5 Food
additional. (Min 20 must attend to get bonus).
MGM CASINO NORTHFIELD PARK OH Mar. 31, Apr. 8, May12.................................................... $40

CHARLESTON & SAVANNAH MAY 1-7................................................................. $2.224 PP DBL
Experience a romantic tour of the South’s grand ladies elegant and charming Charleston & Savan-
nah. Includes a guided tour of Charleston, Magnolia Plantation and Gardens, Oyster House Seafood
Restaurant, Boone Hall Plantation & Gardens, Harbor Cruise & Fort Sumter, Hyman’s Seafood,
guided tour of Savannah & Bonaventure Cemetery, Paula Deen’s Lady & Son’s Restaurant, Carriage
Ride in Savannah, free time on Riverwalk, Savannah Riverboat Dinner Cruise. Six breakfasts and six
dinners included, six night’s first class lodging.

724-834-9178724-834-9178
www.donahues-inc.com

A 25 year old Furnace is like a Car…A 25 year old Furnace is like a Car…
with 250,000 miles on it.with 250,000 miles on it.
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BETHESDA, Md. — Sam Srisatta,
a 20-year-old Florida college student,
spent a month living inside a govern-
ment hospital here last fall, playing
video games and allowing scientists
to document every morsel of food
that went into his mouth.

From big bowls of salad to platters
of meatballs and spaghetti sauce, Sri-
satta noshed his way through a nu-
trition study aimed at understanding
the health effects of ultraprocessed
foods, the controversial fare that
accounts for more than 70% of the
U.S. food supply. He allowed the As-
sociated Press to tag along for a day.

“Today my lunch was chicken nug-
gets, some chips, some ketchup,”
said Srisatta, one of three dozen par-
ticipants paid $5,000 each to devote
28 days of their lives to science. “It
was pretty fulfilling.”

Push from Washington
Examining exactly what made

those nuggets so satisfying is the goal
of the widely anticipated research
led by National Institutes of Health
nutrition researcher Kevin Hall.

“What we hope to do is figure out
what those mechanisms are so that
we can better understand that pro-
cess,” Hall said.

Hall’s study relies on 24/7 mea-
surements of patients, rather than
self-reported data, to investigate
whether ultraprocessed foods cause
people to eat more calories and gain
weight, potentially leading to obesity
and other well-documented health
problems. And if they do, then how?

At a time when Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr. has made nu-
trition and chronic disease a key
priority, the answers can’t come soon
enough.

Kennedy has repeatedly target-
ed processed foods as the primary

culprit behind a range of diseases
that afflict Americans, particular-
ly children. He vowed in a Senate
confirmation hearing to focus on
removing such foods from school
lunches for kids because they’re
“making them sick.”

Ultraprocessed foods have explod-
ed in the U.S. and elsewhere in recent
decades, just as rates of obesity and
other diet-related diseases also rise.

The foods, which are often high
in fat, sodium and sugar, are typ-
ically cheap, mass-produced and
contain added colors and chemicals
not found in a home kitchen. Think
sugary cereals and potato chips, fro-
zen pizzas, sodas and ice cream.

Studies have linked ultraprocessed
foods to negative health effects, but
whether it’s the actual processing of
the foods — rather than the nutrients
they contain or something else — re-
mains uncertain.

A small 2019 analysis by Hall and
his colleagues found that ultrapro-
cessed foods led participants to eat
about 500 calories a day more than
when they ate a matched diet of un-

processed foods.
The new study aims to replicate

and expand that research — and to
test new theories about the effects
of ultraprocessed foods. One is that
some of the foods contain irresistible
combinations of ingredients — fat,
sugar, sodium and carbohydrates
— that trigger people to eat more.
The other is that the foods contain
more calories per bite, making it
possible to consume more without
realizing it.

Close monitoring
Teasing out those answers re-

quires the willingness of volunteers
like Srisatta and the know-how of
health and diet experts who identify,
gather and analyze the data behind
the estimated multimillion-dollar
study.

During his month at NIH, Srisatta
sported monitors on his wrist, ankle
and waist to track his every move-
ment and regularly gave up to 14
vials of blood. Once a week, he spent
24 hours inside a metabolic chamber,
a tiny room outfitted with sensors

to measure how his body was using
food, water and air. He was allowed
to go outside, but only with supervi-
sion to prevent any wayward snacks.

“It doesn’t really feel that bad,”
Srisatta said.

He could eat as much or as little as
he liked. The meals wheeled to his
room three times a day were crafted
to meet the precise requirements
of the study, said Sara Turner, the
NIH dietitian who designed the food
plan. In the basement of the NIH
building, a team carefully measured,
weighed, sliced and cooked foods
before sending them to Srisatta and
other participants.

“The challenge is getting all the
nutrients to work, but it still needs
to be appetizing and look good,”
Turner said.

Early results intriguing
Results from the trial are expected

this year, but preliminary results are
intriguing. At a scientific conference
in November, Hall reported that the
first 18 trial participants ate about
1,000 calories a day more of an ultrap-
rocessed diet that was particularly
hyperpalatable and energy-dense
than those who ate minimally pro-
cessed foods, leading to weight gain.

When those qualities were mod-
ified, consumption went down,
even if the foods were considered
ultraprocessed, Hall said. Data is
still being collected from remaining
participants and must be completed,
analyzed and published in a peer-re-
viewed journal.

Still, the early results suggest that
“you can almost normalize” energy
intake, “despite the fact that they’re
still eating a diet that is more than
80% of calories from ultraprocessed
food,” Hall told the audience.

Short duration criticized
Not everyone agrees with Hall’s

methods, or the implications of his
research.

Dr. David Ludwig, an endocrinol-
ogist and researcher at Boston Chil-
dren’s Hospital, criticized Hall’s 2019

study as “fundamentally flawed by
its short duration” — about a month.
Scientists have long known that it’s
possible to get people to eat more
or less for brief periods of time, but
those effects quickly wane, he said.

“If they were persistent, we would
have the answer to obesity,” said
Ludwig, who has argued for years
that consumption of highly pro-
cessed carbohydrates is the “prime
dietary culprit” and focusing on the
processing of the foods is “distract-
ing.”

He called for larger, better-
designed studies lasting a minimum
of two months, with “washout” peri-
ods separating the effects of one diet
from the next. Otherwise, “we waste
our energy, we mislead the science,”
Ludwig said.

Concerns about the short length of
the studies may be valid, said Marion
Nestle, a nutritionist and food policy
expert.

“To resolve that, Hall needs fund-
ing to conduct longer studies with
more people,” she said in an email.

The NIH spends about $2 billion
a year, about 5% of its total budget,
on nutrition research, according to
Senate documents.

At the same time, the agency cut
the capacity of the metabolic unit
where investigators conduct such
studies, reducing the number of
beds that must be shared among re-
searchers. The two participants en-
rolled now at the center and the two
planned for next month are the most
Hall can study at any one time, add-
ing months to the research process.

Srisatta, the Florida volunteer who
hopes to become an emergency room
physician, said participating in the
trial left him eager to know more
about how processed foods affect
human health.

“I mean, I think everyone knows
it’s better to not eat processed foods,
right?” he said. “But having the
evidence to back that up in ways
that the public can easily digest” is
important, he said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Study puts ultraprocessed foods under microscope
Preliminary results suggest
energy-rich foods don’t
necessarily cause weight gain

AP

College student and research subject Sam Srisatta eats a lunch
of chicken nuggets and chips for a study on the health effects of
ultraprocessed foods at the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Md.

WASHINGTON — A fossil
of a partial face from a human
ancestor is the oldest in west-
ern Europe, archaeologists
reported Wednesday.

The incomplete skull — a
section of the left cheek bone
and upper jaw — was found in
northern Spain in 2022. The
fossil is between 1.1 million
and 1.4 million years old, ac-
cording to research published
in the journal Nature.

“The fossil is exciting,” said
Eric Delson, a paleontologist
at the American Museum of
Natural History, who was not
involved in the study. “It’s the
first time we have significant
remains older than 1 million
years old in western Europe.”

A collection of older fossils
from early human ances-
tors was previously found in
Georgia, near the crossroads
of eastern Europe and Asia.
Those are estimated to be
1.8 million years old.

The Spanish fossil is the first
evidence that clearly shows
human ancestors “were tak-
ing excursions into Europe”
at that time, said Rick Potts,

director of the Smithsonian’s
Human Origins Program.

But there is not yet evi-
dence that the earliest arriv-
als persisted there long, he
said. “They may get to a new
location and then die out,”
said Potts, who had no role in
the study.

The partial skull bears
many similarities to Homo
erectus, but there are also
some anatomical differences,
said study co-author Rosa Hu-
guet, an archaeologist at the
Catalan Institute of Human
Paleoecology and Social Evo-
lution in Tarragona, Spain.

Homo erectus arose around
2 million years ago and moved
from Africa to regions of Asia
and Europe, with the last in-

dividuals dying out around
100,000 years ago, Potts said.

It can be challenging to iden-
tify which group of early hu-
mans a fossil find belongs to if
there’s only a single fragment
versus many bones that show
a range of features, said Uni-
versity of Zurich paleoanthro-
pologist Christoph Zollikofer,
who was not involved in the
study.

The same cave complex
in Spain’s Atapuerca Moun-
tains where the new fossil
was found also previously
yielded other significant clues
to the ancient human past.
Researchers working in the
region have also found more
recent fossils from Neander-
thals and early Homo sapiens.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Scientists find oldest known
fossil of a human ancestor
Incomplete skull shows
anatomical differences
to Homo erectus

AP

A fossil (right) of the left midface of a hominin between
1.1 million and 1.4 million years old, recovered from Spain, is
paired with a mirrored simulation of the other side.

OKUMA, Japan — The
Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
ar power plant’s radiation
levels have significantly
dropped since the cataclys-
mic meltdown in Japan 14
years ago. Workers walk
around in many areas wear-
ing only surgical masks and
regular clothes.

It’s a different story for
those who enter the reac-
tor buildings, including the
three damaged in the 2011
earthquake and tsunami.
They must use maximum
protection — full facemasks
with filters, multilayered
gloves and socks, shoe cov-
ers, hooded hazmat cover-
alls and a waterproof jacket,
and a helmet.

As workers remove melt-
ed fuel debris from the reac-
tors in a monumental nucle-
ar cleanup effort that could
take more than a century,
they are facing both huge
amounts of psychological
stress and dangerous levels
of radiation.

Cleaning 880 tons of
melted fuel debris

A remote-controlled ex-
tendable robot with a tong
had several mishaps includ-
ing equipment failures be-
fore returning in November
with a tiny piece of melted

fuel from inside the dam-
aged No. 2 reactor.

That first successful test
run is a crucial step in
what will be a daunting,
decades-long decommis-
sioning that must deal with
at least 880 tons of melted
nuclear fuel that has mixed
with broken parts of inter-
nal structures and other de-
bris inside the three ruined
reactors.

A second sample-retrieval
mission at the No. 2 reac-
tor is expected in coming
weeks.

Hard to see,
breathe or move

Radiation levels are still
dangerously high inside
the No. 2 reactor building,
where the melted fuel de-
bris is behind a thick con-
crete containment wall.
Earlier decontamination
work reduced those radia-
tion levels to a fraction of
what they used to be.

In late August, small
groups took turns doing
their work helping the ro-
bot in 15- to 30-minute shifts
to minimize radiation expo-
sure. They have a remotely
controlled robot, but it has
to be manually pushed in
and out.

Full-face masks reduced
visibility and made breath-

ing difficult, an extra wa-
terproof jacket made it
sweaty and hard to move,
and triple-layered gloves
made their fingers clumsy,
Yokokawa said.

To eliminate unnecessary
exposure, they taped around
gloves and socks and car-
ried a personal dosimeter
to measure radiation. Work-
ers also rehearsed the tasks
they’d perform to minimize
exposure.

The workers’ highest
individual radiation dose
was more than the overall
average but still far below
anything approaching a
100-millisievert five-year
dose limit.

What’s next?
Workers recently started

dismantling the emptied
water tanks to make room
to build facilities needed for
the research and storage of
melted fuel debris.

Experts say the hard work
and huge challenges of de-
commissioning the plant
are just beginning. There
are estimations that the
work could take more than
a century. The government
and TEPCO have an initial
completion target of 2051,
but the retrieval of melted
fuel debris is already three
years behind, and many big
issues remain undecided.

Fukushima plant cleanup work
involves high radiation, stress
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Q: I saw a morning promo for
Channel 11 news and Liz Kilm-
er is not in it. How come?

— Robyn, via email
Rob: It’s unclear if WPXI has named

anyone as Gordon Loesch’s morning
news anchor replace-
ment after his elevation
to evenings following
the December retire-
ment of David Johnson.

As far as I know, the
station has not chosen
anyone to take over
Loesch’s role perma-
nently (or as permanent

as any TV news role can be).
Channel 11 news director Scott Tra-

bandt did not respond to an inquiry.
When station executives decide on

a replacement, don’t expect them to
announce it.

After Katherine Amenta was sent
packing in April, WPXI never named her
replacement. Ten months later, it’s clear
— from the same promo Robyn referred
to — that Jennifer Tomazik inherited
Amenta’s chair, but the station never
made an announcement to that effect.

So maybe Kilmer has been appointed
the Loesch replacement. Or perhaps
she’s still just filling in. I guess we’ll find
out if she (or someone else) shows up in a
Channel 11 promo 10 months from now.

Q: I noticed the Pirates spring
training game March 1 was a si-
mulcast of the Baltimore Orioles
broadcast with the Orioles’ broad-
cast team. The March 2 game was a
normal Pirates broadcast. Is simul-
casting with other teams’ broadcast-
ers a money-saving tactic for SNP? I
don’t particularly enjoy turning on
a Bucco game but hearing/watching
the opposition’s broadcast team.

— Bill, Washington
Rob: Yes, it surely saves money to

simply take the rival away-team’s broad-
cast feed than to pay to send the Pirates
broadcasters to the away game.

Per a SNP spokeswoman, “The spring
training games where we’re airing the
away team’s broadcast is merely addi-
tive to our broadcast schedule in order
to make more games available to our
Pirates fans. This is only an initiative for
spring training.”

Q: Reading the paper March 6, I
find out CBS canceled “FBI: Most
Wanted” and “FBI: International.” I
watch all three “FBI” shows Tuesday
night and love them all. Why cancel
them? What are they going to put in
their place, another game show? TV
sure knows how to mess things up.

— Jane, Greensburg
Rob: As with almost all decisions in

TV these days, cancellations usually
come down to financial reasons. As
shows age, they become more expensive
as cast and crew generally get raises
each season. “Most Wanted” is in its
sixth season; “International” is in its
fourth season. While the former usu-
ally wins its time slot and both draw a
relatively healthy linear audience, the
financial downside probably outweighs
the incentives to continue these two
shows.

It’s too soon to know what CBS will re-
place these programs with — broadcast
networks announce their fall schedules
in May — but CBS is developing another
“FBI” spinoff, the ridiculously titled
“FBI: CIA.”

Q: Since the first episode of “SNL”
aired in October 1975, why didn’t
they wait until October 2025 for the
50th anniversary show?

— John via email
Rob: In addition to finances, schedul-

ing probably played into this one.
NBC airs NFL games on Sunday nights

in the fall. If network execs wanted to air
the anniversary special in that mar-
quee Sunday time slot, which it’s fair to
assume they did, NBC couldn’t program
“SNL50” in the second half of the year.
The number of homes using television
are generally higher in the winter than
the spring or summer, so that’s prob-
ably how “SNL50” wound up airing in
February.

Who’s the
Channel 11

morning
co-anchor?

You can reach TV writer Rob Owen at rowen@triblive.com
or 412-380-8559. Follow @RobOwenTV on Threads,

Twitter, Bluesky and Facebook. Ask TV questions by email
or phone. Please include your first name and location.

ROB OWEN
TV Q&A

COURTESY OF WPXI

Is Liz Kilmer the new Channel 11 morning
news co-anchor or is she just filling in?
WPXI executives won’t say.

The Pittsburgh Steelers are going to Ireland this fall — and so are a number of
their die-hard fans.

Dublin will host the first regular-season NFL game played in Ireland at its
Croke Park. The Steelers played a preseason game against the Chicago Bears in
1997, also at Croke Park.

Croke Park is one of the largest stadiums in Europe, with a capacity of 82,300.
It’s the largest sporting arena in Ireland and headquarters of the Gaelic Athletic
Association.

By JOANNE KLIMOVICH HARROP

FIELD OF
GREENS

Steelers fans plan to travel abroad for
first regular-season NFL game in Ireland

COURTESY OF MICHAEL BARTLEY

The Bartley brothers (from left) Bobby, Michael and David host a family party the same day as
the annual Pittsburgh St. Patrick’s Day parade. The Bartley family of Greenfield has Irish roots in
Galway and Tipperary, Ireland.

The NFL has announced the
Steelers upcoming opponents
but will not specify dates until
May.

The Steelers will be the
home team.

Beginning in 2025, the NFL
can schedule up to eight
league-operated regular sea-
son games internationally.

Pittsburghers will have
another opportunity to travel
to a football game in Ireland
when the Pitt Panthers take
on Wisconsin to open the 2027
season.

Booking travel
Fans are already making

plans, according to Marita
Williams of Lower Burrell,
who works for AAA East
Central as manager of travel
promotions and product devel-
opment. AAA has a trip orga-
nized that leaves Sept. 24 and
arrives in Ireland on Sept. 25.
Travelers will depart Ireland
on Sept. 29.

AAA said it is confident the
game is Sept. 28 and deposits
will be refunded only if the
game date changes.

Pricing starts at $4,959 per
person for airfare, double oc-
cupancy for four nights, travel
to and from the airport to the
hotel and to the game, tickets,
sightseeing at the Guinness
Storehouse, a brewery experi-
ence of Guinness beer.

Williams said Ireland is
one of the top three interna-
tional destinations from the
Pittsburgh region, along with
Iceland and Italy.

“The people I have talked
to are very excited,” said Wil-
liams, who said limited spots
are still available. “We have
had a lot of interest. This will
sell out. The people on this
trip can be part of history.”

Williams said AAA is pretty
confident in the date, but the

Steelers said via email “specif-
ic details for the Dublin game
are still being worked out in
coordination with the NFL.”

Via email, the Steelers have
directed fans interested in
purchasing tickets and travel
packages to On Location, the
NFL’s Official Hospitality

Partner. The team said it
anticipates there will be other
entities offering packages.

KDKA radio host Michael
Bartley was on the air when
he saw the alert about the
Ireland game.

COURTESY OF RICCARDO REA

Croke Park in Dublin is one of the largest stadiums in Europe,
with a capacity of 82,300, and the largest sporting arena in
Ireland and headquarters of the Gaelic Athletic Association.

STEELERS · C2
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About halfway through the
third season of HBO’s “The
White Lotus” (9 p.m. Sunday)

and the race to steal the most
scenes in the show is on among

Parker Posey’s
Victoria Ratliff
and her specific
Southern ac-
cent; the Ratliff
brothers (Patrick
Schwarzenegger,
Sam Nivola), who
may be on the
verge of incest,

and the backbiting trio of friends
played by Leslie Bibb, Carrie Coon
and Michelle Monaghan.

It’s a tight race, but there’s
a relatability to childhood
friends-turned-successful adults
Laurie (Coon, “The Gilded Age”),
Jaclyn (Monaghan) and Kate (Bibb)
that gives them the edge.

Now adults with insecurities ga-
lore, the trio are at their catty best
(i.e.: worst) when two split off and
start discussing the absent third
member of their friend group.

In a virtual press conference
before the season premiered, Coon
said the lack of honesty among the
friends is what gets in their way
most.

“We were joking that if these
women had walked into the villa
and said, ‘Listen, this is what’s
going on with me right now,’
and started off in this honest and
authentic way, then it would have
been a very different vacation,”
Coon said. “But that’s not what
happened. Everyone’s pretending.
I’m afraid everyone can relate to
pretending to be living an extraor-
dinary life, whereas everyone’s
actually feeling left out.”

Monaghan said the relationship
among the “White Lotus” female

friends is a testament to the “unre-
alistic expectations that we have
for each other and the way that
we’ve been socially conditioned
to constantly judge ourselves, to
be competitive with ourselves and
one another, and always looking
at each other and ourselves and
saying, ‘Am I enough? Can I be
doing it better? Is the grass always
greener?’ ”

“This slow boil starts to happen
and you start to see that slow re-
veal and that unraveling of women
trying to defend their life’s choic-
es,” Monaghan continued, “and

really try to be perceived as having
this perfect life when really they’re
just going through their own lives
and their own vulnerabilities.”

Bibb compared it to how people
post their curated lives on Insta-
gram, showing only the good stuff,
nothing negative.

“We’re all swiping and every-
body’s life always looks so much
dreamier on a phone than in real
life when it’s really happening,”
Bibb said.

Monaghan also pointed to the
“ever-shifting power dynamic”
among the three friends, which

varies depending on which two are
talking when the third is not there.

“One’s the peacekeeper, one’s the
victim, one’s the perpetrator,” she
said. “That’s something that feels
familiar.”

As for the conversation in the
March 2 episode where Kate
revealed she voted for Trump, Bibb
said that was a reference to the 2016
election because the script for this
season was written in 2022, but the
shock on the faces of Laurie and
Jaclyn points to the idea that “who
you were when you were growing
up and who you’ve become can be

very different people.”
“For Kate, she’s so scared to say

any of her beliefs, whether it be po-
litical or whether or not she likes
the color pink,” Bibb said. “Her
need to have the approval of these
two women — and deeper than
that, the respect of these two wom-
en — is so important to her. It’s
hard for her to really lean into one
side. … She is this great connector
and this vacation is so important
to her that these friendships feel
that they’re not sure if, truly, the
friendship will survive it. Or in
true ‘White Lotus’ fashion, if we
will survive it.”

And then there’s the way all of
these roiling internal thoughts and
feelings get expressed in their per-
formances, often through non-ver-
bal facial expressions, which
Monaghan credits to “White Lotus”
writer/director Mike White, who
began his career as an actor. He
also competed on reality show
“Survivor” in 2018.

“It’s very unusual for a director
to be able to take that kind of time
and lean into that and really want
reactions and for you to sit with
something and ponder it, and how
that informs your character, your
character’s response,” Monaghan
said. “That’s like gold for actors.
That’s all we want to do. We want
to say great words but we want to
lean into the non-verbal moments
because that’s life. It was just great
to be able to have a showrunner
and a creator — (who is) an actor
first and foremost — that actually
really respects that part of the
process.”

You can reach TV writer Rob Owen at
rowen@triblive.com or 412-380-8559. Follow

@RobOwenTV on Threads, Twitter, Bluesky and
Facebook. Ask TV questions by email or phone.

Please include your first name and location.

‘White Lotus’ trio steals show’s third season

ROB OWEN
TV Talk

COURTESY OF HBO

Carrie Coon, Michelle Monaghan and Leslie Bibb play a trio of friends in the third season of “The White Lotus.”

He started receiving text
messages and calls right
away because anyone who
knows Bartley knows the
impact this game would have
on him.

“As soon as I heard about
it, I immediately thought
there was no way I am not
going to be there,” said Bart-
ley, 63, of Pittsburgh’s Green-
field neighborhood. “I have
been to Dublin many times
with my college (Marquette
University) buddy and we
will be there for this game.”

Bartley, who has traveled
to see the team play, includ-
ing in three Super Bowls,
said he isn’t concerned about
getting tickets because he
has a connection through the
NFL.

“Dublin is a blast,” said
Bartley, whose grandpar-
ents came from Galway and
Tipperary. “I can’t wait for
Steelers fans to experience
it.”

According to the Steel-
ers, the number of tickets
available in a season-ticket
holder lottery, as well as how
many tickets will be avail-
able for the opposing team
and overseas for fans living
in Ireland, are still being
worked out in coordination
with the NFL.

Irish connection
The Rooney family, own-

ers of the team, emigrated
from the town of Newry in
Northern Ireland to the U.S.
in the 19th century. The
late Dan Rooney was one of
the founders of The Ireland
Fund, which merged with
the American Irish Foun-
dation to create The Ireland
Funds, a leading charitable
organization that is a global
philanthropic network of
friends of Ireland to promote
and support peace, culture,
education and community
development across Ireland
and among Irish communi-
ties around the world.

Rooney also served as
United States Ambassador to
Ireland as selected by Pres-
ident Barack Obama from
2009-2012.

Jim Lamb, president of the
Ireland Institute of Pitts-
burgh and Honorary Consul
of Ireland for Western Penn-
sylvania and West Virginia,
said he is working with
the Steelers to buy tickets
for people to travel to the
game. He said for those who
have thought about visiting
Ireland and finding their
roots, this is the perfect time
to do it.

“The stars have aligned,”
said Lamb, who attended the
preseason matchup in 1997 at
Croke Park, the last time the
Steelers played in Ireland.

Jim and Debbie Ramsay of
Greensburg would like to go

back to Ireland again.
“Ireland is such a great

place,” said Jim Ramsay,
a member of the Ancient
Order of Hibernians, an Irish
Catholic fraternal organiza-
tion in the Greensburg and
Indiana area that promotes
friendship, unity and Chris-
tian charity. “There is a lot
to see and do. It is such a
beautiful country.”

Franco “Dok” Dok-
manovich Harris, son of the
late Franco Harris, is excited
about going to Ireland for the
game.

“Dan Rooney connected
the city of Pittsburgh to
Ireland,” Harris said. “What
an experience this is going
to be.”

Dressed as St. Patrick at
a recent fundraiser for the
Pittsburgh St. Patrick’s Day
Parade at the Priory on Pitts-
burgh’s North Side, Michael
Moog of Whitehall said he
would love to go to the game.

“It is a great event to be a
part of and Ireland is phe-
nomenal,” Moog said. “It’s
definitely a Steeler thing to
have a game in Ireland. Any-
one with Irish roots wanting
to visit the homeland — this
is an excuse to do it.”

A trip to Ireland has been
on Gail Paserba’s bucket list.
She and her husband, Thom-
as, had talked about making
the trip, but he passed away
before they could.

When Paserba heard about
the lottery for the season
ticket holders for this game,
she was ecstatic. Her son set
up a special mailbox for any
Steelers’ correspondence so
she doesn’t miss anything.
Her grandmother was a
sports fan and inspired her
love of the game. If she wins
the ticket lottery, she said
she plans to go with friends
Dave Zirnsak and Jared Sul-
livan, both of Butler County,
and build in extra days to
explore Ireland.

“I am already thinking
about what player jersey I
would wear to the game if I
am fortunate to get tickets,”
said Paserba, who also lives
in Butler County. “One of the

reasons I am so excited about
this is Ireland was on our
bucket list and my husband
and I never made it. I would
want to do this for him. This
may never happen again in
my lifetime.”

Bartley isn’t going to miss
it. He said he is “over the
moon that this game is in
Ireland.”

“Every ethnicity is proud
of where they came from,”

said Bartley, who is on the
Art Rooney Awards board.
“Pittsburgh Irish are just
ecstatic over this, especially
because the owners are an
Irish family with six Super
Bowl championships. It’s a
huge source of pride. I am
a kid who grew up during
the 1970s Steelers dynasty. I
have been a Steelers fan my
whole life. My friend and I
are dropping everything

and going.”
So is Libby Wilcox, 40, of

Las Vegas, whose father is
Irish, and who rearranged
her honeymoon when the
Steelers played a game in
London in 2013 at Wembley
Stadium. They lost to the
Minnesota Vikings, 34-27.

“We were already over-
seas, and I thought we can’t
miss this,” said Wilcox, a
U.S. Army veteran.

Wilcox became a Steelers
fan through her Reserve
Officers’ Training Corps
instructor Jim Miller. He
always talked about the
team and gave his students
extra credit if they knew the
score of the Steelers game.
Wilcox watched the Steelers
defeat Arizona 27-23 in Super
Bowl LIX, while serving in
Tallil, Iraq.

“The Steelers community
reaches around the world,”
said Wilcox, who is a season
ticket holder and member
of the Steelers advisory
council, which serves to help
improve the fan experience.
“This would be a wonderful
family trip to experience
part of the Steelers magic.
When this game was an-
nounced, I could not have
been more excited. It will be
so much fun to see the sea of
black and gold.”

And for this game, add in
some green.

JoAnne Klimovich Harrop is a
TribLive staff writer. She can be

reached at jharrop@triblive.com.

STEELERS · FROM C1

‘The Steelers community reaches around the world’

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF LIBBY WILCOX

Libby Wilcox (left), 40, of Las Vegas became a Steelers fan through her
ROTC instructor, who gave extra credit to students who knew the score of a
Steelers game. Wilcox rearranged her honeymoon when the Steelers played
an exhibition game in London in 2013. She is a Steelers season ticket holder
and serves on the Steelers advisory council, which serves to help improve the
fan experience.
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year, that will not be an easy task. But 

senior Matt Knizner still has faith in 

the younger team Franklin Regional 

has.
“It’s going to be a hard thing to do, 

but I think that we have the potential 

to do it,” Knizner said. “It’s something 

that we’re really fighting for this year.”

Led by Knizner, who is also the 

team’s captain, the Panthers are 4-3 

on the season, but they’ve won four 

out of their last five games.

The team is certainly no stranger 

to clutch moments, and neither is 

Knizner. He scored the winning goal 

in last year’s semifinals against South 

That’s surely a moment he never will 

“It was a great feeling, having all 

your teammates come over and dog

pile on you,” Knizner said. “It’s a great 

feeling knowing that I could advance 

our team into the next and very im

Knizner is off to a great start this 

season, with 14 points (eight goals, 

six assists) in six games, including a The Panthers have four of the top 

11 players in terms of infractions this 

season. It’s something Knizner said 

they’re looking to improve on moving 

“We’re trying to encourage every

body because penalties are going to 

kill us this year,” Knizner said. “We’re 

trying to be positive and enforce it in a 

play.

-
ies: potato or sauerkraut. Pickup: 

sizes is needed. Masks optional. 
Bring donations on Wednesday 
or leave them on the front porch. 

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday at 
the café, 1011 Barnes St. This 

Tarentum
Wednesday: The Elks will 

host bingo at 6:30 p.m. at the 
lodge, 219 E. Sixth Ave. The 
kitchen is open to the public from 
5 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 

and Historical Society will feature 
a display of photographs and 
memorabilia from Parks Town

 St. Vladimir Church, 
 St. Vladimir Church, 

1610 Kenneth Ave., is accepting 
orders for its pierogi sale. Variet-
ies: potato or sauerkraut. Pickup: 
12:30 to 4 p.m. Fridays in the 
church social hall. Cost: $12 per  724-339-9257, 

8 to 10 a.m. Tuesdays, Wednes-
A free lunch will be 

served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
The Tomb, 1821 Fifth Ave. Bible 

ogy group at Leechburg Area 
Museum and Historical Society 
will meet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the museum, 118 First St. 

ArnoldThere will be children’s 
games and crafts, free hot 
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Josh, Mila and Kary Milan at the Winter Lights Illumination Night

on Nov. 18 at The Westmoreland Museum of American Art in Greensburg.
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winter clothing, shoes and boots 
welcome. Donations must be 
laundered and free from pet hair. 
Wheelchair accessible. Details:
724-295-3095.Thursday: Freeport Renais

sance Association will meet at 

the café, 1011 Barnes St. This 
week’s meals are sponsored in 
honor of Claire and Reese Orait. 
Details:878-847-7997.Thursday: New Kensington 

Eagles Auxiliary Bingo will be at 
7 p.m. at the aerie, 2134 Freeport 

club volleyball coach. The foundation club teams or attend volleyball camps.

-

724-681-9154.Thursday: preschoolers will be at 10:30 a.m. 
at Leechburg Public Library, 139 
Market St. Reservations required. 
Reservations:Thursday:Al-Anon Family Group, a free, 

confidential program for anyone 
whose life has been affected by 
someone else’s drinking, will 
meet at 7 p.m. in First United 
Methodist Church, 251 Main St.New Kensington

the café, 1011 Barnes St. This 
week’s meals are sponsored in 

at the museum, 118 First St. 
Basic computer skills required. 
Ancestry.com and Newspaper.
com are available.724-681-9154.
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Josh, Mila and Kary Milan at the Winter Lights Illumination Night 

on Nov. 18 at The Westmoreland Museum of American Art in Greensburg.
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senior Matt Knizner still has faith in 

the younger team Franklin Regional 

has.
“It’s going to be a hard thing to do, 

but I think that we have the potential 

to do it,” Knizner said. “It’s something 

that we’re really fighting for this year.”

Led by Knizner, who is also the 

team’s captain, the Panthers are 4-3 

on the season, but they’ve won four 

out of their last five games.

The team is certainly no stranger 

to clutch moments, and neither is 

Knizner. He scored the winning goal 

in last year’s semifinals against South 

Fayette.That’s surely a moment he never will 

forget.“It was a great feeling, having all 

Thursday: Bingo will be at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Le
gion, 754 N. Pike Road. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. Under new man
agement with higher payouts. 
The kitchen will be open. Pro
ceeds benefit post and auxiliary 
projects.

Leechburg
Thursday: The free geneal-

ogy group at Leechburg Area 
Museum and Historical Society 
will meet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the museum, 118 First St. 
Basic computer skills required. 
Ancestry.com and Newspaper.
com are available. Details: Judy, 
724-681-9154.

kitchen is open to the public from 
5 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. Menu: 
elks644.org/elks-kitchen-1. 

church. A community friendship 
meal will be served at 6 p.m. and 
the Bible study will be afterward. 
Details: 724-224-9220.Weekdays: Free food and 

hygiene items are available at 
Highlands Family Center, 415 
E. Fourth Ave., suite 12. Hours: 
noon to 8 p.m. Mondays, 8 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Tuesdays through Fri-
days. Details: 724-224-9006.

ceeds benefit post and auxiliary 
projects.

Leechburg
ogy group at Leechburg Area 
Museum and Historical Society 
will meet from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the museum, 118 First St. 

at the museum, 118 First St. 
Basic computer skills required. 
Ancestry.com and Newspaper.
com are available.724-681-9154.

at the museum, 118 First St. 
Basic computer skills required. 
Ancestry.com and Newspaper.
com are available.724-681-9154.

Bingo will be at 
6:30 p.m. at the American Le-
gion, 754 N. Pike Road. Doors 
open at 5 p.m. Under new man-
agement with higher payouts. 
The kitchen will be open. Pro-
ceeds benefit post and auxiliary 
projects.

Leechburg

Thursdays and Fridays. Menu: 
elks644.org/elks-kitchen-1. Or-
ders: 724-226-1644 by 8:15 p.m.

Wednesdays: Central Presby-
terian Church, 305 Allegheny St. 
will have an Advent Bible study 
Nov. 30, and Dec. 7 and 14 at the 
church. A community friendship 
meal will be served at 6 p.m. and 
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PUZZLESin last year’s semifinals against South 

That’s surely a moment he never will 

“It was a great feeling, having all 

your teammates come over and dog

pile on you,” Knizner said. “It’s a great 

feeling knowing that I could advance 

our team into the next and very im

portant game.”
Knizner is off to a great start this 

Judy, 
724-681-9154.Thursday: A story time for 

preschoolers will be at 10:30 a.m. 
at Leechburg Public Library, 139 
Market St. Reservations required. 
Reservations: 724-236-0080.

 724-224-9006.VandergriftThursday: Vandergrift Public 
Library’s free Light up the Library 
event will be at the library, 128C 
Washington Ave. Children and 
their families can attend at 6 or 

724-681-9154.Thursday: preschoolers will be at 10:30 a.m. 
at Leechburg Public Library, 139 
Market St. Reservations required. 
Reservations:Thursday:
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That’s surely a moment he never will 

forget.“It was a great feeling, having all 

your teammates come over and dog
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724-681-9154.
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senior Matt Knizner still has faith in 

the younger team Franklin Regional 

has.
“It’s going to be a hard thing to do, 

but I think that we have the potential 

to do it,” Knizner said. “It’s something 

that we’re really fighting for this year.”

Led by Knizner, who is also the 

team’s captain, the Panthers are 4-3 

on the season, but they’ve won four 
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pile on you,” Knizner said. “It’s a great 

feeling knowing that I could advance 

our team into the next and very im

portant game.”
Knizner is off to a great start this 

season, with 14 points (eight goals, 

six assists) in six games, including a 

four-goal performance against Mars 

on Nov. 21.
Franklin Regional, however, ranks 

high in a stat that teams are not look

ing to be near the top of the leader

board in: penalties.

The Panthers have four of the top 

11 players in terms of infractions this 

 724-236-0080.
Thursday: A New Path 

Al-Anon Family Group, a free, 
confidential program for anyone 
whose life has been affected by 
someone else’s drinking, will 
meet at 7 p.m. in First United 
Methodist Church, 251 Main St.

Washington Ave. Children and 
their families can attend at 6 or 
6:30 p.m. Activities for all ages 
will include visits with Santa, 
card making, ornament building, 
cookie decorating, refreshments 
and pictures with Santa. Funding 
for the event was provided by the 
Upsilon Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma. Reservations required. 

Thursday:Al-Anon Family Group, a free, 
confidential program for anyone 
whose life has been affected by 
someone else’s drinking, will 
meet at 7 p.m. in First United 
Methodist Church, 251 Main St.

your teammates come over and dog

pile on you,” Knizner said. “It’s a great 

feeling knowing that I could advance 

our team into the next and very im

portant game.”
Knizner is off to a great start this 

season, with 14 points (eight goals, 

Market St. Reservations required. 
Reservations: 724-236-0080.

Thursday: A New Path 

event will be at the library, 128C 
Washington Ave. Children and 
their families can attend at 6 or 

Thursday:PROFILESsix assists) in six games, including a 

four-goal performance against Mars 

Franklin Regional, however, ranks 

high in a stat that teams are not look-

ing to be near the top of the leader-

board in: penalties.

The Panthers have four of the top 

11 players in terms of infractions this 

season. It’s something Knizner said 

they’re looking to improve on moving 

forward.“We’re trying to encourage every

body because penalties are going to 

kill us this year,” Knizner said. “We’re 

play.

New Kensington
 Knead Community 

Café in New Kensington will hand 
out free grab-and-go meals from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday at 

Upsilon Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma. Reservations required. 
Reservations: 724-568-2212.

Thursdays and Fridays:
Victorian Vandergrift Museum 
and Historical Society will feature 
a display of photographs and 

New KensingtonThursday:Café in New Kensington will hand 
out free grab-and-go meals from 
5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday at 
the café, 1011 Barnes St. This 
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four-goal performance against Mars 

Franklin Regional, however, ranks 

high in a stat that teams are not look

ing to be near the top of the leader

board in: penalties.

The Panthers have four of the top 

11 players in terms of infractions this 

season. It’s something Knizner said 

Methodist Church, 251 Main St.New Kensington

for the event was provided by the 
Upsilon Chapter of Delta Kappa 
Gamma. Reservations required. 
Reservations:

New KensingtonCOMMUNITY EVENTS

Bring donations on Wednesday 
or leave them on the front porch. 
Do not place donations in the 
blue bins behind the church.Jefferson
Thursday: 

Wednesday:host bingo at 6:30 p.m. at the 
lodge, 219 E. Sixth Ave. The 
kitchen is open to the public from 
5 to 8:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays. Menu: 

Thursday: 
Thursdays and Fridays. Menu: 
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Live Nation is turning up
the volume in Pittsburgh.

The global entertainment
giant broke ground Thurs-
day on its new concert venue,
Citizens Live at the Wylie,
set to energize the Lower Hill
District.

Community leaders, elect-
ed officials and representa-
tives of Citizens Financial
Group, Live Nation and the
Pittsburgh Penguins gath-
ered to celebrate the con-
struction of the newly named
venue.

The project will be a
4 , 0 0 0 - p e r s o n - c a p a c i t y ,
98,500-square-foot space that
can accommodate a variety
of show sizes, both seated and
standing. Tom Loudermilk,
the Pittsburgh market presi-
dent at Live Nation, said the
company hopes it will host
between 80 and 110 events per
year.

Those events could range
from music concerts to com-
edy shows to speaker series
and beyond.

“We’re standing across the
street from what’s going to
be the future site of Citizens
Live at the Wylie, its name a
testament to the historic Wy-
lie Avenue that flows through
the district,” Loudermilk
remarked at the ceremony
Thursday.

Many of the speakers, in-
cluding Lt. Gov. Austin Da-
vis and Pittsburgh Mayor
Ed Gainey, remarked on the
historic arts scene of the Hill
District and the legacy that
the new venue inherits.

Live Nation estimates that
the new space will open its
doors in late 2026.

Bruce Van Saun, chairman

and CEO of Citizens, was also
present for the ceremony.

“We’re thrilled to announce

our support of Citizens Live
at the Wylie, a state-of-the-art
music venue that will honor

this community’s past while
investing in its future,” he
said.

The Pittsburgh Penguins
and the Fenway Sports
Group are also partnering

on the project, as part of the
Lower Hill’s wider revital-
ization.

Staffing the new venue
will create over 300 new jobs,
all with a base pay of $20

an hour, according to Live
Nation. The building will
also contain a retail space
containing Black-owned and
local businesses.

“The economic impact of
this project is going to be huge,
not just for the Hill District
and the city of Pittsburgh, but
for our entire region,” Davis
said.

Marimba Milliones, CEO
of the Hill Community Devel-
opment Corp., spoke about
the process the corporation’s
Development Review Panel
went through with Live Na-
tion to make this project a
reality. “Live Nation not only
worked in partnership with
the Hill CDC and the Develop-
ment Review Panel, but they
demonstrated the level of re-
spect for the history that this
site demands.”

Live Nation said art from
local visual artists will be
prominently displayed inside
the venue. In addition, a $2
surcharge from every ticket
sold will go to the Greater
Hill District Neighborhood
Reinvestment Fund.
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Donald G
Regional Banking Manager
grahamd@infirstbank.com

Cell: (724)388-1163
NMLS #508952

C O M M U N I T Y B A N K I N G

raham, VP

Q:
A:

What are some ways that I might find out that someone has stolen my
identity?

Read your bills. Do you see charges for things that you didn’t buy?
Watch your bank account statement. Are there withdrawals you didn’t
make? Are there changes you didn’t expect?
Check your mail. Did you stop getting a bill? Did you get a bill for an
account you never opened? Or did you get a letter about an employer
you don’t recognize?
Get your credit report. Are there accounts or other information you
don’t recognize? To get your report, call Annual Credit Report at 877-
322-8228 or go to AnnualCreditReport.com
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SENIOR CARE

Tim Beckes
Owner/President
Senior Helpers
724-834-5720

Q:

A:

adno=366076_V3

My 79 year old father just failed the test to renew his driver’s
license. He lives alone and is doing great, but how will he get his
groceries, or visit his friends?

The ability to get out of the house and go where you want,
when you want is an important part of a senior’s independence.
The loss of a driver’s license does not have to mean the end of
independent living. A helper can assist your father by driving him
where he would like to go and accompanying him on his errands.
Please call Senior Helpers to learn more.

C E R T I F I E D E L D E R L A W A T T O R N E Y

L. Christian DeDiana
724-864-6840

Certified by National
Elder Law Foundation

lcd@bumbaughgeorge.com

Q:

A:

adno=364980_V3

How long should I keep bank statements?

If you ever apply for Medical Assistance (Medicaid)
you will need 5 years of statements. If you are
audited by the IRS, you may need at least 3 years of
statements. If you have any accounts on line and do
not receive monthly statements, you should print
out your statements every month.

Q:

A:

Jon M. Lewis, Esq.
Mears, Smith, Houser & Boyle, P.C.

127 N. Main St.
Greensburg, PA 15601

724-836-4730

ATTORNEY
Mywife and I bought a house. Wewere going to repair it and sell it. Nowwewant to give
it to our daughter. What is themost cost-effective route to complete this transaction?

The real question is what do you want to do. If you give it to her outright, it is hers. If she
dies or gives it to somebody else or puts amortgage on it, is that what you want to do.
Do you want to lease it to her with an option to purchase. Do you want to sell it to her so
she gets a mortgage of some amount and then pays themortgage to the bank?You can
put it in her namewith the rights of survivorship to you if she would die or something
else happened. Do you need to protect her for any reason? I would not look to see what
is themost cost-effective way of doing this. Themost important thing to do is find out
what you need to have happen.
How do you protect your daughter if that is needed? Do you need to speak to your
accountant about this or your attorney? It is best to figure what the right thing to do
is before youmake the transfer, not after if you change your mind. Do you have other
children to consider? Is this part of an estate plan? See your attorney first.ad
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PLEASE EMAILYOUR QUESTIONSTO ASKTHEEXPERTS@TRIBWEB.COM • TO BE AN EXPERT ONTHIS PAGE PLEASE EMAIL SCULLEN@TRIBLIVE.COM

(Not connected with or endorsed by the U S government or the federal Medicare program.)
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do
offer in your area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

Q:

Michael Noppe
Licensed Insurance Agent
Insurance Services LLC

1255 South Main, Greensburg
800-800-1999 ext. 65
mrnoppeinsurance.com

Facebook.com/michaelnoppeIS

H E A L T H I N S U R A N C E

A:
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Mr. Noppe, I will be switching frommy employer plan toMedicare and
I am trying to decide the best way to go between advantage or gap
plans. I just got Part B to go along withmy Part A. The big issue is my
weekly infusions at my doctor’s office.

Your weekly doctor visit is covered under Medicare Part B. Medicare
Advantage Plans require a 20% copayment. Medigap Supplements pay
the entire cost and you pay nothing.

Q:

A:Sam White CPA
member ED SLOTT’S Master

Elite IRA Advisor GroupSM

101 North Main, Greensburg, PA
724-634-2255

RET IREMENT & IRA TAX PLANNING
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I don’t thinkmywife or our tax preparer know anything about IRA’s and taxes.
I can’t believemywife can be so dumb. I just lost a lot of money inmy IRA this
week with themarket dropping. I wanted to sell and take the losses for the
2025 taxes. Our preparer said it doesn’t work that way. The tax guy looks like
a kid so who knows if he knows what he’s talking about. My wife reads your
stuff and said you would know if I can do that.What do you know?

I don’t think you know anything about wives. You just told a huge number
of people your wife is dumb. Your knowledge of taxes seems equally lacking.
You cannot write off losses within IRA accounts, so the kid knows what he’s
talking about with this subject. Since your wife readsmy stuff I’m guessing
you think she’s too dumb to figure out you are the one asking this question. I
believe she will figure it out.

Alexis Papalia is a TribLive
staff writer. She can be reached

at apapalia@triblive.com.

by ALEXIS PAPALIA

Hill District site to help entertainment rise
Live Nation breaks
ground on new venue

LIVE NATION

Construction is officially underway on Citizens Live at the Wylie, a 98,500-square-foot live music venue in Pittsburgh’s
Lower Hill District.

KRISTINA SERAFINI | TRIBLIVE

Local leaders and officials take part in a groundbreaking
ceremony for a new Live Nation venue — Citizens Live at the
Wylie — near PPG Paints Arena on Thursday.
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$25
Off

Any Upgraded
Dentures
custom or

premium only1-800-442-6805
or 724-887-3060

Fay-West DenFay-West Dentaltal
Rt. 119 • Scottdale • www.faywestdental.net

OFFER GOOD THRU 04-06-2025
Randall L. Palmiscno, D.M.D.
Daniel Whirlow, D.M.D • Peter Eddy, D.D.S.

SEE US FOR: EXTRACTIONS
DENTURE REPAIRS • ALL PHASES OF GENERAL DENTISTRY

Fay-West Dental: Longest Established Denture Practice in Western PA

NO LUCK NEEDED

COMPARECOMPARE
OUR PRICESOUR PRICES

ECONOMYECONOMY
DENTUREDENTURE

$$325325
CareC
When You
H A V E
GREAT
DENTAL
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SUNDAY EVENING MOVIES TALK NEWS KIDS SPORTS MARCH 16, 2025
6 PM 6:30 7 PM 7:30 8 PM 8:30 9 PM 9:30 10 PM 10:30 11 PM 11:30 12 AM 12:30 1 AM 1:30 2 AM 2:30

CBS
(2) KDKA
(7) WTRF
(10) WTAJ

NCAAMen's Basketball
Championship Selection Show
(N) (Live)

60 Minutes (N) Tracker "Neptune" A woman
vanishes in the dressing room of
an upscale clothing store. (N)

Watson "The Camgirl Inquiry"
Stephens asks Watson to help
him when his camgirl suddenly
collapses during a video call. (N)

The Equalizer "Trust No One"
McCall hunts for treasure after a
history professor obsessed with
finding missing gold is killed. (N)

(2) News at
Eleven (N)
(7) 7News
Weekend (N)
(10)WTAJ
News at 11 (N)

(2) (:35)
Sunday
(7) NCIS
(10) (:35)
Inside Edition
Weekend (N)

(2) (:05) Joel
Osteen
(10) (:05) The
Equalizer "Vox
Populi"

(2) (:35) Joni
Lamb
(7) Paid
Programming

(2) (:05) Extra
(N)
(7) Paid Prog.
(10) (:05) The
Equalizer

(7) Paid
Programming

(2) (:05) In
TouchWith
(7) Paid
Programming
(10) (:05) Paid
Programming

(2) (:35)
LifeLock
(7) Paid Prog.
(10) (:35) CBS
News
Roundup (N)

ABC
(4) WTAE
(23) WATM

(4)World
News (N)
(23)
Housewife

(4) News (N)
(23) ABC
World News
(N)

America's Funniest Home
Videos Aman caught watching
a football game during a
wedding. (N)

American Idol "803 (Auditions)" Auditions continue in New York,
Los Angeles and Nashville, Tennessee. (N)

The $100,000 Pyramid "Tiffany
Haddish vs. Michael Urie and
Chandra Wilson vs. Rob Riggle"
Tiffany Haddish, Michael Urie (N)

(4) Action
News 4 (N)
(23)
Kaleidoscope

(4) News (N)
(23) Chicago
Fire "Sharp
Elbows"

(4)Matter of
Fact With
Soledad
O'Brien (N)

(4) ET (N)
(23)
Housewife
"The Couple"

(23)Modern
Family "Rash
Decisions"

(4) Storm of
(23)Modern
Fam. "Spring
Break"

(23)Modern
Family "Fight
or Flight"

(4) ABCWorld
News Now (N)
(23)Modern
Fam. "Integrity"

NBC
(6) WJAC
(9) WTOV
(11) WPXI

(6)WJAC
News
(9) News 9 at
(11) Channel
11 News at
6PM Saturday

NBC Nightly
NewsWith
Lester Holt (N)

The Americas "The Wild West"
The Wild West, where coyotes
face a snowbound Yellowstone,
bison battle on the plains and
more.

The Americas "The Gulf Coast"
The Gulf Coast, where swamps
shelter black bears and
alligators, owls look for love and
more. (N)

Suits LA "Batman Returns" Ted
and Erica take on Samantha to
save Lester's movie, but the
battle may hurt his murder trial.
(N)

Grosse Pointe Garden Society
"Force of Nature" Alice hopes to
fix her relationship; Birdie
retaliates when the Garden
Club's plans are stolen. (N)

(6)WJAC
News
(9) News
(11) Channel
11 News at
11PM Sunday

(6) Attkisson
(9) Sports
Sunday (N)
(Live)
(11) (:35) The
Final Word

(6) Big Bang
(9) National
(N)
(11) (:05) Hot
Topics With
Judge Joe

(6) In Touch
(11) (:35) Hot
Topics With
Judge Joe

(6) Positively
(9) Tennis
(11) (:05)
Pawn Stars
"Reeling and
Dealing"

(6)Makeover
(9) Pickleball
(11) (:35)
Pawn Stars

(6) The
(9)Whacked
(11) (:05) The
World's
Funniest
Weather

(6) Judge
Judy
(9)Meet Press
(11)World's-
Weath

FOX
(8) WWCP
(53) WPGH

(4:30)MLS Soccer LA Galaxy at
Portland Timbers From
Providence Park in Portland, Ore.
(N) (Live)

Extracted "Burn Before Reading"
Family members get a chance to
write to their survivalist.

Family Guy
"The Chicken or
the Meg" (N)

Grimsburg
"Daddy Daddy
Bang Bang" (N)

The Great
North "Bust a
Moon
Adventure" (N)

Krapopolis
"Love Trap,
Baby!" (N)

(8)
Kaleidoscope
(53) Channel
11 News (N)

(8) Fast:
Home Rescue
"Living With
Nature"

(53)Who Has
Access to Your
Personal Data?

(8) 9-1-1
(53) Sheldon

(53) The
National News
Desk

(8) The
Conners

(8) Conners
(53) FeelSexy

(8) Neighbor
(53) Caught

(8) Neighbor
"Welcome to
the Other
Butlers"

(8) Seinfeld
"The Library"
(53) Age
Backwards

(13) WQED PBS News
Weekend

Agatha Christie "Cat Among the Pigeons" Agatha
Christie's haunted, unconventional early life.

Lucy Worsley's Holmes vs. Doyle "Doctor and
Detective"

Young Forever With Mark Hyman, MD Memory Makeover With Daniel Amen, MD Prue Leith's Cotswold Kitchen
"Sandi Toksvig"

(:45) Prue
Leith's

(16) WINP NCIS "Homesick" NCIS "Kill Chain" NCIS "Double Back" NCIS "Monsters and Men" NCIS "Bulletproof" NCIS "Dressed to Kill" NCIS "Crescent City" NCIS "Crescent City: Part II" LifeLock Paid Prog.

(19) WPKD The Equalizer "Where There's
Smoke"

Family Feud Family Feud S.W.A.T. "Cry Foul" S.W.A.T. "Incoming" The 10 O'Clock
News (N)

(:35) Nightly
Sports Call

NCIS: Hawai'i "Divided We
Conquer"

WOW -Women Of Wrestling Kickin' It: With Byron Allen (N) Daily Flash In TouchWith

(22) WPNT Tennis Pickleball Whose Line Is <+++ The Devil Wears Prada ('06) Anne Hathaway, Adrian Grenier, Meryl Streep. Marketplace Seinfeld A Better Pain Pill Channel 11 News 9-1-1 "Let Go" Chicago P.D. "No Regrets"
(40) WPCB Billy Jeremiah "A God-Inspired Life" In TouchWith Rod Perry Stone Prop. Conn Prophecy USA Prophecy The King Move Your Mountain News Joseph Prince Unscript RadiantTV Origins Leading
(59) WEPA Monk Monk Married Married Married Married Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Roseanne Las Vegas Las Vegas "Pharoah 'Nuff" Las Vegas

A&E Live PD: Police Live PD: Police Live PD: Police Live PD: Police WWE LFG "Speak Your Truth" (N) WWE Rivals WWE (N) (:05)WWE Rivals (:05)WWE LFG "Speak Your Truth" (:35)WWE Rivals (:35)WWE
AMC Movie <+++ Gran Torino ('08) Christopher Carley, Bee Vang, Clint Eastwood. Dark Winds (N) (:05)Dark Winds (:10)<+++ Gran Torino ('08) Christopher Carley, Bee Vang, Clint Eastwood. (:40)Dark Winds Movie
ANPL Yellowstone Wardens Yellow "Operation: Antler Blitz" Yellowstone Wardens Yellowstone Wardens Yellow "Pull 'um Over" Yellowstone Wardens Yellowstone Wardens
ATTSP Steel City Baseball MLB Baseball Pittsburgh Pirates at New York Yankees (N) TNAWrestling (N) OVWWrestling (N) MLB Baseball Pittsburgh Pirates at New York Yankees
BBC <+++ The Natural ('84) Robert Duvall, Glenn Close, Robert Redford. <+++ Field of Dreams ('89) Amy Madigan, James Earl Jones, Kevin Costner. <+++Hoosiers ('86) Barbara Hershey, Dennis Hopper, Gene Hackman. <+++ Coach Carter ('05)
BET (5:00)<+++ Get Out ('17) Allison Williams, Daniel Kaluuya. <++ The Call ('13) Abigail Breslin, Morris Chestnut, Halle Berry. <++ Vampire in Brooklyn ('95) Angela Bassett, Allen Payne, Eddie Murphy. Martin Martin Martin
BRAVO Medicine "Choosing Sides" Housewives-Atlanta Housewives-Atlanta (N) Medicine "Duchess Toya and Her Royal Court" (N) Housewives-Atlanta Married to Medicine Real Housewives Denise Denise Housewives
CMT Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family Mama's Family
COM The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office The Office Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy South Park South Park South Park South Park
DISC Afraid "No Legs, No Problem" Afraid "Couch to Cave" (N) Naked and Afraid "Return of the King" (N) Filthy Hunting for Silver Bullets Filthy Betting Big on Little Balls Naked and Afraid "Return of the King" Filthy Hunting for Silver Bullets
DISNEY Kiff Kiff <+++Onward ('20) Tom Holland. (:50) StuGo (:15) StuGo (:40) StuGo (:05) StuGo Hamster & Hamster & Hamster & Bluey Bluey Ladybug Ladybug Primos
E! <+++Mrs. Doubtfire ('93) Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin Williams. <+++Mrs. Doubtfire ('93) Sally Field, Pierce Brosnan, Robin Williams. <++ Poms ('19) Jacki Weaver, Celia Weston, Diane Keaton. Celebrity Game Face
ESPN SportsCenter (N) (Live) Bracketology Women's Selection (N) (Live) NBA Basketball Oklahoma City Thunder at Milwaukee Bucks (N) (Live) (:35) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) (Live) SportsCenter (N) SportCtr (N)
ESPNU (4:30)NLL Lacrosse College Track NCAA Indoor Championship (N) NLL Lacrosse Toronto Rock at Vancouver Warriors TrueSouth College Basketball SEC Tournament, Championship: Teams TBA Women's Bracketology (N)
ESPN2 Unleash (:50) NWSL Soccer San Diego Wave FC at Angel City FC (N) (Live) College GameNight GamenightMen's Bracketology College GameNight GamenightMen's Bracketology E60 The Other Hurley NBA Basketball
EWTN Contemplat Saints, Scound Sunday Mass (:20) Litany Catholics Life/Rock (N) Rosary (N) Journey "Fr. Edward Meeks" Doctors MY Lourdes Sunday Mass (:20) Litany AWolf In Sheep
FOOD Tournament "Win and Move On, Lose and You're Gone" Tournament of Champions "If You Can't Take the Heat..." (N) Wildcard Kitchen Beat Bobby Beat Bobby Tournament of Champions "If You Can't Take the Heat..." Wildcard Kitchen
FREEFM (5:05)<+++ Tangled ('10) (:15)<++++ The Little Mermaid ('89) Jodi Benson. (:15)<+++ Beauty and the Beast ('17) Dan Stevens, Luke Evans, EmmaWatson. (:25)<+++ The Great Mouse Detective ('86) NEW! Paid Prog.
FX (5:30)<+++ Free Guy ('21) Jodie Comer, Ryan Reynolds. <+++Deadpool 2 ('18) Josh Brolin, Morena Baccarin, Ryan Reynolds. <++ Venom ('18) Michelle Williams, Riz Ahmed, Tom Hardy. <+++ Thor ('11) Natalie Portman, Anthony Hopkins, Chris Hemsworth.
FYI Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Barrett-Jackson (N) Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Counting Cars Barrett-Jackson: REVVED UP
GOLF Live From THE PLAYERS (N) (Live) Live From THE PLAYERS Comprehensive news coverage surrounding THE PLAYERS Championship.
GSN The Chase "The Chase Is On!" Match Game Press-Luck "The Prize Magnet" Deal or No Deal "Family Value$" Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud Family Feud
HALL (5:00)< A Taste of Love ('24) < Royal-ish ('25) Francesca Europa, Sophia Adli, Nichole Sakura. The Heart "Having Faith" (N) < The Wedding Veil ('22) Autumn Reeser, Lacey Chabert. Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls Golden Girls
HGTV Dream Home Home Town Takeover "Greetings From Sebring!" Home Town Takeover (N) Home Town (N) Hunters (N) House Hunters House Hunters House Hunters Home Town House Hunters House Hunters House Hunters House Hunters
HIST America "Let Them Bake Cake" America "Penny Candy Craze" The Food That Built America Built America (N) (:05) America "Cookie Fortunes" (:05) America "Cookie Wars" (:05) Built America (:05) America "Cookie Fortunes" (:05) Built America
ID Evil Lives Here Evil Lives Here Evil Lives Here Evil Lives Here (N) Psychopath (N) Psychopath (N) Psychopath Psychopath Evil Lives "I Died for a Moment" Psychopath Psychopath Psychopath Psychopath
LIFE < Taken at a Basketball Game ('25) Claire Qute, D.B. Woodside. < Playing With Fire ('25) Stephen Adekolu, Kirsten Comerford. (P) (:05)<My Two Husbands ('24) Kabby Borders. (P) < Playing With Fire ('25) Stephen Adekolu, Kirsten Comerford. (:05)<My Two Husbands ('24)
MTV Big Bang Big Bang <+Grown Ups 2 ('13) Kevin James, Chris Rock, Adam Sandler. <++ The Longest Yard ('05) Chris Rock, Burt Reynolds, Adam Sandler. Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness Ridiculousness
NBATV (5:30)Basketball Evolve & Flex Title IX: 37 Words As We Rise: 25 Years TNT Sports A Seat at the Table NBA GameTime Live GameTime GameTime GameTime GameTime GameTime
NGEO No Taste Like Home No Taste Like Home No Taste Like Home No Taste Like Home (N) Course Cuisine "Fired Up" (N) No Taste Like Home No Taste Like Home Course Cuisine "Fired Up" Gordon Ramsay: Uncharted
NICK (:15)SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob SpongeBob Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends Friends (:35) Friends (:10) Friends (:45) Friends (:20) Friends (:55) Friends Modern Fam.
NWSN NewsNation Now (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime (N) (Live) NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime NewsNation Prime The Hill Cuomo
OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN 20/20 on OWN
OXY Snapped: Killer Couples (N) Fatal Family Feuds (N) Snapped "Shirley Nelson" Snapped "Martha Beatty" Snapped "Judith Nix" Feuds "Last Seen in Nashville" Killer Couples Killer Couples Homicide "Royal Bloodshed"
PARMT (5:25) Yellowst. (:50) Yellowstone "Life Is a Promise" (:50) To Be Announced (N) (SP) Bar Rescue (N) Bar Rescue "Lost in the Sauce" Bar Rescue "Boca Re-Tune" Bar Rescue Bar Rescue
PCN PCN Tours PA Books Presidents Horseshoe History /History It's History! PA Superior Court Session (:10) PA Commonwealth Court Session "5.08.24"
PCNC PCNC News PCNC PCNC News Business PCNC News PCNC PCNC 9PM PCNC PCNC News PCNC News Business PCNC 11 PCNC N PCNC N The Final PCNC N PCNC 2AM PCNC
SYFY (5:30)<++ Journey 2: The Mysterious Island (:35)<++ Ender's Game ('13) Asa Butterfield, Hailee Steinfeld, Harrison Ford. (:05)< Leprechaun: Origins ('14) Dylan "Hornswoggle" Postl. (:05)<+ Leprechaun 4 in Space ('97) Warwick Davis. (:05)< Leprechaun in the Hood
TBS Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang Big Bang <++ The Intern ('15) Anne Hathaway, Rene Russo, Robert De Niro. <+++ A Star Is Born ('18) Bradley Cooper. (P)
TCM (5:45)<+++Deathtrap ('82) Christopher Reeve, Michael Caine. <+++ Running on Empty ('88) River Phoenix, Christine Lahti. (:15)<++++Ordinary People ('80) Timothy Hutton, Donald Sutherland. Among Now or Never (:45)< I Do! (:15)< An Angel at My Table
TLC 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé "Love Is Not Enough" (N) The Baldwins (N) 90 Day Fiancé (N) 90 Day Fiancé "Love Is Not Enough" Baldwins "Always Be Cleaning"
TNT (3:30)NHLHocke.. Post-Game (N) Unrivaled (N) Unrivaled Basketball (:45)Unrivaled Second Semifinal: Teams TBA (N) Unrivaled (N) <+++Dune ('21) Rebecca Ferguson, Oscar Isaac, Timothée Chalamet. (:45)<++ Into the Blue ('05) Paul Walker.
TOON King of the Hill King of the Hill Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers Bob's Burgers American Dad! American Dad! Family Guy Family Guy Family Guy Rick and Morty Common S YOLO /OhMy .. AquaTeen /Aq.. Chicken /Chick.. Family Guy Family Guy Rick and Morty
TRAVEL Extraterr. "UFOs Over England" Extraterr. "Roswell Revealed" Bigfoot "The Watchers" Bigfoot "Primal Fear" (N) Yeti Massacre Bigfoot "The Watchers" Bigfoot "Primal Fear" Yeti Massacre
TRUTV (3:30)NHLHocke.. Post-Game (N) Unrivaled Unrivaled Basketball (:45)Unrivaled Second Semifinal: Teams TBA (N) Unrivaled <+++Wonder Woman ('17) Chris Pine, Connie Nielsen, Gal Gadot. Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers Imp. Jokers
TVLAND Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Two Half Men Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld Seinfeld
USA Law-SVU "Intersecting Lives" Law-SVU "Heartfelt Passages" Law & Order: SVU Law-SVU "No Good Reason" Poker Face "The Night Shift" (N) (:25) Law & Order: SVU "Folly" Law & Order: SVU "Closet" 911 Crisis Law & Order: SVU "Retro"
VH1 (5:30)<++ The Photograph ('20) LaKeith Stanfield, Issa Rae. <++ Lakeview Terrace ('08) Patrick Wilson, Kerry Washington, Samuel L. Jackson. Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Jamie Foxx Hip Hop "Acting Up" Love & Hip Hop Miami
WE Law & Order "Menace" Law & Order "Barter" Law & Order "Matrimony" Law & Order "Working Mom" Law & Order "D-Girl" Law & Order "Turnaround" Law & Order "Showtime" Law & Order "Mad Dog" Law & Order "Double Down"

HBO (5:50)White (:50) The White Lotus (:50) The White Lotus "Hide or Seek" White "Full-Moon Party" (N) Gemstones (:45)Gemstones (:25) Last Week To. (N) (:05)White "Full-Moon Party" (:10)White "Full-Moon Party" (:15)Gemstones Movie
MAX (:05) The Knick The Knick "Whiplash" <+++ State of Play ('09) Ben Affleck, Russell Crowe. (:05)< High Life ('18) Juliette Binoche, Robert Pattinson. <++ Backtrack ('15) Sam Neill, Adrien Brody. <+House of 1000 Corpses ('03) Sid Haig.
PARSHO (4:25)< Inglourious Basterds (:05) Yellow "Did Tai Do That?" Yellowjackets (N) Yellow "Thanksgiving (Canada)" <+++ Strange Darling ('23) Willa Fitzgerald. (:45) Yellowjackets (:45)<++++ Pulp Fiction ('94) Samuel L. Jackson, Uma Thurman, John Travolta.
STARZ (5:35)<++ Fast X ('23) Michelle Rodriguez, Vin Diesel. Power Book III "It's All Love" <++White House Down ('13) Jamie Foxx, Channing Tatum. (:15) Power III "It's All Love" (:15)<++White House Down ('13) Jamie Foxx, Channing Tatum. < Pandorum
STZENC Movie (:50)<++Gridiron Gang ('06) Xzibit, Jade Yorker, The Rock. <+ Expend4bles ('23) Jason Statham. (:45)<+++Don't Breathe ('16) Jane Levy. (:20)<++Don't Breathe 2 ('21) Madelyn Grace, Stephen Lang. <HowtheGringoStoleChristmas
TMC (:05)< Ida Red ('21) Frank Grillo, Melissa Leo, Josh Hartnett. < Panama ('22) Mel Gibson, Cole Hauser. (:35)<Detained ('24) Laz Alonso, Abbie Cornish. (:15)<+Domestic Disturbance ('01) (:45)<+++ Runaway Jury ('03) Gene Hackman, Dustin Hoffman, John Cusack.
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Unscramble these Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
All Rights Reserved.

”“”“

Jim Munday has served as technical
consultant for the Bridge Bulletin, the
ACBL’s monthly magazine (to which
I have contributed since 1981), and
his wife, Sue, is a former editor.
Munday posted today’s deal, from
last Fall’s NABC, on Bridge Winners,
an internet site where players discuss
bridge-related issues.

In the Blue Ribbon Pairs, Munday
played at four spades. A contract of
3NT might have been preferable, but
after South freely rebid three spades,
North’s raise to four was clear.

West led the ace of hearts, and
when East discouraged with the
deuce, suggesting a shift, West
switched to the nine of diamonds.
East took the ace and returned a
diamond, and West won with the jack
and led the king, forcing dummy’s to
ruff and seemingly assuring a trump
trick for East’s jack.

Munday judged from the active
East-West bidding and the defense
that East had trump length. Munday
ruffed dummy’s king of hearts, went
to the king of trumps and ruffed the
queen of hearts, reducing to the same
trump length as East. Munday then
ran the clubs, and East succumbed
to a trump coup; whenever he ruffed,
Munday would overruff and claim.

Munday hoped his plus 620 would
be worth a strong result since East-
West had four tricks to take against
3NT, but it wasn’t to be. Many
North-South pairs did reach 3NT

played by North. If East led the nine
of hearts (denying heart strength) to
the ace, West could have found the
diamond switch. As it was, not one
East-West held 3NT to three, and
Munday scored only 20 percent of the
matchpoints.

The ACBL Spring Championships
are currently in progress in Memphis.
For results, see live.acbl.org.

South dealer
N-S vulnerable

NORTH
♠ K 8
♥♥ K Q 7
♦♦ 5 4
♣ A Q 7 6 5 4

WEST EAST
♠ 9 ♠ J 6 4 2
♥♥ A J 10 8 5 4 ♥♥ 9 3 2
♦♦ K J 9 ♦♦ A 8 3 2
♣ 9 8 2 ♣ 10 3

SOUTH
♠ A Q 10 7 5 3
♥♥ 6
♦♦ Q 10 7 6
♣ K J

South West North East
1 ♠ 2 ♥♥ 3 ♣ 3 ♥♥
3 ♠ Pass 4 ♠ All Pass
Opening lead – ♥♥ A

©2025 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

By FRANK STEWART
Tribune Content Agency

BIRTHDAYS

BRIDGE

QUOTE CRYPTOGRAM

SUDOKU

CRYPTOQUIP

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Sunday, March 16, the 75th day of 2025. There are
290 days left in the year.

Highlights in history
In 1802: President Thomas Jefferson signed a measure authoriz-

ing the establishment of the United States Military Academy at West
Point, N.Y.

In 1935: Adolf Hitler broke the military terms set by the Treaty of
Versailles by ordering the rearming of Germany and resuming mili-
tary conscription.

In 1945: During World War II, American forces declared they had
secured Iwo Jima, although pockets of Japanese resistance re-
mained.

In 1968: Sen. Robert F. Kennedy of New York announced his
candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination.

In 1972: In a nationally broadcast address, President Richard Nix-
on called for a moratorium on court-ordered school busing to achieve
racial desegregation.

In 1984: William Buckley, the CIA station chief in Beirut, was kid-
napped by Hezbollah militants; he would be tortured by his captors
and killed in 1985.

In 1985: Associated Press correspondent Terry Anderson was
kidnapped in Beirut by Hezbollah militants; he would spend nearly
seven years in captivity before being freed in December 1991.

In 1994: Figure skater Tonya Harding pleaded guilty in Portland,
Ore., to conspiracy to hinder prosecution for covering up an attack on
rival Nancy Kerrigan, avoiding jail but drawing a $100,000 fine and
three years of probation.

In 2016: President Barack Obama nominated Merrick Garland to
take the seat of Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, who had died
the previous month. Republicans who controlled the Senate would
stick to their pledge to leave the seat empty until after the presiden-
tial election; they confirmed Trump nominee Neil Gorsuch in April
2017.

In 2020: Global stocks plunged amid coronavirus concerns, with
the Dow Jones Industrial Average falling 2,997 points (12.9%), the
largest point drop and second-largest single-day percentage decline
in history.

In 2022: A powerful 7.3 magnitude earthquake struck off the
coast of Fukushima in northern Japan.

by MAGI HELENA
ARIES (March 21-April 19): In the coming week, you

might face challenges from others in your environment if
you fail to honor your commitments.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You may find something
unexpected on your bingo card. Think outside the box;
traditional methods might seem dull.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Trust your vision and have
confidence in your foresight to see what lies ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Actions may speak louder
than words. Spending quality time with a loved one could
significantly boost the mood and health of your relation-
ship.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Someone near to you might
need someone to lean on; by showing some understand-
ing, you could bring about positive outcomes for everyone
involved.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You may feel confident
in yourself without needing others’ approval. When you’re
happy, it could positively affect those around you.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You might encounter an
opportunity to advance that’s taken care of by someone
else. Do right upon others and it could be returned.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): You might transform
even the most routine tasks into something exciting by
exploring unconventional approaches or integrating novel
concepts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21): You might be too
involved in an issue to view it impartially; it could benefit
you to step back for a clearer, different viewpoint.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): You might find chanc-
es to enhance both your relationships and your prospects.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): A touch of playful
rivalry might help break down barriers and foster a nice
atmosphere with someone special.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You may have a chance
to make up for past mistakes. Be mindful not to become
your own worst critic if emotions run high.

IF MARCH 16 IS YOUR BIRTHDAY: You may allow
common sense to direct your reactions rather than let-
ting emotions take control as the next four to five weeks
unfold. Keep an eye on your responsibilities in the first
half of April. Your organizational skills could come in
handy as you prove your ability to handle extra responsi-
bilities. Consider waiting until the second half of April or
the first week of May, when your wise assessments of
human nature could work hand in hand with your imagi-
nation. There might be an opportunity to put your gran-
diose plans and moneymaking ideas into motion.

HOROSCOPES ALMANAC

Complete the grid
so that every row,
column and 3x3 box
contains every digit
from 1 to 9 inclusively.

ANSWERS TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

ANSWER TO TODAY’S CRYPTOQUIP

YESTERDAY’S
ANSWER

IMPAIR
FOURTH

BOTTLE
IMPOSE

DECENT
MYSELF

Whenthenervousprospector’s
workerfinallyfoundaveinofgold,
itwasa—

“LODE”OFF
HIS“MINE”

ANSWERS
TO TODAY’S
JUMBLE

Magi Helena is a Tribune Content Agency writer.

Business executive
Sanford Weill 92
Actor Erik Estrada 76
Football Hall of Famer
Joe DeLamielleure 74
Actor Isabelle Huppert 72
Rock musician
Nancy Wilson (Heart) 71
Golf Hall of Famer Hollis Stacy 71
Football Hall of Famer
Ozzie Newsome 69

Rapper-actor Flavor Flav 66
Folk musician Patty Griffin 61
Actor Lauren Graham 58
Actor Judah Friedlander 56
Actor Alan Tudyk 54
Actor Alexandra Daddario 39
R&B singer Jhené Aiko 37
Rock musician
Wolfgang Van Halen 34
NBA center Joel Embiid 31
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Name That Company
I trace my roots back

to two Kansas City broth-
ers who started offering tax
preparation services to their
business clients in 1955 and

discovered a great demand for
it. After expanding to New York
City, I began franchising in 1956.
I bought CompuServe in 1980,

which helped me use computers for
tax preparation. (I helped the IRS test
its e-filing technology, too.) Today I
also offer bookkeeping, payroll, pay-
ment processing and advisory solu-
tions for small businesses, among other
services; I rake in more than $3.5 billion

annually. I’ve prepared more than 800 mil-
lion tax returns so far. Who am I?
Think you know the answer? We’ll announce it in next week’s edition.

some hybrid annuities that offer long-
term care payments if you need them.
In the recent interest rate environ-

ment, a 65-year-old man might be
quoted monthly $648 payments
(that’s about $7,800 a year) for
the rest of his life for $100,000. A
65-year-old woman might be quoted
$625 per month ($7,500 annu-
ally); women generally get smaller
payouts because they tend to live
longer. A 70-year-old couple might
get $1,211 each month for $200,000
(about $14,500 over a year).
If you buy your annuities when

interest rates are higher, you’ll be
offered more income— and interest
rates these days are higher than they
were a few years ago. If you expect
them to drop soon, perhaps look into
annuities sooner rather than later.
You can get bigger payments if you
buy when you’re older, or if you
choose a fixed deferred annuity (one
that starts paying in the future).
Be sure to buy only from insurers

with high credit ratings because the
annuity payments are guaranteed
only as long as the company is in
business. (You might prefer to split
your purchase among several strong
insurers.)

The Motley Fool Take

An Energetic
Investment

The S&P 500 index was recently
up 14% in total returns over the past
year, while the utilities sector had
surged 25% as domestic electricity
demand reached a record high in
2024. JPMorgan Chase strategists
estimate electricity demand will
more than triple in the next few years
compared to the previous decade, so
consider investing in the Vanguard
Utilities ETF (ticker: VPU).
The Vanguard Utilities ETF

encompasses 69 U.S. utilities com-
panies. Its recent top five holdings
by weighting were NextEra Energy,
Constellation Energy, Southern
Company, Duke Energy and Vistra.
Artificial intelligence (AI) con-

sumes a tremendous amount of
power, especially while developing
and training each model. Adoption
of electric vehicles and increased
domestic manufacturing should also
contribute to demand for electricity.
Utility companies are often legal

monopolies that generate consistent
but slow-growing earnings; as a
result, the utilities sector has often
underperformed the S&P 500. But
they are typically seen as defensive
investments because they provide
essential services, which means
they’re somewhat resistant to reces-
sions. (JPMorgan Chase is an adver-
tising partner of Motley Fool Money.
The Motley Fool owns shares of and
recommends Goldman Sachs Group,
JPMorgan Chase and NextEra
Energy. It recommends Constellation
Energy and Duke Energy.)

Ask the Fool

My Smartest Investment

Tasers and
Bodycams

My smartest investment was
buying shares of Axon Enterprise
four years ago at $81 per share. I
bought because I’d seen Axon’s
Tasers in use online, and because
of their police-worn bodycams,
for which they charge ongoing
subscription fees for video storage,
retrieval and so on. In the current
environment, police support and
spending on the latest technology
could be poised to grow. My shares
were recently trading at over $500
apiece — an incredible increase —
with, I believe, more to come. (The
gain made a nice offset for some
bad buys.) — E.T., San Diego
The Fool Responds:Axon has

indeed been an impressive performer,
averaging annual gains of more than
30% over the past 10 and 15 years.
You’re right that the new administra-
tion might deliver helpful tailwinds
to Axon— but remember that it also
might not.
In addition, Axon’s stock recently

looked overvalued, with a price-to-
sales ratio near 20, well above its
five-year average of around 12. It
could still serve long-term investors
well, but the stock might pull back to
a lower valuation for a while.
You were smart to appreciate how

big winners can offset losses in a
portfolio. You can offset gains with
losses on your tax return, too, if you
sell shares of both winners and losers.
(Do you have a smart or regrettable

investment move to share with us?
Email it to TMFShare@fool.com.)

What Are ‘Tech
Stocks’?

QWhat, exactly, are “tech
stocks”? — H.B., Hickory,

North Carolina

AThere’s no single definition,
but in general, they’re stocks

tied to companies that are technol-
ogy-oriented. They may include
software companies, computer hard-
ware manufacturers, semiconductor
specialists, smartphone makers,
wireless telecommunications busi-
nesses, streaming services, cloud
computing providers and more.

It’s worth noting, though, that
these days, many companies not
considered tech stocks also employ
(and are often dependent on) tech-
nology. Brokerages, for example,
conduct much of their business
via online platforms. Pharmaceuti-
cal companies rely on technology
to help them track and manage
the clinical trials of their drugs in
development. Some restaurants
have begun employing robotic
servers, while some retailers have
robots working in warehouses.
Some farmers are using artificial
intelligence (AI) technology to help
them make planting and other deci-
sions. And some homebuilders are
3D-printing homes.

These days, technology is
everywhere.

***

QHow are stockbrokers paid?—
K.G., Erie, Pennsylvania

AIf you’re referring to people
through whom you might buy

or sell stock, or someone who
might call you and try to sell you
an investment, their compensation
can include a salary, commissions
on sales of investments, incentive
bonuses and advisory fees. Much
depends on their employer. Accord-
ing to Indeed.com, the average base
salary of a U.S. broker was recently
$69,376, with salaries ranging
between $30,977 and $155,276.

If you were wondering instead
about brokerages, here’s the scoop:
They used to make a lot by charg-
ing trading commissions, but many
now charge $0 for that. Instead,
they now rake in money via interest
on margin loans and fees for asset
management and other services.

Want more information about stocks?
Send us an email to foolnews@fool.com.

Fool’s School

Annuities for
Retirement Income
Having regular, dependable pen-

sion income to look forward to cer-
tainly sounds good, but while most
workers had pensions decades ago,
401(k)s have now become far more
prevalent, and pensions are relatively
rare outside of the public sector.
If you’re one of those don’t have

a pension, you might still be able
to set up fairly reliable pensionlike
retirement income via fixed immedi-
ate annuities. (There are other kinds
of annuities, such as variable and
indexed, but those are more complex
and can be problematic. Research
them deeply before buying.)
With a fixed immediate annuity,

you pay an insurance company a
significant sum, and it promises to
send you regular payments for a set
period— or for the rest of your life.
By paying more money, or accepting
smaller payments, you may be able
to include features such as inflation
adjustments, or payments that will
continue for the duration of your
spouse’s life, too. There are even

© 2025 The MoTley Fool/DisT. by AnDrews McMeel synDicATion 3/13

LAST WEEK’S TRIVIA ANSWER
I trace my roots back to 1904, when two fellows who made cars

in England joined forces to build four models. (One of them had
broken the land speed record in 1903.) The new cars were big suc-
cesses, and a venerable brand was born. An early iconic model
was my Silver Ghost, and I still sell Ghosts today — for north of
$350,000 apiece. My hood ornament, the “Spirit of Ecstasy,” was
registered in 1911. I’m also a major supplier of business aircraft
engines, and I make advanced combat systems and nuclear power
plants. Who am I? (Answer: Rolls-Royce)

Want to Invest? Email us at foolnews@fool.com, and we’ll
send you some tips to start investing. Sorry, we can’t provide
individual financial advice.

Company insiders are
ditching their own stock
more than usual. An

exception is oil and gas ex-
ecutives, some of whom are
buying while their shares
are depressed.

To gauge insider senti-
ment, look at the ratio of
buys to sells by top execu-
tives and large shareholders.
According to Gurufocus.
com, about 34% of insiders’
transactions normally are
buys. In February the figure
was only 24%.

During the early stages
of the pandemic in 2020,
when stock prices dived,
insiders stepped up to the
plate and bought shares at
an above-normal clip five
months in a row. Insiders
also bought a lot of stock in
the late stages of the Great
Recession in 2008.

Sells normally exceed buys
because top executives get
some stock (often in the form
of stock options) as part of
their compensation. Lately,
we’ve seen ten months in a
row of below-normal buying.

According to a screen I
did on Gurufocus.com, chief
executive officers at 197 com-
panies have sold stock worth
$1 million or more from
Feb. 1 through March 5.

CEO Sales
At Palo Alto Networks Inc.

(PANW), CEO Nikesh Arora
sold more than $275 million
of stock in February and
March. Since June 2022, his
share holding has fallen
from about 2.9 million shares
to about 1.1 million shares.

His sales were under a plan
that provides for selling at
predetermined intervals or
prices.

At J.P Morgan Chase
& Co. (JPM), chairman
Jamie Dimon was a buyer
in 2007, 2009, 2012 and 2016.
Since last year, he’s been a
seller. In February he sold
$233 million of stock, or more
than 11% of his holding. His
remaining shares are worth
about $1.6 billion.

At Tempus AI Inc. (TEM),
which went public less
than a year ago, CEO Eric
Lefkofsky cashed in more
than $119 million in shares
in February. That was about
8% of his holding.

Bahram Akradi, the found-
er and CEO of Life Time
Group Holdings Inc. (LTH),
sold 31% of his shares in
late February, for proceeds
of about $150 million. The
company operates a chain
of fitness centers. Akradi
himself is a triathlete.

Jeffrey Tangney, CEO of
Doximity Inc. (DOCS), sold
about $75 million of his com-
pany’s stock in February.
He has about $135 million
of Doximity shares left. The
company operates a digital
platform for medical profes-
sionals.

When CEOs sell shares,
it doesn’t necessarily mean
that they are bearish on the
stock market or on their own
companies’ prospects. There
are many reasons to sell,
simple diversification being
one.

Still, when I see the num-
ber of CEOs who have sold
recently, and the volume of
their sales, it gives me an
uneasy feeling.

Energy buys
In the oil and gas industry

I see more hopeful signs.
At Noble Corp., for exam-

ple, CEO Robert Eifler spent
about $350,000 to add a bit to
his holdings, which amount
to about $31 million at cur-
rent prices. Richard Barker,
the chief financial officer,
bought about $223,000 of
Noble shares in February
and has about $7 million in
the stock.

At Dorchester Minerals
LP (DMLP), which collects
royalties on oil-and-gas
properties in 28 states,
CEO Bradley Ehrman
spent about $100,000 on his
partnership’s shares in
early March. He has about
$4 million in it.

And at Matador Resourc-
es Co. (MTDR), where
I’ve noted insider buying
previously, CEO Joseph
Foran made four purchases
totaling about $632,000. That
brings his holding to about
$245 million.

Oil and gas stocks are out
of favor today, and I think
they are oversold. I believe
these three CEOs will be

happy about their purchases
a year hence.

The record
This is the 73rd column

I’ve written about insid-
er purchases and sales. I
can tabulate results for 63
columns – all those written
from 1999 through a year
ago.

Stocks that I said to avoid,
even though insiders were
buying, have under-per-
formed the Standard &
Poor’s 500 Total Return
Index by 24.3 percentage
points.

Stocks where I noted
insider selling have done
2.3 percentage points worse
than the index.

Stocks I recommended
based on insider buying
have returned 9.1% — not
too bad, but 1.3 percentage
points below the bench-
mark’s average.

Finally, there were some
stocks where I noted insider
buys, but made no comment
or an ambiguous comment.
These have beaten the S&P
by 16.2 percentage points.

Bear in mind that my
column results are hypo-
thetical and shouldn’t be
confused with results I
obtain for clients. Also, past
performance doesn’t predict
the future.

Disclosure: I own J.P.
Morgan shares personally
and for most of my clients.

John Dorfman is chairman of
Dorfman Value Investments in

Boston. He can be reached at
jdorfman@dorfmanvalue.com.

CEOs at 197 companies
made big stock sales lately

JOHN DORFMAN
Investing

Attention, readers: Because of Money & Market changes being made at the Associated Press, the weekly market roundup of stocks and
mutual funds has been discontinued until further notice. We apologize for any inconvenience.

TOKYO — Japanese
automaker Nissan’s chief
executive, Makoto Uchida,
is stepping down after the
company reported dismal
financial results and its
merger talks with Honda
collapsed.

Nissan Motor Corp.
said in a statement Tues-
day that Ivan Espinosa,
who is now the
company’s chief
planning officer,
will take Uchida’s
place, effective
April 1.

Espinosa, who
joined Nissan in
2003, has spent
much of his Nis-
san career in Mex-
ico and Southeast
Asia, overseeing
product planning
including the drive toward
electric vehicles, meaning
he’s an insider perhaps
less willing to take drastic
action.

“I sincerely believe that
Nissan has so much more
potential than what we’re
seeing today,” Espinosa
told reporters, while
stressing that he needs
time to come up with de-
tails for a turnaround.

He stressed his love
for Nissan, noting he has
developed a deep under-
standing of what makes
the company unique and
valuable.

Nissan said the compa-
ny leadership needed to
be “renewed” to achieve
long-term growth. Uchida,
who remains as a direc-
tor, expressed confidence
in Espinosa as “a real car
guy” and stressed he was
handing over the baton of
leadership to better unify
company ranks.

“I am confident that Nis-
san will definitely make
a comeback,” he said,
appearing at the hastily
called news conference
with Espinosa.

Speculation about Uchi-
da’s future was rife
after he called off
talks last month
with Japanese ri-
val Honda Motor
Co., announced
late last year,
to set up a joint
holding company
to integrate their
businesses. At the
time, he told re-
porters the focus
of the talks had

changed to making Nissan
into a Honda subsidiary,
which he denounced as
unacceptable.

He also said their strate-
gic partnership to realize
synergies on specific proj-
ects like electric vehicles
and other research will
continue.

Nissan is projecting a
loss of $540 million for the
full fiscal year through the
end of this month.

When asked about talks
with Honda and other pos-
sible partnerships, Espino-
sa declined comment, say-
ing he needed more time.

Nissan’s chief
executive steps down

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Insider with Mexico
experience gets
tapped for position

Uchida: “I am
confident that
Nissan will
definitely make
a comeback.”
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The Tribune-Review publishes only
those real estate transactions
valued at $125,000 or more. Real
Estate Transactions provided by
RealSTATS, 1911 E. Carson St.,
Pittsburgh, PA 15203; 412-381-
3880.

ALLEGHENY
COUNTY
PITTSBURGH
4TH WARD
•Estate of Soon Ja Hong to Guo
Wang I LLC at 320 Atwood St. for
$629,000.
6TH WARD
•Jane Solomon to Elisabeth
Sulmont at 3214 Dobson St. for
$469,000.
7TH WARD
•Rebecca Peluso to Kimberly
Rapso at Unknown Address for
$280,000.
•Richard Ulsh to Jingtong Yang at
4707 Bayard Road for $730,000.
8TH WARD
•Thomas Eldredge Critchfield
to Jesse Gordon and Winfred
Taylor Frazier at 455 Pearl St. for
$352,090.
•Lisa Persichetti trustee to David
Rohrich at 424 S Winebiddle St.
for $155,000.
9TH WARD
•Christine Rauscher to Westin
Bentz and Wenxue Yi at 360 42nd
St. for $410,000.
•Christopher Geihsler to Samuel
Leverich at 4933 Hatfield St. for
$565,500.
10TH WARD
•Pittsburgh SFR Portfolio 3E LLC
to Life Reilly Properties LLC at
5118 Butler St. for $385,000.
•Charles Christie to Tyler Dean
Wilson at 5259 Carnegie St. for
$505,000.
•Custom Lux Homes LLC to
Alexander Gregory and Jessica
Fay Roegiers at 1715 Morningside
Ave. for $370,000.
•Charles Lukehart to Michael Diaz
and Nino Testa at 1382 Woodbine
St. for $309,000.
11TH WARD
•Domenic Costa to Alejandro
Lince and Stephanie Broff at 5563
Hampton St. for $1,200,000.
•Kimberly Musial to ZKH Rentals
LLC at 5491 Penn Ave. Unit B101
for $300,000.
•Pittsburgh Urb Leadership
Service Experi to Noah Bate and
Seana Brown at 5615 Stanton
Ave. for $300,000.
15TH WARD
•Rocco Oliver Palmieri to Good
Neighbor Properties LLC at 4302
Bristol St. for $220,000.
17TH WARD
•Bear & Beetle Properties LLC to
R & Z Enterprise Inc. at 1221 E
Carson St. for $485,000.
•Kevin Michael O’Laughlin to
Nathan Humphreys Lucas at 96
Pius St. for $200,000.
19TH WARD
•Matthew Cooper to Sally
Steranko at 1010 Fordham Ave.
for $175,000.
•Daniel Arthur Shanahan to
Nathan Tunell at 630 Linda Drive
for $254,000.
•Charles Oneill Jr. to Robert
Jamison Hillard III and Alison
Mary Hillard at 1621 Princess Ave.
for $135,125.
•Estate of Mary Wallace to
542 Brookline Blvd L.P. at 2520
Wedgemere St. for $130,000.
20TH WARD
•Sharon Glass to Jake Carson
Dabkowski and Maggie Rose
English at 2734 Louisiana Ave. for
$235,000.
•Craig Mahouski to Mitchell
King and Ally Lounder at 2367
Perricrest Drive for $260,000.
23RD WARD
•Christopher McDevitt to Stephen
Parker and Becky Hwang at 428
Lockhart St. for $309,000.
26TH WARD
•David Dale Decking to Jesse
White at 3912 Franklin Road for
$165,000.
•Sreysor Rose Sam to Dawn
Mondock at 4160 Perrysville Ave.
for $162,500.
27TH WARD
•Thomas Donaldson to Kasey
Deriggi and Desirae Madison at
3941 Brandon Road for $250,000.
•Sherry Clarke to Joseph and
Ashley Moen at 908 Davis Ave. for
$210,000.
•Banyan Tree Holdings LLC to
Alexis Avila at 1032 Grand Ave.
for $222,000.
•Olorun LLC to Where To Turn
Invests LLC at 3184 McClure Ave.
for $130,000.
29TH WARD
•Alan Gennari to David Lampe and
Zeyu Su at 1140 Brownsville Road
for $222,500.
•Robert Rostek to Dylan McElrath
at 131 E Woodford Ave. for
$140,000.
•Matthew Young to Antonio
Rojas Arenas and Luz Maria Rojas
Salvador at 146 Parkfield St. for
$127,000.
30TH WARD
•Todd Lesesne to Bobbe Peterson
at 224 Mckinley St. for $165,200.
31ST WARD
•Anthony Teti to Ghufran Alaggar
at 826 Beechland St. for $145,000.
32ND WARD
•Estate of Frank Battista to LI
Brothers LLC at 1537 Reamer St.

for $160,000.
BALDWIN BOROUGH
•Jason Scheer to Carl and Megan
Bennett at 682 Elaine Drive for
$235,000.
•Arthur Ott to Gerald Feaser III
and Jenna Leber at 3291 Elma
Drive for $226,000.
•Estate of Ronald Reid to Suraj
Thapa and Anisha Karki at 4839
Elmwood Drive for $327,000.
BALDWIN TOWNSHIP
•Estate of Karen Eamigh to
Industrial Marketing Solutions
LLC at 561 Crestline Drive for
$150,501.
BELL ACRES
•Olivier Patrick Henrichot to
Juergen Kloo and Samantha
Stanzione at 198 Camp Meeting
Road Ext. for $1,392,500.
BELLEVUE
•Yanoga LLC to Scott Gabriel at
124 N Balph Ave. for $230,000.
BETHEL PARK
•William Young to William and
Alyssa Fife at 2651 Bethel Crest
Drive for $369,000.
•Estate of Ralph Graeser to
Gregory and Carrie Gault at 6000
Irishtown Road for $290,000.
•Nathan Andrew Wright to
Nathan Brady and Mackenzie Neis
at 134 Meadowbrook Drive for
$285,000.
•Michael Wash to Leonard and
Kimberly Kapriyelov at 5348 Park
Ave. for $338,900.
•Estate of Henry Zane Kirk to
Beth Ann Sapienza at 2767 W
Munroe St. for $273,000.
BRENTWOOD
•Harry Powell to Troy Spindler
and Victoria Spindler Fox at 148 E
Francis Ave. for $214,900.
•Kelly Deveny to Sarah Byerly at
233 E Garden Road for $125,200.
•Kevin Patrick Campbell to
Soleman Alabd Allah and Kheloud
Almaaeouf at 63 Pointview Road
for $139,900.
BRIDGEVILLE
•AASMIN LLC to Robert and
Donna Esswein at 802 Mill St. for
$222,000.
CARNEGIE
•David McMullen to Elisa Waite
and Alexis Szablewski at 416
Second Ave. for $189,900.
•Estate of Katherine Veronica
Janocha to Cecilia Potts at 658
Liberty St. for $155,000.
COLLIER
•John Hart Jr. to Mary Conwell
at 3061 Annandale Drive for
$591,250.
CORAOPOLIS
•Kiwi Properties LLC to Uselton
Enterprises LLC at 1402 Fourth
Ave. for $470,000.
•Erich Schmidt to Ohmi Real
Estate Holding LLC at 618 Ferree
St. for $133,000.
•Eugene Batdorf to Richard and
Stacey Chervon at 1804 Ridge Ave.
for $168,000.
CRAFTON
•Holdbox LLC to Staywalt
Properties LLC at 1738 Barr Ave.
for $161,000.
•James Kaczorowski to Home
Buying Solutions Inc. at 12
Lawson Ave. for $145,000.
•Christan Damian to Toni Duncan
at 4 W Steuben St. for $170,000.
CRESCENT
•Brandon Holub to Brandon and
Jacob Kail at 494 Crescent Blvd.
Ext. for $227,000.
DORMONT
•Estate of Charles Caruso to
Patrick Winniewicz at 1328 Illinois
Ave. for $125,000.
•Cooper Runstein to Kevin and
Madeline Bell at 3241 Piedmont
Ave. for $175,000.
EAST DEER
•John Pfeiffer to Susan Shade
at 125 Cambria Hill Drive for
$217,500.
ELIZABETH TOWNSHIP
•Dawn Marie Diehl to John
Douglass and Tamara Jacobs
at 1211 Bunker Hill Road for
$200,000.
•Ryan Dunmire to Walter Ray
Baer Jr. at 218 Mclay Drive for
$243,000.
•Christine Burns Robinson to
Ryan Lancaster and Brandi Lee
Diesso at 109 Oberdick Drive for
$240,000.
•Estate of Herbert Howell to
Mary Oeler at 571 Simpson Howell
Road for $140,000.
FINDLAY
•NVR Inc. to Swaroop Milind
Rangaishenvi at 13 Dana Drive for
$444,770.
•Richard Rhodes to Brian Kim at
253 Ferguson Road for $271,253.
•Caitlin Talotta to Chad Robert
Talotta at 113 Holy Cross Drive for
$504,370.
•Horton DR Inc. NJ to Christopher
Donald Lang and Amanda Leigh
Schiff at 118 Holy Cross Drive for
$439,990.
•Christopher Lang to Corey Lyons
and Ashley Sherman at 121
Kearns St. for $310,000.
FOX CHAPEL
•Kyle Lynch to Matthew Samuel
Sack and Erin Kathleen Rose at
618 Berkshire Drive for $849,000.
•Marc Rice to Devin Halleran and
Leena Youssefian at 208 Fairview
Road for $1,300,000.
FRANKLIN PARK
• Imran Paniwala to Sarat
Chandran Sarngadharan and
Divyasree Devarajan at 2821
DePaul Ct for $690,000.

•Akhil Sharma to David James
and Laura Susan Bednar at 1702
Sturbridge Drive for $950,000.
GLASSPORT
•Josh Saunders to Donald John
Argyle III at 942 Elm St. for
$170,000.
•Melaney Miljus to Thomas
Scarbro and Gabriella Cantos at
119 Ohio Ave. for $155,000.
HAMPTON
•Windmont Farms LLC to
Maronda Homes LLC at 2730
Marra Drive for $250,000.
•Richard Lichtenfels to Carmin
and Courtney Leone at 3233
McAlister Farm Ln for $1,350,000.
HARRISON
•Harrison Twp Water Auth to
Integrity Alignment LLC at 1705
Freeport Road for $165,000.
INDIANA
•Megan Garrison to David Floyd
Haddock and Abigail Zerby Reed at
5013 Lenape Ct for $509,000.
•Twin Oaks Develop LLC to
Maronda Homes LLC at 3326
Lenox Drive for $151,818.
•Estate of Charles Fritzges to
Robert and Deborah Boden at 2120
Middle Road for $352,000.
INGRAM
•Mark Ludman to Emily Janicki at
38 Stowe St. for $215,000.
KENNEDY
•NVR Inc. to Brian Yoonsuk Pak
and Linda Vang at 120 Crown St.
for $364,990.
•George Paul Plutto to Andrew
Heller at 1051 Fiddleback Drive for
$179,000.
MARSHALL
•Markman Development LLC to
NVR Inc. at Kiley Ln for $192,867.
•NVR Inc. to Luis Patrick Soria
Aguilar and Tatiana Edith Aivla
Tunon at 4063 Kiley Ln for
$777,407.
•Markman Development LLC
to NVR Inc. at 4067 Kiley Ln for
$192,876.
•Divyasree Devarajan to
Mohammad Ali and Tazeen Jamal
at 352 Marshall Heights Drive for
$398,000.
MCCANDLESS
•Benjamin David McConnell to
Allison Briley at 997 Balmoral
Drive for $401,000.
•Frederick Potthoff to Bradford
William Hess and Susan Urish
at 108 Breckenridge Drive for
$1,275,000.
•Quinlan Charles McLaughlin to
Lucas and Olivia Dubyak at 9457
Meadow Road for $320,000.
•Patrick Tobin to Jordan Schwartz
at 1803 Sample Road for
$279,000.
MCKEES ROCKS
•Robert Kuhn to Hartlife LLC at
1020 Second St. for $390,625.
MCKEESPORT
•Joseph Mulac to Bryan Donald
and Michele Easter at 126
Hershey Drive for $160,000.
MILLVALE
•Three Rivers Realty Inc. to
Shannon Morgan Roche at 1122
North Ave. for $213,500.
•Houston Hunt to Atikara Inc. at
208 Shoup St. for $275,000.
MONROEVILLE
•Yvonne Morrison to Joseph
Vincent Jabeir and Christina Anne
Lauver at 1372 Hillsdale Drive for
$299,000.
•Cupola Homes 27 LLC to Samah
Alhajia at 1165 La Salle Road for
$207,500.
•Jason Josephic to Community
Living & Support Services Inc. at
2278 Tilbrook Road for $137,000.
MOON
•Brodhead Investors Group LLC
to Kyle and Christina Cardwell at
Brodhead Road for $140,000.
•Joseph Kunz to Brian Finnegan
at 124 Forest Green Drive for
$150,000.
•Cimarron Phase Four Develop
LLC to Maronda Homes LLC at 113
Mesa Drive for $224,000.
•Estate of Leonardo Carlos to
Bhima and Krishna Pokhrel at 198
Rivercrest Drive for $380,000.
•Robert Summerville to
Abdurrahim and Emine Altunal at
244 Shafer Road for $310,000.
•John Conner II to Adam and
Sydney Gilbert at 222 Winridge
Drive for $311,000.
MT. LEBANON
•M. Kelly Pipich to Jonathan and
Lia Fodi at 832 Elm Spring Road
for $747,000.
•William Herman Trust to AAAZ
LLC at 32 Fernwood Ave. for
$130,000 by sheriff’s deed.
•Scottsdale REI LLC to LHome
Mtg Trust 2021 RT L2 at 22 Glen
Ridge Ln for $500,000 by sheriff’s
deed.
•Gloria Lucini to Alexis
McCormick at 813 Kewanna Ave.
for $260,000.
MT. OLIVER
•102 Pitt Properties LLC to Hector
David Perez Contreras and Abby
Jo Perez at 257 Church Ave. for
$173,000.
MUNHALL
•Estate of Robert Henn to
Martina Getty at 215 Gates Drive
for $185,000.
NEVILLE
•Neville Island Real Estate LLC
to Neville Gardens LLC at 6900
Riverside Pl Bldg 36 for $185,000.
NORTH FAYETTE
•Blackstone Pittsburgh L.P. to
NVR Inc. at 2133 Dana Drive for
$239,500.

NORTH VERSAILLES
•Pat D’Abruzzo to Jenrola
Adewole at 1206-1208 Center Ave.
for $226,500.
•18 North Holdings LLC to
Wojtowicz LLC at 902 Lincoln
Highway for $265,000.
O’HARA
•Adele Torockio to Michael John
and Rebecca Moran at 130 Alleyne
Drive for $750,000.
•Donald Moser to Michael Snyder
at 199 Farmington Road for
$725,000.
•Janet Hirshberg to Paul Kennedy
at 302 Fox Chapel Road Apt 302
for $360,000.
OAKMONT
•Jill Dietrich to Matthew Theys
and Amanda Horst at 502
Woodland Ave. for $295,000.
PENN HILLS
•Jessica Tondt to Lisa Orr at 1015
Barger St. for $140,500.
•Brandon Siringer to James and
Carolyn Pendergast at 624 Idaho
Ave. for $216,500.
PINE
•Peter Rooke to Nicholas James
Holland and Erin Claire Smith
at 211 E Wild Cherry Drive for
$914,672.
•Matthew Minard to Stephen
Miller at 4105 Spruce Road for
$560,000.
•HPA Borrower 2016-2 LLC
to Maxwell Malone and Erin
Kander at 4000 W Grove Way for
$650,000.
PLEASANT HILLS
•Joseph Persichetti to Tyler
Karman and Hannah Fechtel at
131 Sunrise Drive for $245,000.
PLUM
•Lance Dennis to Cynthia Stratiff
trustee at 280 Francis Road for
$410,000.
•Jeffrey Currie to Patalsky Homes
Inc. at 339 Old Leechburg Road for
$130,000.
•Ronald Riling to Adam Koontz
at 104 Valley Fields Drive for
$474,500.
•Maronda Homes LLC to Gayatri
Pappu and Venkata Vijaya Krishna
Vepakomma at 236 Victoria Drive
for $664,315.
•Chad David Strieter to Henry
and Marissa Denham at 9234
Wedgewood Drive for $297,927.
RESERVE
•David Imhof to EK 2328 MTPA
LLC at 2328 Mt. Troy Road for
$215,000.
RICHLAND
•Nextier Inc. to North Dists
Community Credit Union at 101
Northtown Sq for $1,700,000.
ROBINSON
•Michael Zivic to Sean and Lauren
Galletta at 551 Burkes Drive for
$603,000.
•NVR Inc. to Dominic and Mary
Mineo at 106 Olga Ave. for
$532,095.
•NVR Inc. to Donald and Carol
Sarandria at 153 Olga Ave. for
$511,230.
•Patsy Esposito to MAASMA
LLC at 5536 Steubenville Pike for
$545,000.
•Bastian Vandeloo to Richard
Kosmar and Norma Broyhill
at 5088 W Harbison Road for
$386,000.
ROSS
•Kelly Tatton to Victoria Gray at
722 Jefferson Drive for $335,000.
•Selma Voljevica to Alexander
Roessler at 161 Rossmor Ct for
$220,000.
•Kathleen Montefiori to Adam
Marshall at 131 Spruce Ct for
$242,252.
•Ryan Kozup to Robecca Joy
Smith at 2001 Thornberry Drive
for $150,000.
SCOTT
•Kayla Queer to Lucas Brand at
511 Center St. for $180,000.
•John Sullivan to James and
Elaine Nellas at 106 Green
Commons Drive for $500,000.
•Virginia Stockhausen to Frank
Caruso at 2120 Greentree Road
Apt 506W for $176,000.
•Joseph Sherman to Matthew
Jockers and Samantha Coulter at
384 Pierina Drive for $250,000.
•Naresh Dewan to Apple Spider
LLC at 2275 Swallow Hill Road
Unit 3 for $250,000.
•Natalie Ceyrolles to Gregory
Joseph and Audrey Ellen Fisher
at 1718 Worcester Drive for
$255,000.
SHALER
•Michael Puharic to Carol
Minderhout at 128 E Undercliff St.
for $400,000.
•David Wilson to Jessica Erin
Brilhart and Samantha Westen at
107 Hartle Road for $255,000.
•Philip Gibson to Francis and
Jacob Deberry at 15 Scobbo Drive
for $365,500.
SOUTH FAYETTE
•Jeremy Berty to Marlex
Properties LLC at 4132 Battle
Ridge Road for $175,000 by
sheriff’s deed.
•Horton DR Inc. NJ to Nitin
Bhanot and Raktima Goswami at
1410 Commons Ln for $374,990.
•Horton DR Inc. NJ to
NagaSatyaPrabhakar Kota and
LakshmiDivya Kamala at 1235
Newbury Highland for $419,995.
•Bhane Narne to Aijaz and Jenifar
Khan at 6341 Oyrster Bay Ct for
$285,000.
•Brandon Apodaca to Eric Cadman
at 3065 Preston Way for $575,000.

•HPA US1 LLC to Sheikh
Moniruzzaman Moni and Roksana
Mahmud at 1345 Sandstone Drive
for $555,000.
•Brayden Cyphert to Genna
Luster at 6283 Springhouse Pl for
$215,000.
•Brent Fosdick to Komathi
Kanagasan and Arunkumar
Krishnan at 2003 Sterling Drive
for $533,000.
•Michael Black to Matthew
Redmond at 5608 Sunridge Drive
for $467,500.
•Patricia Swinney to Katey
Mitchell at 175 W Russetts Cir for
$210,000.
SOUTH PARK
•David Hall to Roberta Steed
at 6382 Crestview Drive for
$170,000.
•Anshu Yemala to Sumac Tree LLC
at 1240 Snee Drive for $400,000
by sheriff’s deed.
STOWE
•Estate of Joseph Gielata to
David James Rudison at 138
William Cir for $187,000.
TARENTUM
•Bollinger REI LLC to Michel and
Heather Sauret at 539 E Eighth
Ave. for $128,000.
WEST DEER
•NVR Inc. to Gerard Paul and
Mary Findlay at 530 Dana Drive
for $423,060.
•NVR Inc. to Alec McElhinny at
413 Dogwood Ct for $394,710.
•Northwest Land LLC to NVR Inc.
at 429 Dogwood Ct for $164,439.
•William Cloyed Long to Austin
Duddy at 174 Millerstown
Culmerville Road for $170,000.
•Kenneth Goral trustee to
Jonathan Schwab and Melanie
Witzberger at 4814 Woodlake
Drive for $385,000.
WEST HOMESTEAD
•Travis Maloney to Joseph
Leonello at 1206 Vivjon Drive for
$174,500.
WHITEHALL
•Thomas Trebon to Carlos Cintron
and Joseph Hladiuk at 5124 Caste
Drive for $269,900.
•Daniel Kail Jr. to Eleanor
Scasserra and Laura Wilding at
551 Glowood Drive for $285,000.
WILKINSBURG
•Scott Berkey to Alain and
Kazanda Tamonoche at 713 Penn
Ave. for $160,000.

BUTLER COUNTY
ADAMS
•Robin Peterson to Alexander and
Leah Kampo at 701 Bush Drive for
$359,000.
•Meredith McWilliams to Mark
and Kimberly Graham at 102
Northglen Ct for $340,000.
•DR Horton Inc. to Tara Younes
and Antoine Barakat at 317
Stately Ct for $569,990.
•Far View Farms Development LLC
to NVR Inc. at Tremont Drive for
$139,150.
•Far View Farms Development
LLC to Maronda Homes LLC at
Whistler Way for $141,000.
•Far View Farms Development
LLC to Maronda Homes LLC at
Whistler Way for $141,000.
BUTLER
•Stacie Clark to Blake and Jessica
Morrissette Piper at 233 E Christie
Ave. for $288,000.
BUTLER TOWNSHIP
•Kathleen Cyphert to Cory and
Jennifer Hemminger at 149 David
Drive for $125,000.
•Shannon Mullner trustee to
Jesse Andrew and Alison Rae
Cammisa Bach at 114 Garden
Grove Drive for $222,500.
•Helen Daller to Aubrie Cavaliero
and Ethan Daller at 128 Highfield
Road for $220,000.
•Harlie Richards to Patrick and
Christine Scheer at 120 Jerome
Drive for $360,000.
•Elizabeth Lemay to Frederick
George Seibel IV at 226 Pinewood
Drive for $180,000.
CLAY
•Kelsey Claire Ripley to Grace
Strobel and Troy Arlof at 869
Halston Road for $195,000.
CONNOQUENESSING BOROUGH
•Tracey Johnson Brookins to
Kathryn Stephan and Matthew
Ledbetter at 121 Hidden Springs
Drive for $435,990.
•DR Horton Inc. to Bryan James
and Elisabeth Lou Reppermund
at 170 Shelton Place Drive for
$414,990.
CRANBERRY
•Ashlyn Mitchell to Emily Brak at
640 Amarth Ln for $365,000.
•Jenna Yardis to Barbara Yardis at
503 Edinboro Ct for $270,000.
•Daron Pfab to Wells Fargo Bank
NA at 3705 Graham School Road
for $199,750 by sheriff’s deed.
•Joan Marie Perone to Mary
Briercheck at 284 Jefferson Ln for
$577,000.
•Estate of Chester Hart to
Evan and Megan Anzio at 321
Steeplechase Drive for $590,000.
•Amanda Hayden Cavaliero
to Jayaraman Hariharan and
Deepalakshmi Mohan at 26 Sunset
Ct for $348,000.
FORWARD
•Dawn Lynn Teklinsky to Zachary
and Amanda Cavaliero at 124
Kruger Cir for $513,000.
JACKSON
•DR Horton Inc. to Jessica Lynn
Cousins and Jose Antonio Arroyo
Monroy at 115 Scotland Ln for

$339,990.
LANCASTER
•NVR Inc. to Stephen Paul
and Patricia Mary Rohm at
611 Coughton Cross Drive for
$479,030.
•Kathleen Marie Osterrieder to
Raymond and Karen Francis at
615 Coughton Cross Drive for
$541,900.
•NVR Inc. to Nancy Ann Mathias
at 616 Coughton Cross Drive for
$432,970.
MARION
•Brenda Ebrahim to Ian and
Susan Harris at 176 Kay Road for
$350,000.
MIDDLESEX
•Caroline Hahn to Robert Fullmer
III and Brandy Fullmer at 270
Logan Road for $225,000.
•Estate of Anthony Schultz
to Lorraine Papich at 4038
Nightingale Drive for $430,450.
SEVEN FIELDS
• Infinity Custom Homes L.P. to
Jennifer Eyerman and Edward
Malinowski at 144 Enclave Drive
for $726,918.
SUMMIT
•Gay Hawkey to Dylan and Megan
Mackrell at 453 Bonniebrook Road
for $250,000.
WINFIELD
•Nancy Nadzadi to Keystone
Mineral Group LLC at Bicker Road
for $180,000.
•Donna Bocchi to Paige Abigail
Henry and Lucas Stone at 607
Winfield Road for $230,000.
ZELIENOPLE
•Glade Run Properties LLC to NVR
Inc. at Ironwood St. for $260,156.

WASHINGTON
COUNTY
BENTLEYVILLE
•William Brad Hosack to Brandon
Pierrard at 109 Penn Ave. for
$179,900.
BUFFALO
•Kelly Newman to Amore Casa
LLC at 610 Pleasant Valley Road
for $139,200.
BURGETTSTOWN
•Kucic & Orso Rental Property LLC
to ACP LLC at 1308 Main St. for
$235,000.
•Marcie Orso to Wes Leopold
Enterprises LLC at 1320 Main St.
for $192,000.
•Lawrence Robinson to Luke and
Feliciti Revay at 417 W Pittsburgh
St. for $185,000.
CALIFORNIA
•Betty Ann Copenhaver to Tiffany
Leigh Drake at 11 Pennsylvania
Ave. for $228,000.
CANONSBURG
•MoPak Properties LLC to Donald
Blaine and Kaitlyn Arianne
Coffman at 1000 Fourth St. for
$333,000.
•Secured Oilfield Services LLC
to Alexander Ronald and Emily
Wilson at 167 Oak Spring Road for
$195,000.
•Herbert Neu Jr. to Jennifer
Nicole Ford at 650 Woodland Drive
for $245,000.
CANTON
•Matthew Roberts trustee to
EKMA Land LLC at 218 Cortez
Drive for $135,000.
•Kenneth Clark to Kevin and
Swusan Deem at 28 Dogwood
Drive for $265,000.
•Estate of Ethan Daniel Aitken to
Everett McDonough at 343 Malone
Ridge Road for $153,000.
•Carie Willard to James Allen
Krivanek Jr. and Krisann Kelley
Krivanek at 25 Veltri Drive for
$225,000.
•Louis Marriner to Billie Joe
McMullen at 70 Veltri Drive for
$297,000.
•Brett Zofchak to Scott and Sara
Morgan at 804 W Wylie Ave. for
$125,000.
CARROLL
•Kristin L Koontz Dongilli to Marc
Berry and Amy Dilatush at 26
Craven Drive for $306,000.
CECIL
•Steve Dibert to Jaclynn Kuchta
at 1025 Breezewood Drive for
$787,500.
•Michael Rasley to Richard and
Jan Hanzlik at 15 Crestwood Drive
for $417,500.
•John Steigerwald to JANA
Properties LLC at 119 Fairway
Landings Drive for $275,000.
•John Tkach to Nicholas and Cara
Thomas at 27 Farmcrest Drive for
$385,000.
•TOA Cecil LLC to John and Lynne
Fedorka at 450 Independence Way
for $690,815.
•Patricia Ballard to Jimmy
and Amanda Peraffan at 1031
Oakbrooke Drive for $525,000.
•Wendy Joy Czap to Jamie
Letender at 1109 Old Farm Road
for $215,000.
•PGH Investors Group LLC to
Zachery Kehren at 36 Wilson Ave.
for $128,900.
•300 Woodcliff LLC to K & L
Ventures LLC at 300 Woodcliff
Drive for $3,250,000.
CHARTIERS
•Zero Holdings LLC to Thomas
Cucco at 367 Cloverdale Ave. for
$175,000.
•DR Horton Inc. NJ to Craig
Richard and Laura Hall Blanock at
218 Hanover Ln for $309,990.
•MoPak Properties LLC to Mario
and Barbara Romano at 460 N
Main St. for $151,000.
•Scarmazzi Belmont LLC to

William Severns Jr. and Colette
Severns at 2008 Sabino Drive for
$650,760.
•Scarmazzi Belmont LLC to
Carolyn Lewis trustee at 2009
Sabino Drive for $687,820.
DONEGAL
•Kathryn Dutton to Irvin Mark
and Laura Sibert at 11 Alexander
Ave. for $130,000.
•Estate of Anson Walter Glavach
to Michael Cleveland Lilley Jr. and
Dakota Franklin Lilley at 89-115
Shaler Road for $185,000.
EAST FINLEY
•WBG Group LLC to William and
Lynne Cochran at Templeton Run
Road for $275,000.
HANOVER
•Tongo Consulting LLC to Nicholas
Barson IV and Samantha Barson
at 137 Perkins Ln for $605,000.
MONONGAHELA
•Barbara Gigliotti trustee to Paul
Snyder and Laurie MacBeth at 727
Stockdale Ave. for $250,000.
MT. PLEASANT
•Eddy Homes Inc. to Kevin and
Briana Kisow at 1046 Lakeside
Drive for $571,023.
NORTH FRANKLIN
•Frances M Sobolewski Starek to
Garrett Orr at 1023 Overlook Drive
for $196,000.
•John AJ Tripoli to Community
Options Inc. at 895 Williams St.
for $296,000.
NORTH STRABANE
•Jennifer Nicole Ford to Beau
Baldwin at 212 Brae Glen Drive for
$263,000.
•Troy Zdrale to Abigail Vernon at
595 Chesnic Ave. for $306,500.
•NVR Inc. to Jaclyn Diana Lashley
at 702 Greenwood Drive for
$322,445.
•NVR Inc. to Saumil
Rameshchandra and Mayana
Saumil Shah at 801 Greenwood
Drive for $419,235.
•Julianna Marie Lyle trustee to
Mary Doyle at 335 Hunting Creek
Road for $195,000.
•Robert Janusey trustee to EBY
Distribution L.P. at 164 Linnwood
Road for $1,600,000.
•Thomas Weaver Jr. to Andrew
and Christina Weaver at 104 S
Spring Valley Road for $150,000.
•NVR Inc. to Benjamin John
Scherz and Nicole Marie Mirguet
at 108 Scenic Drive for $375,765.
•Justin Ross to Parag and Rachna
Goyal at 306 Spruce Ln for
$520,000.
•Jonathan Niemiec to Joseph
Malone and Kiley Bradbury at 506
W McMurray Road for $339,000.
•Loraine Patrene to Cory and
Natalie Bak at 209 William Drive
for $555,000.
NOTTINGHAM
•Anthony Porfeli to Roman James
and Cheryl Lynn Williams at 117
W Chevalier Ct for $440,000.
PETERS
•Estate of Martha Louise Hannah
to Kimbel and Donna Clackson
at 557 Center Church Road for
$1,200,000.
•Maronda Homes LLC to Rustic
Red Barn LLC at 300 Darcy Ct for
$569,990.
•John Fedorka III to James Ickes
Jr. and Joyce Ickes at 114 Mallard
Ln for $693,313.
•Robert Macosko to Justin and
Jessica Ross at 617 Scenic Ridge
Drive for $721,000.
•WSL Peters Property Owner LLC
to 415 Valley Brook Road PropCo
LLC at 441 Valley Brook Road for
$23,333,989.
SMITH
•Mike Tasz to Robert Chalmer
Coleman II at 130 Highland Ave.
for $279,000.
SOUTH FRANKLIN
•NVR Inc. to William Kovach
Jr. and Patricia Kovach at 145
Horseshoe Loop for $404,305.
SOUTH STRABANE
•Estate of Constance Pauline
Frazier to Amanda Taylor Shoaf at
20 Floral Hill Drive for $315,000.
•Stephen Krause to Jared Prince
and Danielle Kostelac at 124 John
St. for $322,500.
UNION
•Scarmazzi Highland LLC to
David and Karen Neumeyer at 138
Village Ln for $459,770.
WASHINGTON
•Zero Holdings LLC to Michael
Alexander Machiko and Camaren
Nivole Brownlee at 350 Second St.
for $165,000.
•Joseph Pintopla to LU Real
Estate LLC at 180 Brownson Ave.
for $165,000.
•Joseph Bunter to Matthew and
Aidan Fritts at 830 Duncan Ave.
for $174,000.
WEST BETHLEHEM
•Gregory Dixon to Lucas and
Shane Gray at 173 Adamson Road
for $245,000.
WEST PIKE RUN
•Karissa Kelley to Jaida Wright at
415 Pike Run Drive for $159,000.

WESTMORELAND
COUNTY
ALLEGHENY
•Rhonda Wilson trustee to Susan
Kelley and Raymond Battistel at
449 Finnin Road for $440,000.
GREENSBURG
•Philip Dahar trustee to RACTGC
LLC at 125 N Main St. for
$540,000.
HEMPFIELD
•Valley Green Westmoreland LLC

to Anthony Emili at Dog Leg Drive
for $140,000.
•Kimberly McClone to Kimberly
McClone and Jacob Tady at 202
Junior High Drive for $150,500.
•Edith Jagger to Sara Shirley at
58 Mohawk Drive for $260,000.
IRWIN
•Jody Schmitt to Robert and
Joelle Prosser at 1920 Highland
Ave. for $315,000.
•Painter Property Development
LLC to Branden Reese Crosby at
731 Pine St. for $204,000.
JEANNETTE
•Brenda Glasgow to Allen and
Tracey Hoffer at 707 Gaskill Ave.
for $175,000.
•Susan Kelley to Joshua Cheplick
at 415 Welker Ave. for $133,000.
LIGONIER
•Carole Paterson to Lindsay
Beitzel and Paul Murphy at 320 N
Fairfield St. for $260,000.
LIGONIER TOWNSHIP
•Estate of Dan Sandman to Rose’s
Valley View LLC at 409 Freeman
Road for $3,825,000.
LOWER BURRELL
•Power Equity Partners LLC to
All The Above Realty LLC at 320
Donnell Road for $130,000.
•Estate of Howard Kennedy
Bush to Valerie Ann Dixon and
Christopher Conlon at 2733
Hastings Ave. for $242,000.
•Lori Christie to Cailey Flemm
and Zachary Pisano at 3421 Holly
Drive for $390,000.
•Ann Jones to Kenneth Virostek
Jr. and Amy Virostek at 48 Indian
Fields Trl for $508,000.
•Mae Calhoun to Marissa Miller
at 216 Reed St. for $271,000.
MONESSEN
•Debra Frantz to Bart’s Service
Center Enterprise LLC at 1600
Grand Blvd. for $135,000.
MURRYSVILLE
•Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency to Michael Arndt and
Adam Michael Galmoff at 118
Buena Vista Drive for $125,000.
•Breanna Nicole Novosel to Jamie
Gribschaw at 219 Rainprint Ln
Unit 219 for $250,000.
•Yvonne Moore to Sandeep Kumar
and Aarti Taak at 6928 Spring
Valley Ln for $207,000.
NEW KENSINGTON
•Westmoreland Human
Opportunities Inc. to Taylor Briana
Lucas and Dorothy Walker at 615
Freeport Road for $170,500.
NEW STANTON
•Wayne Callen trustee to Alexis
Morgan Baney at South Center
Ave. for $227,500.
NORTH BELLE VERNON
•Kathleen Mendola to Tori Szedon
at 828 Speer St. for $139,500.
NORTH HUNTINGDON
•Tracey Hoffer to Caitlin Anne
Conley and Devin Adams at 2072
Haflinger Drive for $442,500.
•Michelle Herold to Stephen and
Taylor Tucci at 1828 Ivanhoe Drive
for $250,000.
•Estate of Shirley Yohman to
Kaitlyn Piel and Jakob Radovic
at 12370 Longview Drive for
$328,900.
•Ana Karen Romero Montero to
Jeffrey Lash at 14178 Roberta
Drive for $235,000.
•Dolores Johnston to Shannon
Nicole Curry and Nash Youngbauer
at 13551 St. Clair Drive for
$185,000.
PENN TOWNSHIP
•Bethany Keibler to Robert and
Ruth Hanson at 1004 Black Sands
Drive for $590,000.
•NVR Inc. to Frank Thomas and
Frances Ann Gallo at 1027 Black
Sands Drive for $545,375.
•NVR Inc. to Veronica Lucia Matto
and Eric Alan Bradley at 1032
Black Sands Drive for $690,945.
•Karen Hanks to John and Dianne
Detwiler at 21 Deerfield Drive for
$405,000.
•BHMGU Wellington LLC to NVR
Inc. at Wellington Ct for $254,600.
•NVR Inc. to Kenneth Lee and
Nancy Elaine Campbell at 7003
Wellington Ct for $437,725.
ROSTRAVER
•RWS Land Co. Inc. to Fred and
Susan Jordan at 116 Salem Road
for $425,000.
SEWICKLEY
•Patricia DePaolis to Luke and
Megan Bench at 129 Keck Ln for
$180,000.
SOUTHWEST GREENSBURG
•Hannah Shepherd to Hanna
Detwiler and Cole Yocca at 314
Stanton St. for $210,000.
TRAFFORD
•Estate of Virginia Lee Sprowls
to Cody and Christina Ray at 187 E
Gilmore Ave. for $160,000.
UNITY
•Sam Panucci to Meghan Horrell
at 1007 Alpen Strasse Drive for
$169,900.
•Claire Smeltzer to Mary Lu
Summa at 3008 Harcourt Drive for
$275,000.
•Tonya Hochard to Nicholas
Joseph and Angela Vaslavsky at
Sawmill Road for $450,000.
•Wendy Kay Watson to Barry and
Alice Brasili at 1157 Sunset Drive
for $287,000.
•Lindsey Kikel Rev trustee to
Douglas Ryan and Claire Smeltzer
at 234 Sussex Way for $370,000.
WASHINGTON
•Debra Kanner to Heather Miller
and John Gabler at 29 Donna Drive
for $490,000.

PROPERTY TRANSFERS

Explore solutions for your business!
Call 724.830.4940, email marketing@triblive.com

or visit MediaKit.TribLIVE.com.

“The consultants at the Trib are remarkable...

As we continue working with the Trib team, I learn

more about the dedication and hard work each and

every consultant devotes to their company, team

and most importantly, their clients.”
- Andrew Bell, Bella Construction
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724-686-8102 | www.thefountainsgroup.com | 317 Starlight Court, Latrobe
Located behind Quality Mold at 197 Arnold Palmer Drive near the Airport. Look for signs.

Your invited to seeYour invited to see

Open House ToursOpen House Tours
Latrobe’s Newest & Finest
Personal Care Community!

Discover personalized care for your loved one. Tour our facility and
meet with our dedicated staff to explore the exceptional amenities we
offer. See firsthand if we’re the perfect fit for your loved one’s needs and

lifestyle. We provide tailored personal services, including:
• Made-to-order breakfast

• Live entertainment 2-3 times a week
• Private laundry services

• Individual medical assessments
• Exceptional communication with families

Move-in Date: April 1st
Call today for more information or to reserve a room!

e...

WEOFFER...
Comprehensive medical care and support provided by our professionals.

Our caregivers offer medication management, post-hospitalization care,

assistance with dressing and showering, incontinence and mobility. We

will also help to coordinate doctor appointments & transportation.

On-Site Medical Services: Physical, Occupational & Speech Therapy,

Blood Draws, X-Rays & Podiatry

Speak with our staff about the amenities we offer and see if we may be a

good fit for you and your lifestyle!

adno=367281

22 Luxurious Private Suites. Our Suites Start at $6,995 amonth and that INCLUDES everything.
There are no separate care level charges. Additionally, we are

WAIVING the $4000 additional fee for April admissions!

Sunday, March 16 | 12PM - 4PM
Mon, March 17 - Fri, March 21 | 10AM - 4 PM

To schedule a private tour please call Marcy at 724-388-4621
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY FOR CONVENIENT HOME DELIVERY!

CALL NOW!

Advertise with us!
MediaKit.TribLIVE.com

724-226-7700 724-838-5124

WANT TO
ADVERTISE
WITH US?

Valley News Dispatch Westmoreland

Contact us today!

WE’RE HIRING
CAREGIVERS!
Get paid to provide at-home care for a
loved one, veteran, senior, or person
with disabilities, helping them live
independently.

No Experience Needed.
Flexible Hours.

724-652-5144724-652-5144

Bid
Notice

The Board of School Directors of
the Gateway School district is
requesting sealed bids until
1:30pm., prevail ing time,
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 at
the Administration Offices, 9000
Gateway Campus Blvd., Monro-
eville, PA 15146-3377 in the
areas of SUPPLIES: 1. PAPER.
Bid forms, instructions, and
specifications (as applicable)
may be obtained at the District’s
Administration Offices, by calling
the District’s Business Office at
412-373-5897, or by e-mailing
(preferred contact method) at
ncolberg@gatewayk12.org to
receive the documents in elec-
tronic format. Official Notice is
hereby given the bid opening at
1:30pm, prevail ing time,
Wednesday, March 26, 2025, is
a public meeting. The Board re-
serves the right to accept or to
reject any and/or all bids submit-
ted, and to select a single item
from any bid submitted to the
District. E.0.E

366348 (3/09,16/23/25)

Operations Manager Position
Unity Township Municipal Authority (UTMA) has an immediate opening for a
full-time Operations Manager.

UTMA is seeking an experienced manager with a minimum of 10 years of rel-
evant management background including supervision of union and non-union
personnel, scheduling, strong verbal and written communication skills, ability
to professionally interact with the UTMA Board, Professional Staff, Regula-
tory Personnel, Adjoining Municipal Managers and all other Personnel and
the public. The successful candidate must have experience with monthly NP-
DES reporting, PADEP Chapter 94 annual reporting, PADEP regulations and
PADEP Consent Orders. Work independently with limited supervision, expe-
rience with union negotiations, budgeting, health and liability insurance, long-
term planning, customer relations, existing infrastructure operation & mainte-
nance, new infrastructure projects and developer sanitary sewer extensions.
Valid driver’s license and a minimum of a Wastewater Certification Class C
and E with Subclass 1 is required. UTMA offers a competitive compensation
package including medical, life and retirement plan.

Applicant must have an associate or bachelor’s Degree, in Water Pollution
Technology, Engineering, Business Administration or closely related field. Em-
ployment may be contingent on submitting to and passing drug testing, a job-
related criminal background check and a job-related physical.

The deadline for submitting resume March 19, 2025 or until position is filled.
No phone calls will be accepted. Send a cover letter and resume with refer-
ences to:

Unity Township Municipal Authority
Attn: Doug Pike
PO Box 506

Pleasant Unity, PA 15676

FULL TIME
DETAILER

Greensburg Collision Center Fill
in an Application. Email: jerryl@

sendellmotors.com.

Director of Education at
Ligonier Valley
School District

The Director of Education is
responsible for leading the

district’s educational initiatives,
ensuring compliance with federal
and state regulations, federal
programs, managing Title

IX policies and practices, and
overseeing the development and
administration of grants. This
role will collaborate with district
and school leadership to improve

academic achievement and
access across the district.

Visit Ligonier Valley
School District website
for position details:

https://www.lvsd.k12.pa.us
Salary Range: $110,000-

$128,000/Annual
+ Benefit Package

Qualifying applicants should
submit a detailed resume and

cover letter including
professional references to
dkissell@lvsd.k12.pa.us
by March 28, 2025 (EOE).

Outside Sales
Representative

Sales of truck-trailer and truck body
parts. Minimum of at least 1 year of
sales experience. Computer skills,
valid driver’s license, good driving
record, must be capable of lifting
up to 70 pounds, and physically
capable of performing the work. Full
time, M-F

Send resumes:
fleetequipmentinc@gmail.com

PA Department of Education’s Proposed Grant Application
under Part B of the Individuals

with Disabilities Education Act for FFY 2025

Public comment is invited regarding the Pennsylvania Department of Ed-
ucation’s (PDE) proposed grant application under Part B of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA-B) for FFY 2025. The annual
grant application provides, in part, assurance consistent with the federal
requirements to ensure that a free appropriate public education is made
available to all children with a disability from age 3 through 21, including
children who have been suspended or expelled from school.

In addition, PDE seeks public comment on revisions to its State Plan and
Model LEA Policies and Procedures, specifically its age of eligibility for
the provision of a free appropriate public education (FAPE). To comply
with federal and state law, PDE seeks to extend FAPE to students with
disabilities through their 21st birthday, rather than ending services at
the conclusion of the school term in which they turn 21. This revision
aligns with 34 CFR § 300.102(a)(2) and 22 Pa. Code § 14.102(a)(2)(x),
as Pennsylvania provides public education to students within this age
range.

The public participation requirements relevant to Part B are set forth in
the Part B regulations at 34 CFR §300.165 and in section 441(b)(7) of
GEPA at 20 U.S.C. § 1232d(b)(7). In accordance with these require-
ments, and prior to submitting a state plan and/or adopting any policies
and procedures needed to comply with Part B (including any amend-
ments to those policies and procedures), the state must ensure reason-
able opportunities for participation by local agencies, representatives of
the class of individuals affected by this program, and other interested
institutions, organizations, and individuals in the planning for and oper-
ation of the IDEA-B program. The Education Department General Ad-
ministrative Regulations (EDGAR) at 34 CFR § 76.102 indicate that the
IDEA-B grant application is considered a state plan.

A copy of the proposed 2025 IDEA-B grant application and the current
IDEA-B policies and procedures are available by viewing the link below.

https://www.pa.gov/agencies/education/programs-and-services/instruction/
elementary-and-secondary-education/special-education/funding-and-fis-
cal-guidelines.html

Alternative formats of the documents (e.g., Braille, large print, CD) can
be made available to members of the public upon request.

PDE will accept written public comment beginning March 18, 2025, until
May 16, 2025. The written comments should be directed to Timothy
Krushinski or Sam Pudloski, Special Education Advisers, Bureau of
Special Education, PA Department of Education, 607 South Drive, 3rd
Floor-East Wing, Harrisburg, PA 17120, or emailed to tikrushins@pa.gov
or Sam Pudloski at spudloski@pa.gov.

Public comment is also welcomed in alternative formats such as Braille,
recorded comments, and telephone comments for individuals with dis-
abilities. If you are a person with a disability and wish to submit com-
ments by telephone, please contact Aaron Ioos at 717.772.3500 or
email at aioos@pa.gov. Additionally, PDE will provide individuals wish-
ing to present verbal testimony an opportunity to do so. One written
copy of verbal testimony prior to the time of presentation would be ap-
preciated. Presentations should be limited to 15 minutes. Verbal testi-
mony must be provided virtually on:

April 30, 2025 (3 p.m. - 6 p.m.).
To schedule an opportunity to present verbal testimony, or if you are a
person with a disability and require an accommodation to participate in
the proceedings, please call Aaron Ioos at 717.772.3500 or email
aioos@pa.gov no later than April 21st, 2025. You will be provided with
a link in order to participate.

Following receipt of all written and verbal comments, PDE will consider
all comments and make any necessary modifications to the proposed
2025 IDEA-B grant application before submission of its FFY 2025
IDEA-B grant application to the Secretary of the U.S. Department of
Education.

367704(3/16)

©2025 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
symbol are registered service marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.

*800.860.SOLD • ThePreferredRealty.com

3 KIDS.
1 BATHROOM?

Maybe it’s time
to make a move.

#GoodToAsk

JEANNETTE 503Maple St 2BR stone Ranch in
beautiful neighborhood! All nwr mechanicals,
lg EIK, HW flrs, pvt porch, wooden deck, grg.
DIR: Rt30W, R Lewis, R Hickory, L Ohio, R
Maple. Janice Smarto/Nathan Ross 724-838-
3660 x5630 MLS#1684855 $199,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

HEMPFIELD 552 Hemlock Street 4BR,
2-1/2BA 2 sty! Beautiful new kit & BA, 1st flr
FR w/FP, cov porch, fin bsmt, 2 car grg, & 2 car
det grg. DIR:Rt 30, L 130, R Hickory, L Jeffrey
R Hemlock Jami Hudson/Kathy DiCesare 724-
838-3660 x1916 MLS#1690280 $299,900

Op
en
SU
N 1
-3

DERRY TWP. 1116 Route 217 3BR, 2-1/2BA
brick split! Open LR, DR & kit area, rear deck,
FR w/FP, sunroom, 2 car int grg & 38x26
det grg on .83 Acres. DIR:Rt 30E, L Rt 217N
on R. Robert Keslar 724-838-3660 x5635
MLS#1682195 $315,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

BEAR ROCKS 240 Birch Rd CHARMING 4BR
Home on 2.4 acres. Updated & ready tomove
in. Remodeled kit, mstr suite w/balcony, Lg
LR & FR & more. DIR: Rt31E, R Snowshoe, R
Walnut, R Birch. Lori Syster 724-593-6195
x3212 MLS#1691274 $319,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
2-2

HEMPFIELD607 BuckinghamDrive Stunning
4BR, 2-1/2BA Multi! FR w/FP, screened in
porch, lvl yard, 2 car grg. DIR: Rt30W to
Gbg/Mt Pls ex, L Mt Pls Rd, L Westland, to St
Thomas, L Buckingham. Marilyn Davis 724-
838-3660 x5632 MLS#1691347 $329,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

HEMPFIELD 324 Mccabe Dr BACK ON
MARKET! Ready for you! 5/6 BR’s, 4 full BA brk
Ranch, Updated kit, LR w/FP, 4 Season room,
GRw/wetbar & FP, workshop, 2 car grg. DIR:Rt
66N, L McCabe. Rebecca Parry 724-838-3660
x5639 MLS#1687455 $359,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

PENN TWP. 1006 Sweetgum Ct Elegant 4BR,
2-1/2BA Carriage style in Village on Kistler
Ridge! FR, 3 Season rm, patio, 2 car att
grg. DIR:130 to L/R Chestnut, L Crabapple,
L Sweetgum. Marilyn Davis 724-838-3660
x5632 MLS#1685583 $589,900

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

GREENSBURG 718 Curtis Rd Stunning 4BR,
3-1/2BA brk on pvt wooded 1.03 Acres in
Rose Fountain Farm! LR w/brk wall FP, 2 car
grg. DIR:N on Main, R Kenneth, L Maple, R
Sycamore, L Curtis Scott Ludwick 724-838-
3660 x5637 MLS#1690740 $650,000

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

DRY TAVERN - RICES LANDING 1163
Crucible Road Spacious grand 3bd-2bath-
close to 79 & 43 Farmhouse-style large yard
Spacious main floor--remodeled kitchen-
french doors-new roof Maryann Giovanelli
724-929-7228 MLS#1666428 $176,000

CONNELLSVILLE 1300 Sycamore Street
Beautiful brick 2-story, 3 bedroom, 1.5
bath - Spacious rooms. Corner lot. Finished
gameroom area. Great location. Southside
of Connellsville. Zach Blackstone 724-797-
9090 MLS#1679901 $184,500

Op
en
SU
N 1
-2:
30

Op
en
SU
N 1
1-1

LUXURY HOMES

HEMPFIELD

Sprawling five bedroom, 3-1/2 bath Ranch
on 9.3 parklike acres! Livingroom and family
room with fireplace and wet bar, huge GR,
eat-in kitchen, rear patio, heated pool, 2
car garage. Call Scott Ludwick for more de-
tails at 724-838-3660 x5637 MLS#1685699
$750,000

Five bedroom, 4-1/2 bath 2-story on 16 pri-
vate acres! Enormous Master ste, fully equip
eat-in kitchen, lower level with 2nd kitchen,
BR, BA & GR, inground pool, patio, 2 car
garage. Marilyn Davis 724-838-3660 x5632
MLS#1670670 $990,000

NEW LISTINGS

HEMPFIELD

Charming 2 BR, 2 full BA raised ranch, EIK,
den or 3rd BR, FR, Commercial size 2 bay
grg, cov porch & patio, on over half an
acre. Marilyn Davis 724-838-3660 x5632
MLS#1688571 $350,000

HEMPFIELD

Stunning 4BR, 2-1/2BA multi! FR w/FP, HW flrs,
1st flr laundry, remodeled kit, inground pool
enclosed by fence, 2 car grg. Marilyn Davis 724-
838-3660 x5632MLS#1685406 $385,000

UNITY TOWNSHIP

Three bedroom, 2-1/2BA Townhome in Unity
Square! 1st flr LR, DR w/crown molding, FR
w/FP & EIK, LL GR/den, 1 car grg. Yaley/
Wetzel-Felice 724-838-3660 x5643/5663
MLS#1684176 $226,500

PRICE REDUCTIONS

PENN TOWNSHIP

Totally renovated 2BR, 2BA Ranch, GR w/FP
& bar, beautiful new kit & BA’s, oversized 2 car
det grg w/heat, water & electric. Janice Smarto
724-838-3660 x5630MLS#1682130 $245,000

UNITY TOWNSHIP

4BR, 2 full & 2 half BA 2 sty on 1.02 Ac in Lago
De Vita! Dbl decks, LR w/FP, EIK, 2 car grg.
Janice Smarto 724-838-3660 x5630/5677
MLS#1673578 $399,900

adno=367826

Operations Manager
The Belle Vernon Municipal Author-
ity is seeking applicants for the po-
sition of Operations Manager. The
applicant must have strong com-
munications skills, managerial ex-
perience, knowledge of water and
waste water industry, specifically
with treatment and repairs, able to
create and maintain budgets. Prior
experience in this type of position
as well as possessing a water and
waste water license will be a plus.
Interested applicants can e-mail the
resume to

merilee@mabv15012.com
or drop off the resume at; The Belle
Vernon Municipal Authority, 10 Main
Street, Belle Vernon, PA 15012 be-
tween the hours of 8am – 3:30 pm,
Monday through Friday.

POLICE OFFICER
TESTING NOTICE

The City of Greensburg will
be testing for the position of

Police Officer. Applications and
information are available at the
Greensburg Police Department,
416 S. Main Street, Greensburg,

PA 15601, Monday through
Friday, 8:00am to 4:00p.m. ONLY
from March 17, 2025 to April 25,
2025 at 4pm. Applicants living in
or near Westmoreland County
must pick up the application in
person and produce a photo

identification, there is no fee for
the application. The application
must be returned in person.

Applicants who reside
outside of Pennsylvania or
Westmoreland County may

submit a written request along
with a copy of photo identification
and a self-addressed postage
paid large envelope. Those
applicants must return the
application by U.S mail. No
telephone inquiries or emails.
The process includes a physical
agility test ,written exam, oral
interview, psychological and
medical exam including drug

screening and a comprehensive
background investigation. If be-
cause of a disability, you require
a reasonable accommodation to
participate in the testing process,
please contact Chief Charles
Irvin at 724-834-3800.The

Greensburg Police Department is
an Equal Opportunity Employer.

Education
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Bid Notice
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valueless by the error. CONFIDENTIALITY: Confidential box numbers - we do not disclose the name of any advertiser using our classified pages. Persons answering File Number ads who wish to protect their identity can do so as follows: Place your reply in an envelope addressed to Trib Total Media Classified Department, ATTN File Box, 622 Cabin
Hill Drive, Greensburg, PA 15601. Include the file number and a list of firms or persons you DO NOT want your reply to reach. If the advertiser is anyone you've listed, we'll destroy your reply. NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal to advertise any preference,
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Frontier Realty

Ruth Fullem, GRIH 724-331-3690
Shirley Shubuck, Assoc. Broker 412-551-9023

Cindy Noll, Assoc. Broker 412-638-8982
Marlin ZelmoreH 724-396-6364
Rebecca RubleH 724-972-3488

Carolyn Barr 724-261-9260
Sara Cowan 724-261-7872

Lynne Kendrish - Assoc Broker/ Branch Managerwww.c21frontier.com

4639 Rte. 136 | Suite 3, Greensburg, PA

724.832.8040

FRONTIER REALTY

adno=367309

SCOTTDALE $165,000
1680902. Sprawling 3-bedroom brick
ranch situated on a corner lot. This great
one story provides loads of living space
and storage options. In addition to 3
bedrooms the home includes 1 full bath
adjoining the main bedroom, 2 half baths,
a gas fireplace, main floor laundry, rear
landscaped patio, and a covered front
porch with a view of the surrounding
area.The lower level offers workspace and
options for a suite, studio or a family room.
Parking is provided in the integral garage
and at the rear of the property.REDUCED

SCOTTDALE $189,000

1674037. This 3-bedroom 1 and 1/2 bath home offers spacious rooms
throughout. The first level includes a sunporch off the side entry, a living room,
formal dining room, 1/2 bath and a beautiful fully equipped eat-in kitchen with
an abundance of workspace and storage options.An open staircase leads to the
second level that has 3 bedrooms, a full bath, multiple closets and a walk-up
attic. A covered rear porch/patio is equipped with electric and an overhead fan
for warm summer nights. The 221 ft deep lot includes a detached garage and
workshop and plenty of space for gardening and outdoor activities

MT PLEASANT TWP $269,900

1686837. Awesome home in wonderful Century Farms on cul-
de-sac location, Many incredible updates thru out including
beautiful hardwood floors. stunning newer full bathrooms.
Large living room, fabulous dining room, adorable generously
proportioned kitchen with island, fantastic family room for
movie or game night, spacious bedrooms sizes with magnificent
master bedroom suite, deep walk-in closets, spectacular fenced
in backyard that is very unique.

SCOTTDALE $125,000

1670541. Comfortable 3-bedroom, 2 bath home which has updated flooring
throughout and offers a living room, dining room, kitchen, laundry room, full bath
and mudroom on the main level and 3 bedrooms, a walk-in storage room and full
bath on the upper level. The garage is plumbed and is currently used as storage, it
would make a great single bay/storage garage with a few adjustments.The property
is located in Scottdale Borough, Southmoreland School District with a short drive to
shopping, major highways and the laurel mountains.

DERRY BORO. $120,000
1682615. Wonderful
home is great move in
condition, large lovely
living room, nice dining
room, nice generously
proportioned kitchen,
stunning hardwood
floors thru out home,
cute bedrooms, adorable
spacious backyard,
fantastic covered front
porch for taking easy as
well.

MONESSEN $75,000
1657114. Beautifully
remodeled home with
numerous updates, including
new carpet and striking
floors thru out home, master
bath, kitchen, gorgeous
landscaping, etc.. Lovely
large living, stunning dining
room with built in China
closet and mantle, generously
proportioned kitchen,
conveniently located laundry
room on main floor, just a
wonderful home.

SCOTTDALE $154,000
1674386. Two story, 3-bedroom, 2
bath home! A concrete driveway,
detached garage and fenced rear
lot leads to a cozy covered porch
layered with a nature stone style
floor.The home has a large equipped
eat in kitchen, living room dining
room, full bath and laundry on the
main level and 3 bedrooms and a full
bath on the second level. Updated
roof, windows, furnace and hot
water tank. Short drive to shopping,
major roadways and the Laurel
mountains. Shown by appointment.

MASONTOWN $39,900

1670741. Great moneymaking property in the
heart of Masontown, side by side duplex, close to
downtown area, shopping, parks, etc.

724-961-5531

Single Level Living
COMMUNITIES

Come visit our
Model Home

Sunday-Saturday 12p-3p

Wimmerton PlaceWimmerton Place

Single & Paired Lots
Spring Ready. Available to Build

P e l l i s C o n s t r u c t i o n . c om

LOTS REMAININGOnlyOnly 22
Kingsbrooke EstatesKingsbrooke Estates SOLD OUT!

FairfieldFairfield

Watch for our
NEW COMMUNITY coming soon!

Thank You!
Thank You!

RealEstate. .comRealEstate. .com

PHONE: 1-800-524-5700 | HOURS: MONDAY-FRIDAY 8:30AM-5:00PM | INQUIRIES AT: CLASSIFIEDS.TRIBLIVE.COM

adno=367310

Allegheny Twp
724.845.4700

Lower Burrell
724.335.4700

Sarver
724.295.4700

Westmoreland West Association Board Top Agents

Congratulations!

Congratulations to these wonderful agents.
This group was recognized at the Westmoreland West Association
of Realtors annual banquet as top agents in their production
catergories. As always, they have demonstrated exceptional

dedication, hard work, and outstanding service.

PHOTO CAPTION: From left to right: Kim Reynolds, Sandy Johnson, Patti Garrigan, Nicole Edwards and Lori Weig-Tamsey.
Not pictured: Diane Wolford, Nancy Helsel, and Carol Lipanot

Allegheny Twp
4BR, 2.5 bath home on .60 acres. Eat in kitchen, sunrm, and
DR. Finished game rm in LL. Nice back yard. 2 car grge.

$265,000 MLS#1688651

Kim 724.448.2583

Featured Home!

Lower Burrell
3BR, 2 bath ranch home. Spacious LR w/fireplace, DR, and kitch-
en. Finished game rm. Large, fenced back yard. 1 car grge.

$255,000 MLS#1691239

Sandy 724.882.2050

New Listing!

New Kensington
3BR, 1.5 bath home. Updated eat in kitchen. Huge LR w/
fireplace and nice sized DR. Back yard w/patio. 2 car grge.

$239,900 MLS#1682553

Rick 724.321.5698

Featured Home!

Springdale Boro
3BR, 2 bath home. Kitchen, LR w/fireplace and
DR. Huge addition. Back deck. 1 car grge.

$230,000 MLS#1682476

Bridget 724.448.9645

Featured Home!

East Deer
Great visibility. 3 bay grge w/reception and office area. Ad-
ditional metal 2 story bldg. Metal roof. Very well maintained.

$219,900 MLS#1680954

Patti 724.980.0730

Featured Property! Commercial

Lower Burrell
2BR, 2 bath ranch home on .58 acres. Equipped kitchen, formal
DR and LR. Updated bath. Lg covered front porch and grge.

$169,900 MLS#1682908

Janet 412.607.4700

Featured Home!

Washington Twp
3BR, 2 bath home on .89 acres. Spacious LR and 2 main
fl bedrms. Nice kitchen and DR. Detached 2 car grge.

$199,000 MLS#1687128

Nancy 724.681.3560

Featured Home!

359 Pershing Dr, New Kensington
3BR, 1.5 bath home. LR, DR, kitchen and FR. Full base-
ment. Enclosed front porch and detached grge.

$214,900 MLS#1667944

Diane 724.205.1823

Open Sunday 3/16, 1-3 pm

adno=367825

To advertise, please call
844-523-4297

JUST C
LICK OR

CALL!

RealEstate.TribLIVE.com has featured homes, agents, builders, rentals and
so much more. Log on today or scan this code with your smartphone and let
us help you find your way home.

REALESTATE.TRIB LI
V
E
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Need some help with your
home delivery subscription?

Want to subscribe?

Call 1.800.909.8742
or log on to

MyAccount.triblive.com

Contact our friendly
and helpful

Customer Care Team!

4963 State Route 30 Suite 205
Greensburg, PA 15601
P: 724-838-3660

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices
The Preferred Realty

Greensburg Regional

Berkshire Hathaway’sWomen Realtors would
like to recognizeWomen’s HistoryMonth.

An annual observance to highlight the contributions
of women to events in history and contemporary society.

Janice Smarto
Asociate

Broker/Manager
Emeritus

Rebecca
Parry
Realtor

Barbara
Ciampini

Realtor

Maria
Pellis
Realtor

Angela
Caruso
Realtor

Kerri
Croushore

Realtor

Shirley
DeMarchis

Realtor

Nancy
Davis-Murphy

Realtor

Aimee
Churchel

Realtor

Aimee Dempsey
Realtor/Amiee
Dempsey Team

Dana
Detar
Realtor

Helene Nseir
Realtor/The Scott
Ludwick Team

Bridget
Mohler
Realtor

Debbie
Redding

Realtor/Associate Broker

Vicki
Pilato
Realtor

Brandee
Thompson

Realtor

The
Marilyn Davis

Team
Marilyn Davis, Dee Relich,

Theresa Haines, Danielle Harshell

Beth
Knizner
Realtor

Carolyn Domasky
Realtor/Associate Broker/
Topper & Domasky Team

Jami
Hudson
Realtor

Marcia Dolan
Realtor/Associate

Broker

Lisa
Galdo
Realtor

Amy
Fauth
Realtor

Karen
Henry
Realtor

Heather
Hauser
Realtor

MaryLou
Fitzgerald

Realtor

Kerrie
Pelliccione

Realtor

Kathie
Zimmerman
Associate Broker/
Branch Manager

Brandi
Piper
Realtor

adno=366191

Lynda
Long
Realtor

The
Lindy Sgambati-Cox

Team

Donna Wetzel Felice
&

Linda Yaley
Team

FORM OF ADVERTISEMENT
Milling of City Streets

Separate sealed proposals will be
received by the City of Greens-
burg, Westmoreland County, at
416 South Main Street, Greens-
burg, PA 15601 until 10:00 a.m.
Thursday, April 10, 2025, to be
acted upon at the regularly
scheduled City Council Meeting
at 6:00 p.m. on Monday, April
14, 2025, for the following:

Contract A Milling of City Streets-
21,849 Sq. Yds. Milling (Depth
0”-3”) Various Lengths and
Widths (Peoples)

Contract B Milling of City Streets-
10,527 Sq. Yds. Milling (Depth
0”-3”) Various Lengths and
Widths (Liquid Fuels)

Contract C Milling of City Streets-
1,469 Sq. Yds. Milling (Depth 0”-
3”) Various Lengths and Widths
(General Fund)

Liquidated damages apply at the
rate of $870 per calendar day.
Prevailing wage rates do apply
to bid. Proposals must be sub-
mitted on the forms furnished by
the City of Greensburg. Said
forms may be requested via
email: administration@greens-
burgpa.org. The bid must be la-
beled Contract A, Contract B,
or Contract C and be accompa-
nied by a certified check or bid
bond in the amount of 10% of
the bidmade payable to the City
of Greensburg. A performance
bond or certified check in the
amount of 100% of the contract
shall be furnished by the suc-
cessful bidder within 20 days
after the contract is awarded.
Bids shall remain firm for a pe-
riod of 90 days. The City re-
serves the right to reject any or
all proposals.

City of Greensburg
Kelsye Hantz

City Administrator
Zachary Kansler
City Solicitor
367484 (3/8, 3/16)
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1-800-909-8742SUBSCRIBE!
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-4Get your newspaper on the go!

Log on to e.TribLIVE.com & get started today.

e.TribLIVE.com

Questions?
Call 800-909-8742.

Manage your
Tribune-Review
account online!

Pay Your Bill Provide Feedback Schedule a vacation StopP S

MyAccount.TribLIVE.com
VISIT11

When prompted, enter
your email address and create a password

REGISTER22
Using your last name

and account, phone, or house number

VERIFY33

Return to MyAccount.TribLIVE.com anytime tomanage your account!
andmore!

Setup your online account to:

Sat. March 22 9:00 AM.
142 Hamilton Ave.
Vandergrift 15690.

Rt. 66 N. from Greensburg
toward Vandergrift, left on

McKinley after Nasers store to
E. Vandergrift, left on Chambers,
right on Hamilton. Watch signs.
Bookcases, shelving, King water
bed, table/floor lamps, lg. flat

screen TV, animal figures, Sony
stereo/speakers, new sofa,

pictures, mirror, wd. table/chairs,
house items, dolly, Werner step
ladder, gas push mower, power
tools, air comp., elec. weeder,

small shop vac., surround sound
system, Red Ryder Bb gun,
Steelton elec. heater, DVD

players, 2010 Ford Explorer-auto.-
w/163,000 +- miles 4.0 eng.-all
power-w/trailer hitch(reserve).

REST-all New items: many DVD’s
/Blue Rays, Kids toys, battery

operated kid’s ride on, bikes(differ-
ent sizes), die cast collectible cars/
vehicles(all in boxes), 8 boxes of
fixed blade-pen knives, die cast
trucks/cars Monster Jam, remote
control vehicles, Star Wars-He
Man action figures, Harry Potter

collector kits, slot cars/track (Carre-
ra), metal signs-Red Ryder-Uncle
Ramus-Indian motorcycle-2 Mickey
Mouse fun house, Corvette, light
up Bat Man, Lionel trains(new-

er)-Fasttrack in boxes-Bachmann
Big Haulers-LGB trains-Piko model
trains-buildings, Marvel figures,

etc.Terms:
Cash/Check w/ID, C. cards
Look www.auctionzip.com

#4025 Food Estate of: William
R. CarrollWilliam D. Frye –
Auctioneers AU2307 AU3262

Pleasant Unity, PA 724-
423-4722 AUCTIONEERING
FAMILY OVER 85 YEARS

CAPOZZI FLOORING & TILE LLC
Walls, Ceramic, Carpet, Baths,
Kitchens, Custom Designs.
Showroom, 34 Years Exp.
724-837-8453 PA06892

www.capozziflooring.com

ELI W. BYLER
METAL ROOFING

We specialize in Metal Roofing
40 Year Warranty.
17 yrs in Business

Free Estimates. Fully Insured.
Amish Owned PA136653
814-845-7584 leave message

ROLAND PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Int/Ext., Painting & Restoration. Ex-
pert Kitchen Cabinets Refinishing.
55+ Years, Insured PA047819

724-689-2256
HAULING/ CLEANOUTS

Cleaning,Yard & Shrub Work,
Dependable, Insured. Call Rich

724-872-0865 or 1-800-566-4167

JUNK REMOVAL PROS
All Clean-Outs & Junk Removal
Free Estimates. 724-542-4132

 R.K. LAWN CARE
Spring Cleanup Special!

Complete Landscaping Services:
Mulching, Shrub Removal, &

Gutter Cleaning.
Free Estimates / Fully Insured
724-217-0773 / PA045225

CLEANOUTS | HAULING
Scrap & Junk Removal
Small Dumpster Rentals

Free Estimates / Fully Insured
724-217-0773

RETAINING WALLS, MASONRY,
Concrete, Excavating, Asphalt,

Snow Removal, Drainage, Handyman.
Many Services! PA155994.

Custom Construction 724-396-5485

CASH PAID
Older Computers: Commodore/
Apple/IBM. Video Games/Con-
soles/Atari/Nintendo/Play-Station/

Sega/X-Box.724-840-0586

�ASPHALT�
PRO 1 PAVING
Residential - Commercial

Paving - Sealing
Line Striping *PA043206

724-694-8011

A 1 CLEAN UP
All types of hauling

No job too big or small
Best prices in town!

724-335-0369 • 724-681-9039
A-1 HAULING Attic, basement,

garage, estate clean outs, downsizing
specialist. Prompt, dependable, best
price. All jobs are owner supervised.

724-216-3496

WE BUY
Diamonds * Rolex

Antique and Estate Jewelry
Gold * Silver * Sterling * Patek
Philippe & Other Fine Watches

(Confidential Immediate Payment)

JODEN
144 South Broad St
Downtown Grove City

5 Min from the premium Outlets

800-747-7552
Joden.com

A-1 Best Quality
Painting LLC
Res/ Com/ Ind
* Interior/ Exterior
* Pressure Washing
Senior Discount
Free Estimates
Fully Insured

40 yrs exp * PA 124439
724-797-3350

Hempfield Mini Storage
Delinquent Storage Unit Auction
Wednesday, March 19 at 1:00 pm

Located: 1517 Roseytown Rd, Greensburg PA 15601
Contents of 5 delinquent storage units
(1) 5’ x 10, (3) 10’ x 10’, (1) 10’ x 15’

to be sold in their entirety at public auction.
A $100.00 (cash) clean out deposit per unit will be charged.

No Exceptions!! Terms: Cash only.
Visit web for terms & removal dates

MARK FERRY AUCTIONEERS, INC.
724-423-5580 AY 2076

www.markferryauctioneers.com

BRICK POINTING & REPAIR WORK
No Job to Big or Small

Free Estimates - Fully Insured
PA183272 ... 724-504-2786

Notice is hereby given that the
County Board of Elections will
have its authorized agents
conduct the Casting of Lots
for the position of names
upon the ballots and ballot la-
bels for the May 20, 2025 Mu-
n ic ipa l P r imary on
Wednesday, March 19, 2025,
beginning at 10:00 A.M. in the
Westmoreland County Court-
house, Commissioners Public
Meeting Room, 2 North Main
Street, Greensburg, PA 15601.

All candidates may appear in
person, or by an agent duly
authorized by letter signed
and acknowledged by an offi-
cer empowered to take ac-
knowledgments. If a candidate
cannot appear in person or by
representative for the Casting
of Lots, the County Board
shall represent such absen-
tee.

Commissioner Sean Kertes
Commissioner Douglas W.
Chew

Commissioner Ted Kopas

Westmoreland County Board of
Elections

366836(3/16)

LUFT’S ASPHALT PAVING
New Installations/ Resurfacing
Driveways Sealed & Repaired
724-832-7579 PA037800

AWALT STOUT AUCTION
Antiques, Collectibles & Artifacts

ONLINE ONLY
Pick up Address will be Listed on Invoice

Mt. Pleasant, PA

Lots Begin to Close: Thurs., March 20 at 6:00 pm
No In-Person Preview

Pick-up: Fri., March 21; 12:00 Noon to 5:00 pm

Native American Pottery, Wood Carvings,
Textiles & Local Stoneware Pottery –

Persian Serapi Rug – Oriental Furnishings
Leaded Glass Lamp - Life-Size Advertising Signs

Antique Furniture & Glassware

Full list, pictures & bidding at:
www.waltstoutauction.com

Terms Posted Online. 15% BP.
Walt Stout, Auctioneer,

724-627-7253, PA Lic. AU 5789

AAA Quality Painting
Top Quality Work & Prep!
Real Repairs vs. Coverups
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR

PAINTING
45+ yrs in Business PA41777

724-836-1125
AAAPAINTPA.COM

STEELER
TICKETS WANTED

BUYING ALL LOCATIONS
TOP $ PAID
800-786-8425

A+ Accredited BBB Business
RODGERS ROOFING

PA011142
New Roofs « Repairs « Siding

Soffit « Facia « Gutters
Military & Sr. Discounts!
412-373-4695

www.rodgers-roofing.com

Chimney Repairs and Rebuilds
Repointing, Crown Repairs, Cap
Installation, & Complete Rebuilds.
Licensed and Insured PA#116418
KR Masonry. 724-272-6562

GREENSBURG Laurel
Apts Great Location. 1 BR.
$705+Elec. Must Pass Credit
Check. No Pets. John CR Kelly
Realty 412-601-2589

SHIH TZU’S Gorgeous
Micro-Chipped/Shots/Vet Checked,

House Trained
Available for $1,200

724-323-3124

French Bulldog Pups
AKC, vet checked. $2,200

412-377-4722

AAA Quality

A+ BBB Rating

ROOF LEAKS
CHIMNEY WORK

BASEMENT LEAKS
PA 032461

CALL MARK
412-758-3772

LATROBE AREA
Remodeled 1&2 Bedroom

Section 8 Accepted
Call: 724-875-0882

NORVELT AREA
2 BR duplex, equipped kitchen.
$660 per month plus utilities.

724-219-7913

BOXER PUPPIES AKC
Vet Checked. 1st Shots. Tails
Docked. Adorable. $799 and
up 724-963-2957

CAVALIER KING
CHARLES SPANIEL PUPS

Shots, House Broken,
Crate Trained.

$500. Call: 412-607-3583

WANTED
Buying Furniture, Wringer Washers,

Guns, Toys, WW2 German, Japanese,
US Military Souvenirs, Advertising
Signs, Coins, Crocks, Christmas,

Estates. Cash!
(412) 848-6428

German Shep. Pups AKC
White Male Ready Now.

Black/Tans Available Soon.
Asking $1,000.
724-875-2834

HILL AUTO
SALVAGE
Will Out Beat Others

By $25
NO TITLE NEEDED!
$200-$8000
Junk/Good Cars & Trucks.
Free Towing & Notary.
412-499-2016
www.junkmycarpgh

GOLDENDOODLES
Ready on 4/05
724-815-6718

S. Greensburg-Sm. House for Rent
1 BR, Appliances, Pets extra

$850+; 724-289-0900

� T & H PAVING�
Residential Specialist

Driveways � Parking Lots,
Patching/Sealer � Retaining Walls
Landscaping � Tar & Chipping
Insured ~ Free Estimates

1-800-641-9055 / 412-281-9860
www.tandhpavingllc.com

PA#007266

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES
1 Female (2.5 Months)
3 Males (2.5 Months)
Price: $200 each
Call 412-610-0371

Derry Township
4X4 Round Bales for Sale

Call for Price
724-875-4733

Coin & Currency Auction
Thurs., March 20, 6 p.m.
Preview Viewing at 5 p.m.

Located in Youngwood Firehall at
Second Street and Chestnut
View Listing & Pictures
@ gotoauction.com

John P. Sabota, Auctioneer
AU3334L

Norvelt, PA Office Space for Rent
300 sq. ft, Second floor.
New Paint, New Carpet.
$250/mo. + Electric.
Norvelt Business Plaza
Contact: 724-423-2420

Slickville - Patton
1 Bedroom Duplex
$560 Plus Electric
724-771-8788

English Bulldog Pups AKC
Family-Raised Merles/Chocolate

Started Training $1500+
Price May Vary 412-398-0198

North Huntingdon
Subsidized low income
housing available in
Westmoreland County.

Efficiencies,
1 & 2 BR
No Pets

Must meet WCHA qualifications.
Call for more information.

412-271-2393

DAVE PIVIROTTO
REMODELING &

PAINTING:
Kitchens, Baths, Basements.
Interior/Exterior Painting.
Commercial & Residential.
Quality Guaranteed! Insured.
Free Estimates. PA 045558.

412-795-4836

CHIHUAHUA PUPPIES First
Shots (parvo distemper
wormed) 2 female 3 male Pics
http://moorechihuahuas.com
412-712-2803

PA LANDSCAPING
Mulching, Concrete Border Edging,
Excavating, French Drains, Block
Walls, Boulder Walls, Paver Patios,

Tree Work (Bucket Truck),
Concrete, Gutter Cleaning.

Free Estimates. Greensburg, PA
Call Mike’s cell 724-244-0362

AKC GERMAN SHORT HAIR
POINTER PUPPIES

Tail Docked, Dewclaws,
Vet Checked, UTD on Shots
Family Socialized, Ready 3/19

$550 OBO
Contact 814.521.5775

PITBULL PUPPIES FOR SALE
Male and Female

$300
Call for Details 412-814-4000

Yorkshire Pups AKC
Tails Docked
First Shots
So cute!

Contact After Noon: 724-832-0365

MASONRY
Brick, Block, Stone

Ret. Walls, Foundations
EXCAVATION

Fr. Drains, Sewer Lines,
Footers, Demolition, Additions
ALL TYPES CONCRETE
Michael Desiderato

Contracting LLC (PA 037327)
35 Years in Business

CALL 724-863-8282

SEAMLESS GUTTERS
Metal Roofs • Soffit • Facia

FREE ESTIMATES ~ PA#097394
Satolli Construction

412-352-0772

100 4x4 HAY BALES
Second Cutting Net Wrapped
Grass Hay: $40 per Bale

724-238-4265

CASE 530 BACKHOE
Has been sitting
Asking $3,000
724-238-4265

“YOU NAME IT - WE SELL IT”
Visit dcoleauctioneering.com for details

PA 005139L

724-944-5633

CPC RESTAURANT SUPPLYCPC RESTAURANT SUPPLY
TOOL AUCTIONTOOL AUCTION

508 DIVISION STREET - JEANNETTE, PA 15644508 DIVISION STREET - JEANNETTE, PA 15644

SATURDAY, MARCH 22SATURDAY, MARCH 22NDND

DOORS OPEN 7AM PREVIEW SALE STARTS 9AMDOORS OPEN 7AM PREVIEW SALE STARTS 9AM

adno=368068

BUSINESS LIQUIDATIONBUSINESS LIQUIDATION
LIVE AUCTIONLIVE AUCTION

After 40 Years In Business CPC Is Closing Their Doors
Thousands Of Items - Highlights Include

2007 Kubota L39 Excavator (A Must See) 3200Lbs Dump Trailer,
Thousands Of Tools Of All Types Including Snap On, Blue Point, Craftsman And More.....

Speciality Tools Including Machinist, Numerous Welding Units, Tank Assemblies,
Antique Tools And Much Much More - Walls And Shelves Full Of Quality Parts

And Scrap Of All Kinds
Sold In Large Lots - Numerous Carts And Dollies, Ladders And Everything Else You Could Imagine
All Must Go.... Bring A Truck, Chair And Dress For The Weather!

Come Treasure Hunt With Us The Buildings Are Packed
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AAUUCCTTIIOONNSSAUCTIONS

Asphalt

Auction Services

Auto Services

Brick Pointing

Chimney Service

Construction

Construction

Flooring

Gutter

Hauling

Home Improvements

Landscaping

Landscaping

Painting

Roofing
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Classifieds
Inquiries at: classifieds@triblive.com

Every Sunday in theEvery Sunday in the
AK Valley & Westmoreland Plus!

$ TRAINS WANTED $
Lionel, American Flyer, Any age,

Any condition. Box is a + Cash Paid.

. . . . 412-600-2855 . . . .

OLD MOTORCYCLES
WANTED

VINTGMCYCLES.COM
800-964-6680
216-691-9119
Call or Text

ANTIQUE
APPRAISALS

(Ligonier Antique Gallery)
7 West 4th St., Greensburg

Buying Antiques & Anything Old
Art & Estate Appraisals

650+ Estate Sales Conducted
We are Commission Only!!!
For 47 yrs 724-832-7388

references-google John Mickinak

 R. K. LAWN CARE
Tree & Shrub Trimming,

Removing & Stump Grinding.
Cord Firewood.

Free Estimates / Fully Insured
724-217-0773 / PA045225

JOHN’S ROOFING &
SANDY’S WINDOW CO INC
Owens-Corning Preferred

Contractor w/ 50yr Non-Prorated
Transferable Shingle Warranties.

Flat Roof Specialist.
Windows, Siding, Gutters.
724-539-8260 PA25501

SHREDDED TOPSOIL
LARGE OR SMALL LOADS.
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

UNSHREDDED TOPSOIL, GRAY
MOUNTAIN LANDSCAPE ROCKS,
SHALE, STONE & HORSE RID-
ING RINK SAND ALSO AVAILABLE.
HOUSE COAL. OFFICE 724-238-
3840 ext 100 or 104 OR PRESS 1.
CELL 724-396-2308

WE PAY $$ FOR GLASSWARE
Westmoreland, Jeannette,

Fenton, L.E Smith, Imperial, etc
Call: 724-836-5887

HALLIGAN
TREE SERVICE

Removal - Trimming - Pruning
Stump Removal

Bucket Truck - Crane Service
Free Estimates - Fully Insured
Workers Compensation &
Liability Insurance Provided

PA#122886
T.J. Halligan
412-897-5209

adno=366110ALLTHINGSAUTO
CHEVROLET CHRYSLER/DODGE/JEEP/RAM

FORD BODYREPAIR

AUTOREPAIR

TOWING

WEBUYVEHICLES

To adver t ise here , CALL
Carole DeSalvo 724-853-5054

INSURANCE

ad
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Don’s Auto Service
EST. 1977

5141 Center Drive
Latrobe, PA 15650

724-539-9071
Monday - Friday 8 am - 4 pm

$500+
CASH PAID
All Larger Vehicles:

Cars, Trucks, Buses, Equipment, Etc.

YOUNG’S
AUTO TRANSIT

CALL FOR PRICING.

412-999-2605

adno=363161

ELIAS
AUTO BODY

1385 4th Ave. Arnold

724-335-2451

Auto Body
Repair & Towing ad

no
=2

96
09

8

HAWK
TOWING, INC.

WHEEL-LIFT AND FLAT BED SERVICE
New Ken s i n g t on , PA

724-335-8500
WE BUY JUNK CARS

adno=296101

HILLVIEW MOTORS
CHRYSLER • DODGE • JEEP • RAM
Rt. 30 East Greensburg

724-834-8440 • 800-686-4455
www.hillviewmotors.com

adno=296432

$100-$1,000

412-657-9522

rustyhookautosalvage.com

FREE TOWING & NOTARY
Paid On All Good/Junk Cars, Trucks, SUV’s

Licensed Dealer

Press 1 - to sell vehicle
Press 2 - to buy used parts in Pittsburgh
Press 3 - to buy used parts in Harmony

“Cash In A Flash”

AUTO SALVAGE adno=362954

M+BAUTO RECYCLING
Pays CA$H CA$H CA$H
for Junk Cars & Trucks.

50 years service. Notary Available.
No Title No Problem!

412-431-0459 ad
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=3
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MAKOWSKI
INSURANCE

2520-A Leechburg Rd.
Lower Burrell, PA 15068
724-335-3213

www.makowskiinsurance.com
Auto * Home * Life * Business

adno=296123

LATROBE CHEVY
LATROBE FORD
Rt. 981 & Rt. 30, Latrobe
724-537-7723

M, T, Th 9–8 • W, F 9–5 • Sat. 9-4
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LATROBE CHEVY
LATROBE FORD
Rt. 981 & Rt. 30, Latrobe
724-537-7723

M, T, Th 9–8 • W, F 9–5 • Sat. 9-4
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LATROBE CHEVY
LATROBE FORD
Rt. 981 & Rt. 30, Latrobe
724-537-7723

M, T, Th 9–8 • W, F 9–5 • Sat. 9-4
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WREX LUCCHETTI
Cash! Cash! Cash!
Junk Cars & Trucks
New Kensington, PA.

Free Towing
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

p y
CALL US NOW!!!
724-339-9861

Cash! Cash! Cash!
JUNK IT!

adno=349682_V2

WE PAY CASH FOR
UNWANTED VEHICLES!

New&Used Parts Guaranteed.New&Used Parts Guaranteed.
Established 1919.Established 1919.

Ace Auto Wrecking, Inc.
412-795-4700 adno=306769

$ Will Pay Top Dollar $
For Cars, Trucks, $50-$1000

ALL ABANDONED AUTOMOBILES

Free Towing 412-370-0855

No Title Needed! Call Me First, Call
Me Last, Just Call Me! Avail 24 Hrs.

adno=365847

THE ROOFER:
Flat roof specialist.

Residential/ commercial.
Free estimates. Greensburg,

PA#1327174
412-559-6369

GARY’S ROOFING
Roof Repair Specialist PA005682
New Roofs/Siding/Soffit/Fascia

412-824-9330 or 1-800-351-3520

DAUGHERTY
TREE SERVICE
REMOVAL & TRIMMING

STUMP GRINDING

FREE ESTIMATES
Fully Insured

CALL OR TEXT
(724) 325-2211
Call Back Guaranteed

PA183961
daughertytreeservicellc

@gmail.com

ZIGAROVICH TREE SERVICE
TREE REMOVAL

Tree removal, Stump Grinding,
Trimming, Emergency Service,

Licensed & Insured,
Mature Professional Service

Mike 724-205-9288 PA101367

FAST QUALITY ROOFING
New Roofs, Siding, Soffit, Fascia,

Gutters, Roof Repairs.
Licensed & Insured
Free Estimates

Quality & Low Prices Guaranteed
412-951-8021 . . . PA090656

2021 SUZUKI DR650 STREET &
TRAIL MOTORCYCLE FOR SALE

1,779 Miles, $5,500 or BO
Mint condition
724-217-5715

60’s VW 2-Seater Truck
Street Legal By Dune Buggy

Very Good Condition
$5,500 OBO
724-537-9327

PROFESSIONAL
TREE MAN

Hazardous Tree Removal.
www.professionaltreeman.com
Rick Kaposy 724-531-5577

Insured � PA143226

724-838-7010
Mike Petrillo Inc.

NORTH GREENGATE
Auto Sales LLC

~Visit Our Website ~
northgreengateautosales.com

2014 Subaru Legacy, AWD, Full
Pwr, Air, Black, 138k mi., $8,995
2017 Hyundai Tuscon Ltd AWD,
Sunroof, Back-up cam, 67k mi., 4
Cyl., Turbo, Black $15,500
2016 Subaru Forester, AWD, Full
Pwr., Air, 2.5 V6, 120k mi., Beige
$10,500
2015 Kia Soul, Full Pwr, Air, 5
Speed, 99k mi., White, $6,995
2006 Toyota Camry, XLE, Full Pwr.
Air, Sun Roof, 173k mi, Grey, $5,995

ROOF/SEAMLESS
GUTTERS

Metal Roofs • Soffit • Facia
FREE ESTIMATES ~ PA#097394
Satolli Construction

412-352-0772

WE’RE MAKING HEADLINES.
2024 EPPY Awards Best Daily Newspaper Website — SECOND PLACE —

Don’t miss a single edition! Call today.

Call 1.800.909.8742 or visit subscribe.triblive.com for convenient home delivery.

Antiques

Wanted To BuyRoofing Top Soil Tree Service

Tree Service

Motorcycles

Used Car Lots
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Antique-Classic

Motorcycles

ANSWERS TO LAST
WEEKS PUZZLE

TRIBUNE-REVIEW
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SEAN STIPP | TRIBLIVE

Student Liam O’Connor of Murrysville climbed
inside a giant bubble ball to attempt to knock
over inflatable pins during Bubble Bowling
at Westmoreland County Community College
near Youngwood last week. The event was
sponsored by the Campus Events Committee.

INSIDE: CUBCAKE WARS | 2 CIVIL WAR ROOTS | 4 SENIOR SPOTLIGHT | 7 PUZZLES | 8

Westmoreland PlusWestmoreland PlusWestmoreland PlusWW
SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 2025

LEADING ROLE Yough grad Bell helps Waynesburg baseball chase title PAGE 6

IN A BUBBLEIN A BUBBLE
BOWLING EVENT AT WCCC PROVESBOWLING EVENT AT WCCC PROVES
TO BE A STRIKE — PAGE 3TO BE A STRIKE — PAGE 3
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Norwin High School cafeteria was
transformed into a sugar lover’s
dream March 9.

The Norwin Lions Club hosted its
10th annual “Cubcake Wars,” where
19 neighborhood and professional
bakers volunteered their best recipes
for a good cause.

Bakers sold their goods individual-
ly with all proceeds going toward the
Lions’ Kitty Sack Project, said club
President Aaron Szymanski.

The Kitty Sack Project helps assist
food-insecure elementary students
in the school district.

Bakers were able to compete for
titles such as Best Tasting Cupcake,
Best Visual Performance and Peo-
ple’s Choice.

The stand that collects the most
money is labeled as the Cash Cham-
pion. The competition is all in good
fun, with some people donating extra
cash to win the biggest seller title.

“If they want to pad their own
pots, we don’t care. It’s all going to
the club and our Kitty Sack Project,”
Szymanski said.

Kandee Lojas, a returning baker,
ran the Spoonful of Sugar cupcake
booth with her daughter Brittney.

The mother and daughter came to
the Cubcake Wars for the third time
this year.

“We’ve always baked together,”
Lojas said.

The duo took home awards for
their strawberry crunch cupcake
and their blueberry lemon drop cup-
cake in the past two years.

“It was a lot of fun and we decided
to go for the hat trick,” Lojas said.

They introduced a new blackberry
dream cupcake that has a blackberry
drizzle and a crumble on top, and a
blackberry compote inside.

“We would love to (win) again,
but ultimately, the goal is to raise
the money for the kids,” Lojas said.

“As long as we sell the cupcakes
and they get the money, that’s the
biggest win.”

The mother and daughter weren’t
the only family duo at the event.

Cousin-in-laws Emily and Katie
McGrail started a Cubcake War fam-

ily tradition last year when the two
decided to revisit their mutual love
for the world of Harry Potter. They
run a stand called McGrail’s Wizard-
ing World.

The McGrails’ cupcakes were each
themed a different aspect of the Har-
ry Potter world. The Golden Snitch,
the famous Sorting Hat and brooms
made appearances.

Katie’s cousin — McGrail’s hus-
band — ran through a list of themes
while brainstorming the theme of
the women’s bake stand last year.

They all realized Harry Potter has
remained a staple of pop culture
amongst every generation since its
creation.

“I grew up on Harry Potter,” said
McGrail, 34. Katie, 18, said she en-
tered a “huge Harry Potter” phase
in elementary and middle school.

She watched all the movies while
baking the cupcakes.

Both women hope to keep up the
tradition and work around Katie’s
schedule when she heads to the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh at Greensburg
next year.

Through the Kitty Sack Project,
Szymanski said, the club is assist-
ing about 70 students. The project
usually costs the club about $25,000.

“We are giving them grocery store
gift cards,” he said.

The Cubcake Wars is the biggest
fundraiser of the year for the project,
Szymanski said.

The Club hoped to earn around
$15,000 from the event.

by HALEy DAUGHERTy

Yearly event benefits
food-insecure students

Norwin Lions Club hosts 10th annual ‘Cubcake Wars’

Haley Daugherty is a TribLive
staff writer. She can be reached

at hdaugherty@triblive.com.

PHOTOS: HALEY DAUGHERTY | TRIBLIVE

Lauren Talotta sells homemade baked goods at her stand, Alotta Talotta
Bakes, during the Cubcake Wars.

Above: Monica McNeil, owner of Mo Sweetz, a homemade bakery shop,
sells her cupcakes at the Norwin Lions Club 10th annual Cubcake Wars
at Norwin High School on March 9. McNeil was assisted by friends and
coworkers Mary Angbanzon, Ada Weiss and Carter Pickering at the event.
Left: Kandee Lojas restocks cupcakes at the Spoonful of Sugar cupcake
stand.

“We would love to (win) again,
but ultimately, the goal is to
raise money for the kids.
As long as we sell the cupcakes
and they get the money,
that’s the biggest win.”

KANDEE LOJAS
SPOONFUL OF SUGAR CUPCAKE BOOTH
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BRIEFLY SPEAKING

MARRIAGE LICENSES

These marriage licenses
were issued by the Westmo-
reland County Register of
Wills:

Christopher Anthony Writt
and Alexis Kristine Thompson,
both of Herndon, Va.

John Paul Feather and
April Marie Uncapher, both of
Greensburg.

Duy Quoc Lien and Jessica
Ann Little, both of Greensburg.

Zakary Robert Jellison and
Jennifer Marie Provance, both
of Greensburg.

Talon Danyell Arlene Miller
and Emily Louise Evans, both
of Monongahela.

Michael David Raimondo
and Stacy Angela Kovach,
both of Greensburg.

Ethan James Patrick and
Lena Marie Vaia, both of Del-
mont.

Charles Samuel Morrison
and Amarette Leigh White,
both of Greensburg.

Nathan James Kline and
Angela Maria Mahkovic, both
of Irwin.

Curtis John Tucak and Al-
yssa Renee Roseski, both of
Greensburg.

Stuart Michael Schwartz
and Regina Ann Laird, both of
Churchill.

Ryan Anthony Krause of
Irwin and Alyssa Nicole Be-
wszka of Export.

Adam Nicholas Rifenburgh
and Alisha Marie Clifford, both
of Greensburg.

James Lindsay Hricko and
Natalie Dareen Zaid Abouzaki,
both of Hunker.

Richard Allen Masters of
Ligonier and Carla Rae Yates

of Latrobe.
Dylan Abel Dushack and

Allison Rachel Novosel, both
of Jeannette.

Djon Lee Hall and Kelly Lynn
Burk, both of Derry.

Jourdan Lee Williams and
Kayla Jane Brougher, both of
Grapeville.

Daemian Michael Keener
and Theresa Hope Mullooly,
both of Bradenville.

Charles George Mekic and
Jerri Agnes Bungard, both of
Mt. Pleasant.

Johnathan Charles Feick and
Jackie Ann Worley, both of
Ligonier.

Kyle Scott Smith and Elisa
Knesh, both of Greensburg.

Tyler Lee Lindholm and
Fawn Marie Luther, both of
Irwin.

Randy William Miller and
Stephanie Marie Kohl, both of
Greensburg.

James Ian Campbell and Ab-
igail Elizabeth Wallisch, both of
Cazenovia, N.Y.

Travis James West Hornfeck
and Juliana Ashlie Breegle,
both of Sutersville.

Asher John Passalinqua of
Monroeville and Sterling Grace
Simek of Export.

Dwayne James Cooper and
Hannah Elaine Labryer, both of
West Newton.

Herbert Martin Walker and
Taelor Ann Rutkowski, both of
Murrysville.

Kevin Lee White and Mi-
chelle Marie Byers, both of
Jeannette.

Jacob Mason Bicker-
staff and Angerith Rebeca
Flores-Mora, both of Ligonier.

Logan Dean Lowanse and
Samantha Lynn Bates, both of
Sutersville.

Emanuel James Sirnic of La-
trobe and Kendal Faith Humm
of Irwin.

James Larry Dick and Edi
Sutrisno, both of Rostraver.

Danne Wayne McCutcheon
and Courtney Marie Proctor,
both of Herminie.

Beecher Warren Dale and
Morgan Rose Dalicanidro, both
of Greensburg.

James David Baker and
Jennifer Marie Longenecker,
both of Greensburg.

Micheal Rualo Cultura and
Grace Espelita Resultay, both
of Latrobe.

Leevon Oliver Richards and
Amber Lynn Richards, both of
Derry.

Nathan Robert Lovre of
Jeannette and Elizabeth Cath-
erine Palmer of Greensburg.

Douglas James Stancombe
and Rosanna Nariko Knudt-
son, both of White Oak.

Robin Jeffery Tribou and Jill
Kathleen Kitsko, both of Mur-
rysville.

John Gerhard Hassler and
Megan Ann Harr, both of
Ligonier.

Robert Scott Venturo and
Abril Flores Cruz, both of
Greensburg.

Evan Nathan Pavloff and
Kalyn Nicole Zumbo, both of
Ligonier.

Raymond Mathew Weishorn
and Karli Rai Laudadio Hile-
man, both of Penn.

Russell Jacob Graves and
Kylee Joelle Lawson, both of
West Newton.

Church News
• Greensburg Church of the

Brethren hosts a night of fun
and fellowship for individuals
and groups with developmental
disabilities from 5 to 7 p.m.
Mondays at the church, 554
Stanton St., Southwest Greens-
burg. Dinner is included.
Participants must be accom-
panied by a family member or
caregiver. Donations will be
accepted. Details: 724-834-
2130 or gbgcob.org.

Fundraisers
• St. Stephen Byzantine

Catholic Church, North Hunting-
don, is accepting orders for
a pierogi sale set for 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. March 28 at the church,
90 Bethel Road. Cost per dozen:
sweet cabbage and potato
& cheese, $14; sauerkraut, $15;
lekvar, $16; and cottage cheese,
$17. Limited quantities will be
available if not preordered.
Orders: 412-627-1678 or
SaintstephenBCC.org.
• Lincoln Heights Civic Asso-

ciation will have bingo from 1 to
3 p.m. March 20 at the center,
42 Millersdale Road, Hempfield.
There will be 20 regular games
and five quickies. Payout is
50-50. Free coffee. Cost: 25
cents for a three-card board;
$1 for quickies.
• Mon Valley Paws will sell

pepperoni rolls from 11 a.m.
until sold out March 22 at the
intersection of Grand and Mo-
nessen boulevards in Mones-
sen. Cost: $5. Orders: tinyurl.
com/2thw3a6b or stop in at the
office at Pet Supply Plus,

101 Sara Way, Rostraver.
Details: 724-493-8305.

Health
• A seminar about senior

citizen bullying will be at 9 a.m.
March 25 at Rehabilitation
and Nursing Center of Greater
Pittsburgh, 890 Weatherwood
Lane, Hempfield. Sponsored by
the RNC, Pennsylvania Link to
Aging and Disability Resources
and Wesley Family Services,
there will be an opportunity
for networking and sharing of
resources. Light refreshments

will be served at 8:30 a.m.
Reservations required:
suzy.chertik@wfspa.org.
• Alcoholics Anonymous

meets at 6 p.m. Wednesdays
at Union Presbyterian Church,
656 Route 380, Washington
Township.

Senior Citizens
• A Seniors for Safe Driving

class will be offered from 1 to
5 p.m. April 14 at Adams Me-
morial Library, 1112 Ligonier St.,
Latrobe. The class is PennDOT
approved and for drivers who
are at least 55 years old. Safe
drivers can receive a 5 percent
discount on auto insurance for
three years. Cost: $17. Details
and registration: 800-559-
4880 or seniorsforsafedriving.
com.

Senior Citizen News
• Irwin Senior Activity Center,

310 Oak St., will have green
bingo at 12:15 p.m. March 17.
The center will close at 11 a.m.
Wednesday. Lunch reservations
required one day in advance.

Donations are accepted for all
activities. Details: 724-787-
1760.
• A health and resource fair

will be from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
March 22 at the Irwin Senior
Activity Center, 310 Oak St.
Local and national vendors will
be present and there will be
giveaways, a bake sale, lunch
and a visit with the Top Dog
Therapy Team. Use the alley
entrance. Public welcome.
Details: 724-787-1760.
• Level Green Seniors will

meet at 11 a.m. March 20 at the
Level Green Lions Community
Building, 123 Murrysville Road,
Penn Township. Lunch will be
from KFC, $6, payable in ad-
vance. J.J. Mason will entertain.
New members welcome.
Reservations and details:
Mary, 412-372-5422.

Veterans News
• A veterans service officer

will be available from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. March 19 in the office of
state Rep. Jill Cooper, 105 Pfef-
fer Road, suite 5, Washington

Township. Services available
will include disability and pen-
sion claims, benefit questions,
assisting spouses with survivor
benefits issues and applications
for veterans grants. Appoint-
ments will be accepted, but
walk-ins are welcome.
Appointments: 724-387-9113.
• In observation of Vietnam

War Veterans Day, Norwin
Elks will host a free lunch for
all veterans March 29 at the at
the Elks Lodge, 135 Elks Lane.
Space is limited. Reservations
required by March 19. Reserva-
tions: 724-392-4555, 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. weekdays. Leave a
message with your name and
telephone number. Your call will
be returned no later than the
next business day.

Submissions from nonprofit
organizations for Briefly Speaking

should be emailed to cpinto-smith@
triblive.com. Include a complete address

and daytime phone number.
Submissions are due at least two weeks

prior to the event. Each announcement
is printed once; there is no fee.

JOYCE HANZ | TRIBLIVE

PHOTOS: SEAN STIPP | TRIBLIVE

Above: A WCCC student attempts
to knock over inflatable pins during
Bubble Bowling at Westmoreland
County Community College near
Youngwood last week. The event
was sponsored by the Campus
Events Committee.

IN A BUBBLE

Right: Student Luke Sunny of
Murrysville flips upside down inside
a giant bubble ball while attempting

to knock over inflatable pins.
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John Williams wasn’t a particu-
larly tall man, standing at 5 feet, 6
inches, but he made a big impact
after joining the Union cavalry at
age 18 in September 1862.

Greensburg resident Richard Bar-
nard learned his great-grandfather
captured a Confederate major when
the two clashed with sabers the fol-
lowing April in Tennessee.

“It was a big thing, capturing a
Confederate officer single-handed-
ly,” said Barnard, who has been
researching his family roots since
retiring as a regional manager with
Kodak in 2010. “I was amazed when
I got that information.

“He executed what was called a
front cut with his sword. He cut him
three times on the head and face and
knocked him off his horse.”

That encounter in McMinnville,
Tenn., was one of the pivotal mo-
ments in the life of Williams, who
was born in Wales in 1844 and died
in Greensburg 79 years later.

‘I kept writing books’
Enlisting in support of the Union

cause less than nine years after his
immigrant family made their new
home in Pennsylvania’s Schuylkill
County, Williams underwent train-
ing in Harrisburg. He then joined the
7th Pennsylvania Volunteer Cavalry
— already in the field in Tennessee,
as part of Minty’s Saber Brigade in
the Army of the Cumberland — and
was promoted to the rank of corporal
on March 1, 1863.

“They spent months in Tennes-
see,” said Barnard, who has hunted
official documents to learn about his
great-grandfather’s military history.
“They were trying to rid the state of
Confederate outposts.”

Through more than a decade of
genealogical digging, Barnard has
learned about more than two dozen
relations who completed military
service, dating from as early as the
Revolutionary War.

Williams is one of six veterans
whose exploits he’s written about in
his 2019 book “Duty, Honor, Coun-

try” — among four volumes of tales
from his extended family tree that
he’s self-published since 2016.

In addition to distributing the
volumes to relatives, Barnard has
provided copies to the Greens-
burg-Hempfield Area Library and
the Westmoreland County Historical
Society’s Calvin E. Pollins Memorial
Library at Historic Hanna’s Town.

”It’s an interesting hobby,” Bar-
nard said of his research. “You never
know what you’re going to find. I’ve
gone to countless libraries and cem-
eteries and worked with websites in
the UK run by the government.

“I kept finding information; that’s
why I kept writing books. Everybody
I researched who served in the mil-
itary had an interesting story” —
including Williams.

Courageous action
Williams’ major blow against the

enemy gained the attention of Union
Maj. Gen. William Rosecrans. He
issued a citation, directing that the
corporal’s name “be placed upon
the Rolls of Honor” while declaring,
“Such deeds of gallantry should not
pass unnoticed.”

Barnard discovered his forebear’s
courageous action on the front lines
didn’t end there, but the next major
encounter came at a heavy cost.

On Sept. 18, 1863, Williams suf-
fered a serious wound on the first
day of the Battle of Chickamauga,
in northwest Georgia.

The 7th Cavalry was among op-
posing units that confronted each
other on either side of Pea Vine
Creek Bridge.

“An officer ordered my
great-grandfather and three other
men to charge this bridge and stop
the Confederate advance,” said Bar-
nard. “The Confederates were there
sitting on the opposite side, and they
opened fire.

“They killed the man on my
great-grandfather’s right; he fell off
his horse and he was dead. They shot
my great-grandfather in the right
shoulder and knocked him off his
horse. They were among the first
guys shot in the battle.”

A brigade surgeon field-dressed
Williams’ Minie ball wound, and he
was sent back to an army hospital in
Chattanooga, Tenn.

Ending on Sept. 20, the battle was a
tactical victory for Confederate forc-
es. But it was the second bloodiest
battle of the war, behind Gettysburg,
with the Confederates suffering the
most casualties.

According to estimates cited by
the American Battlefield Trust, the
Union army suffered more than
16,000 causalities, including about
1,600 dead, while the Confederate
toll was more than 18,000 casualties,
including more than 2,000 dead.

Williams’ recuperation involved
two weeks in Chattanooga and a
longer stay in a second hospital in
Alabama.

“It was about two months more
before he got back to his unit, and
he had limited use of his right arm
after that,” said Barnard.

On another occasion, Williams
suffered a back injury when his
horse fell on him, though Barnard
isn’t sure of the involved circum-
stance.

Barnard noted it wasn’t always
easy for soldiers of his great-grand-
father’s stature to mount an Army
horse. “They might have to find a
fence or get up on a log,” he said.

Tradition of service
Barnard didn’t learn many details

of Williams’ post-war life. But, he
said, his partial disability kept him
from returning to the anthracite coal
mines of Schuylkill County, where
he’d worked alongside his father,
William, from the age of 15.

Williams was mustered out of the
army after serving for two years and
nearly nine months. He returned to
his family’s adopted hometown of
Mahanoy City, where he married
Mary Powell and raised 11 children
with her.

Barnard was able to unearth an
1893 photo of his great-grandfather
posing during a reunion there with
fellow members of the 7th Cavalry’s
Company F.

After fighting for the Union, Wil-

liams was engaged
in a much longer
battle against red
tape. Enlisting testi-
mony from the field
surgeon who treated
him and from fellow
soldiers, he filed
multiple rounds of
paperwork to obtain
a meager military
pension for his war-
time disability.

“It was just an end-
less thing,” Barnard
said. “They’d give it
to him for a period of
time and then they’d
quit and he’d have to go through the
whole thing again.”

In his later years, Williams re-
located to Westmoreland County,
living first with a son in Youngwood.
Finally, he moved into the Greens-
burg home of his daughter and son-
in-law — Jennie and Adam Barnard,
Richard Barnard’s grandparents.

When he died on April 20, 1923,
he was honored by the Ladies of the
Grand Army of the Republic and
by the Knights of the Golden Eagle
before returning to Mahanoy City
for interment.

A powder horn that Williams
owned and a portrait taken during
his 50th wedding anniversary are
among prized family heirlooms that
Barnard has inherited.

“About five years ago, I took a
three-day trip down to Chickam-
auga,” Barnard said. “With help
of a park ranger on the battlefield,
I found the exact spot where my

great-grandfather was shot.”
The family’s military tradition

has continued with his father, older
brother and a son, all named Adam.
His father was a World War II Navy
veteran, his brother served with the
Navy during the October 1962 Cuban
Missile Crisis while the youngest of
his two sons, an Air Force veteran,
completed a tour in Afghanistan.

‘It’s like quicksand’
Barnard also has written about his

late cousin and fellow Greensburg
resident, Chuck Baker, a World War
II veteran who died in 2017.

“He was a bomber captain in the
Army Air Force,” Barnard said.
“He flew missions over Germany
and France.

”He came back one time with over
100 bullet holes in his fuselage. An-
other time, he had the nose gear
shot out of his airplane, and he still
landed.”

Through his research, Barnard

was able to connect Baker with a fel-
low bomber crew member he hadn’t
heard from in years.

Barnard discovered many un-
known relations by building a fam-
ily tree and having his DNA ana-
lyzed through the online ancestry.
com platform. That includes eight
great uncles and great aunts and
their descendants whom he hadn’t
realized were his kin through his
grandfather, Adam Barnard Jr.

“It allows you to meet people who
know things that you don’t that
you’ll never find out unless you talk
to them,” Richard Barnard said.
“That’s the fun part.

“It’s like quicksand. You get so
into this stuff, you just keep getting
deeper and deeper and one thing
leads to another. I need to know
more about it.”

by JEFF HIMLER

Family genealogy leads Greensburg man
to ancestor’s Civil War battle exploits

Jeff Himler is a TribLive staff writer.
He can be reached at jhimler@triblive.com.

TRACING IT BACK

PHOTOS: MASSOUD HOSSAINI | TRIBLIVE

Richard Barnard of Greensburg displays four books he published resulting from
research into his family genealogy. Among the ancestors he’s chronicled is a great-
grandfather, Welsh immigrant John Williams, who received a citation for his service
in the U.S. Cavalry during the Civil War.

This photo shows John Williams on his 50th wedding anniversary
circa 1917. It is among the prized family heirlooms of his great-
grandson, Richard Barnard. Barnard has published an account of his
forebear’s brave service with the U.S. Cavalry during the Civil War.

These items framed by Barnard include a citation earned by his great-
grandfather-John Williams, for capturing a Confederate officer during the
Civil War, and a photo of Williams posing at a reunion three decades later
with members of his Union cavalry unit.

Richard Barnard discusses one of his four self-published books, “4 Families,” which
explores the immigrant paths that brought his ancestors together.

“It’s like quicksand. You get
so into this stuff, you just keep

getting deeper and deeper
and one thing leads to another.
I need to know more about it.”

RICHARD BARNARD
GREENSBURG

“It’s an interesting hobby. You never know
what you’re going to find. I’ve gone to countless
libraries and cemeteries and worked with
websites in the UK run by the government.
I kept finding information; that’s why I kept
writing books. Everybody I researched who
served in the military had an interesting story.”

RICHARD BARNARD
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In his fifth year with the
Waynesburg baseball team,
Mike Bell had to start over.

A grad student coming off
a season in which he earned
his first Presidents’ Athletic
Conference postseason award
— honorable mention — Bell
and the rest of his returning
teammates had to adapt to a
new coaching staff. In July,
Perry Cunningham, who had
spent the past three seasons as
head coach — and 17 overall
with the program — stepped
down.

A month later, Michael
Impellittiere was hired after
coaching at Hood College in
Maryland for seven years. For
the Yellow Jackets, it was, in a
manner of speaking, a whole
new ballgame.

“It was definitely different,”
Bell, a Yough grad, said. “Any-
time you get a new coach, you
have to kind of rebuild that
relationship and kind of figure
out what they want and what
they want to do with the team.

“But ‘Coach I,’ he made it
pretty easy coming in. He set
good boundaries for us, set
very good goals that kind of
flowed in for the most part. It
wasn’t too bad of a transfer, if
I’m being honest.”

Said Impellittiere: “I think
the biggest thing coming into
a new team is just building
their trust and understanding
where their heads are at. … I
haven’t been around such a
great team environment from
a culture perspective in a long
time. … We have eight or nine
grad students and seniors who
are established and definite-
ly pulling their weight when
they need to.”

One of those is Bell, who
has been one of Waynesburg’s
most consistent players over
the past two seasons. In 2023,
he hit .302, driving in 14 runs
and scoring 22 then followed
that by hitting .303 with 23
RBIs and 22 runs last season.

The 2024 season also includ-
ed his first collegiate home

run. It came in the second
game of a doubleheader
against Bethany with the Yel-
low Jackets down 7-1 going
into the bottom of the eighth.
Bell’s three-run homer helped
Waynesburg pull within 7-6
going to the ninth.

After the Bison tacked on
another run in their half of
the ninth, Bell hit a one-out
single with Todd Burner on
base. Bell was lifted for pinch
runner Connor Hamrick, but
it turned out Bell wouldn’t
have needed to run as Seth
Burgdolt ended the game with
a three-run homer.

“That was definitely a pretty
cool one,” Bell said about his
homer. “I didn’t think it was
out when I hit it. It was kind

of a momentum booster for us
at that point. It was definitely
one of the better feelings I’ve
had in my career.”

It certainly was a better
feeling than what Bell had
throughout his sophomore
season. After starting all but
one of the Jackets’ games
during his freshman year,
when he hit .289 and drove in
22 runs, Bell’s average dipped
50 points the following season,
and he struck out 14 times
compared to only five the sea-
son before.

The dreaded sophomore
slump had hit him.

“I was trying to change a
few things that year, trying to
work on things to maybe get
a little more power,” he said.

“I changed bats, what length
of bat I used. I went from a 32
(inch) to 33, and I think that
might have had a big part in it.

“I really didn’t feel any dif-
ferent. Just things weren’t re-
ally working out for me that
year.”

Bell, who has started all
but one game in his time at
Waynesburg, bounced back
nicely the following year.
Though his strikeout total
went up again, his batting av-
erage increased to .302.

He took an even bigger
stride last season. Though
his average went up only
slightly, it was his personal
best. So, too, was his RBI to-
tal, slugging percentage (.438)
and on-base percentage (.471).

His slugging percentage was a
full 100 points higher than his
previous best.

He also reduced his strike-
outs to a mere four in 89 at-
bats. In the field, he was solid
at third base, posting a person-
al-best .957 fielding percentage
and a career-low four errors.
All those numbers helped him
earn his first PAC postseason
recognition.

“It was definitely cool,”
he said. “I mean, that’s what
you work for. You work hard
to win games and get recog-
nized.”

This was the player Impellit-
tiere inherited, and, the new
coach said, Bell has been help-
ful in leading the team into the
new era.

“Mike has tremendous lead-
ership,” Impellittiere said.
“He’s very even-keeled. Never
too high, never too low, and I
think in baseball you have to
have that personality because
some days you go 0 for 4, and
the next day you’re 3 for 4.

“When he does speak up, he
says the right things to make
guys tick.”

For much of last season, the
Yellow Jackets ticked like a
Swiss watch, going 15-5 in
the PAC and tying for second
place with Grove City. It was
the program’s most PAC wins
since 2019, and the .750 win-
ning percentage matched the
program’s best of the PAC era.

With a number of players
back from that team, hopes
are high for another solid sea-
son. PAC play doesn’t begin
until Saturday, and heading
into this past weekend’s non-
conference games, Waynes-
burg stood at 3-7.

Bell was hitting .259, but he
expects his performance will
ramp up as the season pro-
gresses. Impellittiere is confi-
dent Bell will play a big role in
any success the Jackets have.

“From a defensive perspec-
tive, I think Mike is one of the
premier players over at third
base from a glove perspec-
tive,” Impellittiere said. “He
puts really great at-bats to-
gether. … He has those certain
at-bats that can really shift the
momentum of the game.”

Bell is hoping to make the
most of what likely will be
his final year of competitive
baseball. A PAC champion-
ship would be the best way
to go out.

“We’re all kind of commit-
ted to doing that, and I’m
definitely committed to doing
that,” he said. “We brought in
some guys, and the guys that
stayed, they all worked hard
and they didn’t get compla-
cent. So I think we have the
pieces we need to win the PAC
championship.”

Chuck Curti is a TribLive copy editor. He
can be reached at ccurti@triblive.com.

by CHUCK CURTI

A NICE RING Yough grad Bell expects to be key player as
Waynesburg pushes for PAC baseball title
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COURTESY OF WAYNESBURG ATHLETICS

Yough grad Mike Bell has hit better than .300 in each of his last two seasons at Waynesburg.
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When the PIAA wrestling tournament concluded March
8, Latrobe’s Leo Joseph knew his high school career had
come to an end.

It was a career to be proud of, one with 140 victories,
including a personal-best 39 wins in his senior season.

One of those wins was a sudden overtime thriller against
Connellsville’s Nolan Rice, securing the WPIAL Class 3A
title at 121 pounds.

“At the match, I knew that I just needed to get a take-
down on my feet,” Joseph said. “He’s
good at defending shots once you’re in,
but I knew I just needed a clean finish and
that was going to win me the match.”

Joseph was one of five Wildcats to
compete at the WPIAL championships,
with teammates Luke Willochell and
Hunter Snyder finishing second and third,
respectively.

While some of his teammates were
disappointed with their results, Joseph was proud to see a
strong Latrobe presence.

“It didn’t end up working out for Hunter and Luke at
WPIALs, so I know they were actually a little disappointed,”
Joseph said. “We all had the mindset that we were going to
do well because of last year.”

At the PIAA tournament, Joseph placed fourth at 121
pounds.

While he was satisfied with his overall performance, he
couldn’t help but feel a bit of disappointment about missing
a chance to wrestle for a state title.

“I feel like I wrestled well,” Joseph said. “I would’ve liked
to wrestle my semis match and had a chance to win states,
but I was really happy that I was able to wrestle back after
losing in the semis and go for third or fourth.”

Joseph has dealt with injuries on and off all year, but it
didn’t stop him from finishing out the best season he’s ever
had.

Accumulating more than 100 wins is no easy feat, and
there were lessons he learned along the way to help him
get to that level.

“I learned early from my coach that good things usually
happen to those that work hard,” Joseph said. “I’d say my
freshman and my sophomore year, I didn’t really have a lot
of confidence. Then, once I was able to get more confidence
my junior and senior year, that really helped me out a lot
and it made the difference.”

After high school, Joseph plans to attend the U.S. Naval
Academy.

This week, Joseph took some time for a Senior Spotlight
Q&A:

How did you get started with wrestling?
I’d say my dad’s really the reason that I started wrestling

because he wrestled in college. And I think I started in third
grade. I wrestled for the school that year.

How did this season as a whole go?
I’d say it went pretty well all year. I didn’t really lose any

matches I felt that I shouldn’t have. Last year, maybe there
were a couple matches that I felt like I shouldn’t have lost,
but I didn’t wrestle my best. But this year, even with some
injuries, I was able to win all the matches that I felt like I
should have.

Is there a match or moment from your career that
stands out as your favorite?

My freshman year, we wrestled Connellsville for the sec-
tion title, and I was losing to Evan Petrovich. And I ended
up pinning him, which really set the tone for the rest of the
match. After that, we ended up blowing Connellsville out
when it was supposed to be a close match. That one really
stood out to me.

What went into your decision to join the Naval
Academy?

One of my teammates went to the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point. When I saw him doing that, I really fell in love
with wanting to go to the military academies, and I was
pretty set on that. Really ever since my junior year, I was set
on going to one of the academies. After I went to visit the
Navy, I liked that one by far the most. I knew that was the
right fit for me, with a great coaching staff, too, and just all
around a really nice college.

Leo Joseph, Latrobe

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT

— Anthony DiFilippo

When Franklin Regional
saw what Seneca Valley was
doing, the district decided
to sprinkle a little salt on its
athletics programs. S.A.L.T.,
that is.

The acronym stands for
Student Athlete Leadership
Team, a program Franklin
Regional formed to enhance
and direct forward its sports
teams and athletes.

Think of a student section
with decision-making influ-
ence.

“The purpose of this group
is to empower our student-ath-
letes to be owners of their cul-
ture and experience,” Pan-
thers athletic director Zach
Kessler said. “We also want
to build their capacities as
leaders and as active partici-
pants in our school and com-
munity.”

Overall, the leadership team
has several committees, in-
cluding health and nutrition,
community service, social
media and communications,
leadership development and
school spirit.

There are student represen-
tatives from each sport.

“We started here at FR

thanks to Mr. Kessler and
(assistant principal) Mr.
(Heath) Curran and the help
of the coaches to pick a few
student-athlete leaders across
all our sport teams to be a part
of the team,” said Franklin
Regional team member Luca

Bertucci, a baseball player.
“The team strives to engage
in outreach, acknowledgment
of student-athletes of all sports
and their achievements, to
educate on athlete health and
leadership development and
to also inspire school spirit

and pride.”
The group was recognized

at a basketball game earlier
in the season.

Kessler said Seneca Valley
and athletic director Heather
Lewis are the business model
for S.A.L.T.

“I found a few schools that
had pretty good models, but
the one that really stood out to
me was the one put together at
Seneca Valley,” Kessler said.
“(Lewis) shared some materi-
als with me and also invited
me to one of their S.A.L.T.
meetings. We were able to not
only observe but interact with
their student-athletes, and we
asked them quite a few ques-
tions.

“We were very impressed
and decided, why recreate the
wheel when we just witnessed
a tremendous model?”

Officials asked coaches to
identify leaders who could be-
come invested in the program.

The student-athletes discuss
ideas and ways to supplement
the growth of programs.

“We were able to put togeth-
er a very solid group of young
leaders,” Kessler said. “We
shared the model from Seneca
Valley with them to get their
feedback. The students really
liked that particular model.
They instituted a few changes
to make it their own.”

Bill Beckner is a TribLive staff writer. He
can be reached at bbeckner@triblive.com.

by bILL bECKNER JR.

S.A.L.T aims to enhance athletics
Franklin Regional
models its committee
after Seneca Valley

SUBMITTED

Franklin
Regional S.A.L.T.

members,
from left,

Arden Tomely,
Allison Brickner,

Luca Bertucci
and Whitney

Davis meet to
discuss ideas

with middle
school principal

Dr. Tawnia
St. Amant.

BILL BECKNER | TRIBLIVE

A S.A.L.T member wears a team T-shirt at a basketball
game earlier this season.
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Cooking Corner

Cuisine is a big part of Irish culture, even if it’s
not the first thing people think of when pondering
the Emerald Isle. This St. Patrick’s Day, celebrants
can bring a touch of Irish cuisine to their celebra-
tions by preparing the following recipe for “Irish
Guinness Stew with Lamb” courtesy of Lines+
Angles.

8 cups lamb or beef stock; divided
1 cup pearl barley
3 lb. lamb shoulder, cubed

Salt, to taste
Freshly ground black pepper, to taste

3 tablespoons oil
½ cup unbleached all-purpose flour
4 stalks of celery, washed, trimmed and chopped
2 large yellow onions, peeled and chopped
3 cloves of garlic, minced
3 large carrots, peeled and roughly chopped
12 fluid ounces Guinness stout
1 bunch fresh parsley
1 bunch fresh thyme
1 bunch fresh rosemary
3 large potatoes, peeled and cubed
2 teaspoons cornstarch
4 teaspoons water

1. In a medium saucepan set over medium heat,
bring 3 cups of stock to a boil; add barley. Reduce
heat to low and gently simmer for 20 minutes.
Set aside.

2. Meanwhile, pat the meat dry with paper
towels. Season the meat with salt and pepper.
Heat the oil in a 6-quart Dutch oven. Brown the
meat on all sides over medium-high heat. Using
a slotted spoon, remove the meat from the pot.
Sprinkle flour over the meat, shaking off any
excess; set aside.

3. Add the celery, onions, garlic and carrots to
the pot and saute until onions are soft and trans-
lucent. Add Guinness and deglaze the pot, scrap-
ing up all the caramelized bits on the bottom and
sides of the pan.

4. Chop the leaves of the parsley, reserving the
stems. Tie the parsley stems and several sprigs
of thyme and rosemary into a bundle; drop the
bundle into the pot. Chop the remaining thyme
and rosemary; set chopped herbs aside.

5. Return the meat to the pot. Add the pota-
toes, barley and enough stock to cover the meat
and vegetables. Bring to a boil over medium heat.
Reduce heat to very low and simmer for 2 to 3
hours, or until meat is fork tender. Stir occasional-
ly, adding remaining stock as necessary.

6. Check seasoning; adjust to taste. Stir in
chopped parsley, thyme and rosemary. Mix corn-
starch in water and stir. Add to stew, stirring
to incorporate. Cook over low heat for 5 to 10
minutes or until stew thickens. Ladle into bowls.
Serve with crusty bread and of course more Guin-
ness if desired.

Irish Guinness Stew with Lamb
Serves 6

METRO CREATIVE
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